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FICTION

3

Thriller

GHOSTER
Jason Arnopp
Kate Collins has been ghosted.
She was supposed to be moving in with her new boyfriend
Scott, but all she finds after relocating to Brighton is an empty
flat. Scott has vanished. His possessions have all disappeared.
Except for his mobile phone.
Kate knows she shouldn’t hack into Scott’s phone. She
shouldn’t look at his Tinder, his calls, his social media. But she
can’t quite help herself.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Orbit (October 2019)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 480 pages
Previous Publications: The Last Days
of Jack Sparks (2016)
Film/TV rights: Available

That’s when the trouble starts. Strange, whispering phone calls
from numbers she doesn’t recognise. Scratch marks on the
walls that she can’t explain. And the growing feeling that she’s
being watched…
‘The best cross-genre thriller I’ve read in a long, long time. Twisty, creepy
and absolutely absorbing.’ – Sarah Pinborough
‘A helter-skelter collision of social media and the supernatural. Hugely
enjoyable.’ – Chris Brookmyre
‘Compulsively readable, terrifying and laced with Jason Arnopp’s
trademark wit, you’ll never look at your phone in the same way again.’ –
Sarah Lotz
Jason Arnopp is a British author and scriptwriter. He has
written official tie-in fiction for Doctor Who (BBC) and Friday
The 13th (New Line Cinema), and comedy for Radio 4. He also
script-edited Peter Mullan’s 2012 film The Man Inside. His
background is in journalism, and has also written biography
books for Ebury and Virgin.
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Women’s Fiction

MEET ME IN BOMBAY
Jenny Ashcroft
Bombay, 1913
It’s New Year’s Eve, and Madeline Bright, fresh to the exotic
opulence of colonial India, is yearning for all she’s left behind
in England. But then, at the stroke of midnight, Maddy meets
Luke Devereaux, and as the year changes so do their lives –
forever…
Bold and charismatic, Luke opens her eyes to the wonders of
Bombay, while Maddy’s beauty and vivacity capture his heart.
Only her mother disapproves, preferring the devoted Guy
Bowen as a match for her daughter.

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Little, Brown (August 2020)

But while Maddy and Luke are falling in love, the world is falling
apart. War is on the horizon, and soon it’s a question of when
Luke will be called to fight, not if. They’ll be continents apart,
separated by danger and fear of the unknown, but bound by
Luke’s promise that they will meet again in Bombay…

US: St Martin’s Press (2021)
Translation rights sold:
German: Goldmann
Italian: Newton Compton
Russian: Arkadia
Material: Manuscript
Length: 384 pages
Previous Publications: Island in the
East (2018), Beneath a Burning Sky (2016)
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Moving and beautifully written, this enchanting story of love and loss
touched my heart.’ – Dinah Jefferies
‘Emotional, evocative and enthralling.’ – Kate Furnivall
‘An epic, bittersweet love story that will draw you in and grip you to the
last page.’ – Gill Paul
‘Brilliantly plotted, exquisitely written, poignant and perfect.’ – Iona
Grey

Jenny Ashcroft lives in Brighton with her husband and three
children. She studied history at university, has always been
fascinated by the past – and loves nothing more than reliving it
through a great book.
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Thriller

AFTERLAND
Lauren Beukes
They’ll call her a bad mother.
Cole can live with that. Because when she breaks her son Miles
out of the Male Protection Facility – designed to prevent him
joining the 99% of men wiped off the face of the Earth – she’s
not just taking him back.
She’s setting him free.
Leaving Miles in America would leave him as a lab experiment;
a pawn in the hands of people who now see him as a treasure
to be guarded, traded, and used. What kind of mother would
stand by and watch her child suffer? But as their journey to
freedom takes them across a hostile and changed country,
freedom seems ever more impossible.
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Michael Joseph (September 2020)
US: Mulholland Books (August 2020)
Material: Proofs
Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: Broken
Monsters (2014), The Shining Girls (2013),
Zoo City (2010), Moxyland (2009)
Film/TV rights: Available

It’s time for Cole to prove just how far she’ll go to protect her son.
Praise for Lauren Beukes:
‘Scary as hell and hypnotic. I couldn’t put it down… I’d grab it, if I were
you.’ – Stephen King
‘A tremendous novel, full of original characters, stunning dialogue and a
challenging use of cyber-language.’ – The Times
‘Well-executed… exquisitely paced and impeccably controlled…’ – New
York Times
‘A major, major talent.’ – George R. R. Martin

Lauren Beukes is an award-winning, internationally bestselling novelist who also writes comics, screenplays, TV shows
and journalism. Her novels have been translated into 23
languages and are being developed for film and TV.
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Cosy Crime

DATE WITH DANGER
Book #5 in the DALES DETECTIVE Series
Julia Chapman
In the heart of Yorkshire, the Dales Detective Agency is about
to face its biggest challenge.
A fatal accident at Bruncliffe’s livestock auction mart leads
auctioneer Harry Furness to call in detective duo Samson
O’Brien and Delilah Metcalfe, but what starts as a simple
health-and-safety investigation soon takes a sinister turn when
they discover evidence that suggests murder.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Pan Macmillan (April 2020)
Translation rights sold:
French: La Bête noire/Robert Laffont

With their enquiries ongoing, Clive Knowles approaches them
for help – his sheep are being threatened by the gang of rustlers
that is plaguing the Dales. Meanwhile, Poacher Pete Ferris has
also decided to play his hand, setting in motion a blackmail plot
which will ensure Samson is pulled back into trouble with his
nemesis Rick Procter.
With all three cases converging, Samson and Delilah will find
that their latest investigation is fraught with danger; a danger
that will leave them fighting for their lives.

Material: Finished Copies
Length: 432 pages

Praise for Julia Chapman:

Previous Publications: Date With
Mystery (2018), Date With Malice (2017),
Date With Death (2017)

‘Great fun!’ – Carol Drinkwater

Film/TV rights: Available

Over 130,000
copies sold
in France

‘Bags of Yorkshire charm and wit.’ – Northern Echo
‘A delightful read.’ – Dalesman
Julia Chapman is the pseudonym of Julia Stagg who has had
five novels, THE FOGAS CHRONICLES, published by
Hodder. Although born in the UK, Julia was cursed from a
young age with itchy feet and has lived abroad most of her adult
life. She has worked as a waitress, ‘check-out-chick’, bookseller,
pawnbroker and as a teacher of English as a Foreign Language.
She currently divides her time between the Ariège and the
Yorkshire Dales and is a full-time writer.
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Women’s Fiction

THE FORBIDDEN PROMISE
Lorna Cook
Scotland, 1940

Over 150,000
copies sold

(The Forgotten
Village)

War rages across Europe, but Invermoray House is at peace –
until the night of Constance’s 21st birthday, when she’s the only
person to see a Spitfire crash into the loch. Rescuing the pilot
and vowing to keep him hidden, Constance finds herself torn
between duty to her family and keeping a promise that could
cost her everything.
2020

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie

Kate arrives in the Highlands to turn Invermoray into a luxury
B&B, only to find that the estate is more troubled than she’d
imagined. But when Kate discovers the house has a dark
history, with Constance’s name struck from its records, she
knows she can’t leave until the mystery is solved . . .

UK: Avon (March 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: A.W. Bruna
German: Penguin Verlag
Norwegian: Bastion

‘Kept me turning the pages eagerly through both storylines. A real treat!’ –
Tracy Rees

Material: Finished Copies

‘A compelling family drama full of dark secrets, twists and turns and a
wonderfully romantic love story.’ – Nikola Scott

Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Available
Winner of the
RNA Joan
Hessayon Award

‘Compelling, dramatic, with a great twist, this is a brilliant tale.’ – Jenny
Ashcroft
‘Beautifully written, it is both a captivating love story and a page-turning
mystery filled with unexpected twists. I loved it.’ – Elisabeth Gifford

(The Forgotten
Village)

Lorna Cook was previously a journalist, writing for magazines
owned by the Daily Mail and Associated Press, before moving into
PR. Now working part-time, she is concentrating on her writing
and is a member of the Romantic Novelists’ Association New
Writers’ Scheme.
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Literary Fiction

HERE IS THE BEEHIVE
Sarah Crossan
Ana and Connor have been having an affair for three years. In
hotel rooms and coffee shops, swiftly deleted texts and briefly
snatched weekends, they have built a world with none but the
two of them in it.
But then the unimaginable happens, and Ana finds herself
alone, trapped inside her secret.
How can we lose someone the world never knew was ours?
How do we grieve for something no one else can ever find out?
In her desperate bid for answers, Ana seeks out the shadowy
figure who has always stood just beyond her reach – Connor’s
wife Rebecca.
Agent: Julia Churchill
UK: Bloomsbury (August 2020)
US: Little, Brown (February 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Danish: Rosinante
Dutch: Signatuur
French: Fayard
German: Kiepenheuer & Witsch
Hungarian: General Press
Italian: Mondadori
Polish: Znak
Swedish: Sekwa
Material: Manuscript
Length: 211 pages (manuscript)
Film/TV rights: Available

Peeling away the layers of two overlapping marriages, HERE IS
THE BEEHIVE is a devastating excavation of risk, obsession
and loss.
Praise for Sarah Crossan:
‘One of our most original writers. Sarah has almost created an entirely new
form of writing in her novels that is hers and hers alone.’ – John Boyne
‘Read, think, enjoy and weep, because the novel is quite simply an achingly
sad and beautiful story about what makes any of us human.’ –
Telegraph
‘Crossan always finds humour and humanity in the darkness;
it's impossible not to read it in a single gulp.’ – The Times
‘A masterclass in storytelling.’ – Irish Examiner
‘An admirable and affecting tale… A story to savour and admire.’ –
Independent
Sarah Crossan grew up in Ireland and England. She graduated
with a degree in philosophy and literature. Since completing a
Masters in creative writing, she has been working to promote
creative writing in schools. She is Ireland’s fifth Laureate na
nÓg and will hold the title from 2018 until 2020.
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Psychological Suspense

KEEP HER QUIET
Emma Curtis
One night. One fateful act. Four lives changed for ever.
Jenny has just given birth to the baby she’s always wanted. She’s
never been this happy.
Her husband, Leo, knows this baby girl can’t be his. He’s never
felt so betrayed.
The same night, a vulnerable young woman, Hannah, wakes to
find her newborn lifeless beside her. She’s crazed with grief.
When chance throws Hannah into Leo’s path, they make a plan
that will change all of their lives, with shattering consequences.
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Transworld (September 2020)
Material: Manuscript due soon

Years later, a sixteen-year-old girl reads an article in a
newspaper, and embarks on a journey to uncover the truth
about herself. But what she learns will put everything she has
ever known – and her own life – in grave danger. Because some
people will go to desperate lengths to protect the secrets their
lives are built on. . .

Length: 464 pages
Previous Publications: The Night You
Left (2019), When I Find You (2018), One
Little Mistake (2017)
Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Emma Curtis:
‘A breathtakingly brilliant thriller… Psychological suspense at its best.’ –
Nuala Ellwood
‘So addictive and compulsive… Clever, unpredictable and beautifully
written. I loved it!' – Claire Douglas
‘Filled with drama and twists that exploded on to the page at every turn.’
– Lauren North
Emma Curtis is a pseudonym for Fleur Smithwick. She was
born in Brighton and brought up in London. Her fascination
with the darker side of domestic life inspired her to write ONE
LITTLE MISTAKE, her first psychological suspense novel.
She has two children and lives in Richmond with her husband.
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Thriller

MOTHER LOVES ME
Abby Davies
‘Mother loves me,’ I said into the silence, to my reflection, to my little white
bed, to the frilly pink curtains that hid the boarded window, to the gloom
that forever surrounded me.
Mirabelle’s mother loves her. She’s her ‘little doll’. She dresses
her, she paints her face, she plaits her hair.
But as Mirabelle grows, and her body changes, the dresses no
longer fit quite as well, the face paint no longer looks quite so
pretty. And Mother isn’t happy.
On Mirabelle’s 13th birthday, Mother arrives home with a
present – a new sister, 5-year-old Clarabelle whom Mother has
saved from ‘Utopia’.
Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: HarperCollins (September 2020)

As it dawns on Mirabelle that there is a new ‘little doll’ in her
house, she also realises that her life isn’t what she thought it
was. And that dolls often end up on the scrap heap.

Translation rights sold:
Czech: under offer
Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

After graduating with a degree in English Literature from
Sheffield University, Abby Davies trained as an English
teacher. In 2013, she completed a Creative Writing MA at
Nottingham Trent University before moving to Wiltshire to
teach English at Minette Walters’ old school in Salisbury. She
presently teaches part-time.
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Thriller

FORCED CONFESSIONS
Book #3 in the BENSON & DE VERE series
John Fairfax
Convicted of murder sixteen years ago, William Benson is
ostracised by the establishment and his family. Supported by a
close-knit group including solicitor Tess de Vere, he’s defied
them all and opened his own Chambers. Now he faces the case
of his life – and the terminal illness of Helen Camberley who
helped him leave his prison life behind
Jorge Menderez, a doctor from Spain, has been found dead in
a deserted warehouse in East London. A troubled man, he’d
turned to counsellor Karen Lynwood seeking help. Now
Karen’s husband, John, is accused of his murder. Who is
Menderez, and why did he come to London? Benson is
defending the couple against seemingly impossible odds, while
secrets from his own past threaten to overwhelm him…
Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Little, Brown (March 2020)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 320 pages
TV RIGHTS
sold to
Potboiler
Television
at auction

Praise for the BENSON & DE VERE series:
‘Vivid and exciting, and the novel raises some important issues to do with
prisons and the ethics of the legal system.’ – The Times
‘I hope John Fairfax is planning a long series involving Benson. [An]
excellent legal thriller.’ – Literary Review
‘The courtroom scenes are brilliant, and Benson really comes alive under
pressure. Stubborn, fitful and contradictory, he’s a highly individualised
creation.’ – Spectator
‘Assured storytelling and highly intriguing moral complexity. I tore through
it.’ – Chris Brookmyre
John Fairfax is a pseudonym for William Brodrick. William
Brodrick was born in Bolton, Lancashire in 1960. He studied
philosophy, theology and law, worked with homeless people in
London and then became a barrister. He is the author of six
Father Anselm novels. He is married with three children and
lives in France.
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Women’s Fiction

A SPRINGTIME AFFAIR
Katie Fforde
It’s the season of new beginnings for Helena and Gilly.
Gilly runs her own B&B business from her much-loved family
home, which she doesn’t want to part with – at any price.
But that’s before she meets handsome estate agent Leo, and
soon she begins to wonder whether selling up might not be
such a bad idea after all.
Meanwhile Gilly’s daughter Helena has a budding romance of
her own. A talented weaver, she’s becoming very close to her
new landlord, Jago, who’s offered to help her at an upcoming
craft fair.
It’s what friends do, and they are just friends. Aren’t they?
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Century (February 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: Meulenhoff Boekerij
German: under offer
Hungarian: Libri Kiado
Material: Finished Copies

With spring in full bloom, Helena and Gilly begin to ask
themselves the same question:
Might their new loves lead to happily ever after?
Praise for Katie Fforde:
‘Modern-day Austen. Great fun.’ – Red

#5 on the
SUNDAY
TIMES
BESTSELLER
List

Length: 448 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Delicious – gorgeous humour and the lightest of touches.’ – The
Sunday Times
Katie Fforde lives in Gloucestershire with her husband and
some of her three children. Recently her old hobbies of ironing
and housework have given way to singing, Flamenco dancing
and husky racing. She claims this keeps her fit. She is the author
of 24 previous bestsellers, most recently, A COUNTRY
ESCAPE and A ROSE PETAL SUMMER.
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Crime

WATCH OVER YOU
M.J. Ford
The hunt is on. And this time, it’s personal…
DS Josie Masters is called out to a house in North Oxford to
investigate a serious incident – an apparent burglary turned
violent. But things take a personal turn when she walks through
the door and discovers the body is that of her former friend and
mentor, Harry Ferman.
He’d lived alone, though possessions found in his spare
bedroom indicate that he’s had a lodger staying – a young
woman who seems to have fled the scene. Soon, though,
further vengeful killings rock Oxford, and evidence mounts
that the picture is not as simple as it first appeared.

Agent: Julia Churchill

The girl is on the run, and someone is following her – leaving a
stack of bodies in their wake…

UK: Avon (July 2020)
Material: Manuscript

Praise for M.J. Ford

Length: 400 pages

‘Superb – really enjoyable and gritty.’ – Mel Sherratt

Previous Publications: Keep Her Close
(2019), Hold My Hand (2018)

‘Well-written and sizzling with tension.’ – James Nally

Film/TV rights: Available

‘A fab, page turning thriller!’ – Jacqui Rose

M.J. Ford is a writer and an editor at Working Partners, where
he works on projects across the age groups. He loves thrillers,
historical and fantasy titles.
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Literary Fiction

SUNCATCHER
Romesh Gunesekera

Shortlisted
for the MAN
BOOKER PRIZE
(Reef , 1994)

1964. Ceylon is on the brink of change. But Kairo is at a loose
end. School is closed, the government is in disarray, the press is
under threat and the religious right are flexing their muscles.
Kairo’s hard-working mother blows off steam at her cha-chacha classes; his Trotskyite father grumbles over the state of the
nation between his secret flutters on horseraces in faraway
England. All Kairo wants to do is hide in his room and flick
through second-hand westerns and superhero comics or escape
on his bicycle and daydream. Then he meets the magnetic
teenage Jay, and his whole world is turned inside out.

Material: Finished Copies

A budding naturalist and a born rebel, Jay keeps fish and traps
birds for an aviary he is building in the garden of his grand
home. The adults in Jay’s life have no say in what he does or
where he goes: he holds his beautiful, fragile mother in
contempt, and his wealthy father seems fuelled by anger. But
his Uncle Elvin, suave and worldly, is his encourager. As Jay
guides him from the realm of make believe into one of huntingguns and fast cars and introduces him to a girl – Niromi – Kairo
begins to understand the price of privilege and embarks on a
journey of devastating consequence.

Length: 208 pages

‘Intoxicating. A lyrical and soulful voice.’ – Guardian

Film/TV rights: Available

‘Gunesekera achieves something remarkable. SUNCATCHER is
memorable and brilliant… Wise and poignant.’ – Financial Times

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Bloomsbury (November 2019)
US: The New Press (Spring 2020)

‘Sumptuous.’ – Spectator
‘Vivid… A period piece suffused with foreboding.’ – The Sunday
Times
Romesh Gunesekera was born in Sri Lanka and lives in
Britain. His fiction has been translated into many languages and
he has run highly acclaimed writing workshops around the
world. He has also been a judge for a number of prestigious
literary prizes including the David Cohen British Literature
Prize, the Caine Prize for African Writing and the 2013 Granta
list of the Best of Young British Novelists.
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Literary Fiction

ARTIFACT
Arlene Heyman
Lottie Kristin is independent from the start. Born in the middle
of the century to a middle-class family in the very middle of
America, Lottie is set apart by her smarts and sensuality. A girl
who’d rather carry out dissections on a snowy back porch than
join her family for Christmas dinner is a strange and exotic
artifact in the town of Sleeping Bay.
But by her early twenties, Lottie finds herself trapped in a
marriage gone stale, with a daughter she adores but whose
existence jeopardizes her place in the lab and her dream of
becoming a scientist. How can a young woman make her way
in a world determined to contain her brilliance, her will, and her
longing to live?

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Bloomsbury (July 2020)

Bravely and wisely written, ARTIFACT is an intimate and
propulsive portrait of a whole woman, a celebration of her
refusal to be defined by others’ imaginations, and a meditation
on the glorious chaos of biological life.

US: Bloomsbury (June 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: Atlas Contact
German: Btb
Material: Manuscript
Length: 304 pages
Previous Publications: Scary Old Sex
(2016)

‘ARTIFACT is a knock-out of a novel, with a hard-to-love, impossiblenot-to-love heroine, Lottie, whose jittery journey from pregnant teenager to
acknowledged scientist is related with beauty and honesty.’ – Judith
Viorst
‘A thrilling book that – like all the best literature – leaves you feeling as
if you’ve been through a major life experience and you’re stronger for it.’ –
Sandra Newman

Film/TV rights: Available

Arlene Heyman is the author of the short story collection
SCARY OLD SEX, and a recipient of Woodrow Wilson,
Fulbright, Rockefeller, and Robert Wood Johnson fellowships.
She is a psychiatrist/psychoanalyst practicing in New York City.
This is her first novel.
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Historical Fiction

THE LION SHIELD
Book #1 in the ATHENIAN series
Conn Iggulden
The momentous struggle between Athens and Sparta as rival
powers and political systems will last for twenty-seven years
(431 to 404 BC).
It will end in the fall of Athens.
Filled with cunning political scheming, astonishing military
prowess, invasions, treacheries, plagues, ambitions, virtues, and
emotions and a lot of intrigue, Conn Iggulden brings to life one
of the most thrilling chapters of the ancient world.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs

Praise for Conn Iggulden:

UK: Michael Joseph (May 2020)

‘Iggulden is in a class of his own when it comes to epic, historical fiction.’
– Daily Mirror

Material: Manuscript due soon
Length: 400 pages

‘Pacey and juicy, and packed with action.’ – The Sunday Times

Film/TV rights: Available

‘One of our finest historical novelists.’ – Daily Express

Conn Iggulden is one of the most successful authors of
historical fiction writing today. His previous three series
describe the founding of the greatest empires of their day, as
well as the Wars of the Roses and were all #1 bestsellers. Conn
Iggulden lives in Hertfordshire with his wife and children.
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Thriller

THE RESIDENT
David Jackson
There’s a serial killer on the run.
And he’s hiding in your house…
Thomas Brogan is a serial killer. Having left a trail of bodies in
his wake, and with the police hot on his heels, it seems like
Thomas has nowhere left to hide. That is until he breaks into
an abandoned house at the end of a terrace on a quiet street.
And when he climbs up into the loft, he realises that he can
drop down into all the other houses on the street through the
shared attic space.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Serpent’s Tail (July 2020)
Translation rights sold:
German: Rowohlt
Russian: Eksmo
Material: Manuscript
Length: 320 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

That’s when the real fun begins. Because the one thing that
Thomas enjoys even more than killing, is playing games with
his victims. And his new neighbours have more than enough
dark secrets to make this game his best one yet…
Do you fear The Resident? Soon you’ll be dying to meet him.
‘Disturbing, blackly funny and completely compulsive, David Jackson
wrings every bit of possible tension from his deliciously chilling premise.’
– Alex North
‘Utterly compelling and impossible to put down. A terrifying glimpse into
a fractured mind. Incredible.’ – Luca Veste
‘A mind-blowing, head-rattling, whirlwind of a thriller.’ – Joanna
Cannon
‘Dark and disturbing yet so absorbing. Jackson knows how to reel you
in.’ – Mel Sherratt
David Jackson is the author of a series of crime thrillers
featuring New York Detective Callum Doyle. His debut novel,
PARIAH was Highly Commended in the Crime Writers
Association Debut Dagger Awards. When not writing fiction,
David spends his time as a lecturer in a university science
department. He also gives occasional workshops on creative
writing. He lives on the Wirral peninsula with his wife and two
daughters.
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Literary Fiction

STILLICIDE
Cynan Jones
Water is commodified. The Water Train that serves the city is
increasingly at risk of sabotage.
As news breaks that construction of a gigantic Ice Dock will
displace more people than first thought, protestors take to the
streets and the lives of several individuals begin to interlock. A
nurse on the brink of an affair. A boy who follows a stray dog
out of the city. A woman who lies dying. And her husband, a
marksman: a man forged by his past and fearful of the future,
who weighs in his hands the possibility of death against the
possibility of life.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Granta (October 2019)
US: Catapult (November 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: Koppernik
Portuguese: 20|20 Editora

From one of the most celebrated writers of his generation,
STILLICIDE is a moving story of love and loss and the will to
survive, and a powerful glimpse of the tangible future.
‘STILLICIDE can be added to the growing roster of powerful and urgent
meditations on the future. As a tract of written language, it is close to
perfect.’ – Guardian
‘How big this small book is, giving the barest details of its future
world… exciting, upsetting and essential.’ – Financial Times

Material: Finished Copies
Length: 192 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Jones’s book is written in a striking imagistic style that makes it vividly
convincing.’ – The Sunday Times
‘A tense and moving love story… the book-ending stories are
unforgettable… high-stake miniatures that expertly convey the impression
of time moving but also staying still.’ – Daily Mail
Cynan Jones is the author of THE LONG DRY (Betty Trask
Award), EVERYTHING I FOUND ON THE BEACH, THE
DIG (Jerwood Fiction Prize, WBOTY Fiction Prize) and
COVE, part of which was published as an extract in the New
Yorker, and won the BBC National Short Story Award 2017.
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Crime

MIDNIGHT AT MALABAR HOUSE
Vaseem Khan
As India celebrates the arrival of a momentous new decade,
Inspector Persis Wadia stands vigil in the basement of Malabar
House, home to the city’s most unwanted unit of police
officers.
Six months after joining the force she remains India’s first
female police detective, mistrusted, sidelined and now
consigned to the midnight shift.
And so, when the phone rings to report the murder of
prominent English diplomat Sir James Herriot, the country’s
most sensational case falls into her lap.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Hodder & Stoughton (August
2020)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 240 pages (manuscript)

As 1950 dawns and India prepares to become the world’s
largest republic, Persis, accompanied by Scotland Yard
criminalist Archie Blackfinch, finds herself investigating a case
that is becoming more political by the second.
Navigating a country and society in turmoil, Persis, smart,
stubborn and untested in the crucible of male hostility that
surrounds her, must find a way to solve the murder – whatever
the cost.

Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Vaseem Khan:
‘Utterly charming.’ – Guardian
‘Endearing and gripping.’ – The Sunday Times
‘A most beguiling series.’ – Financial Times
Vaseem Khan was born in London in 1973 to an Indian father
and Pakistani mother. He spent ten years working in India
between 1997 and 2007, before moving back to London where
he now lives. He is the Business Development Director at
University College London’s Department of Security and
Crime Science.
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Historical Fiction

CAMELOT
Giles Kristian
Britain is a land riven by anarchy, slaughter, famine, filth and
darkness. Its armies are destroyed, its heroes dead, or missing.
Arthur and Lancelot fell in the last great battle and Merlin has
not been seen these past ten years. Now, the Saxons are
gathering again, their warbands stalk the land, their king seeks
dominion. As for the lords and kings of Britain, they look only
to their own survival and will not unite as they once did under
Arthur and his legendary sword Excalibur.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Transworld (May 2020)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 450 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

But in an isolated monastery in the marshes of Avalon, a novice
of the order is preparing to take his vows when the life he has
known is suddenly turned upside down in a welter of blood.
Two strangers – the wild-spirited, Saxon-killing Iselle and the
ageing warrior Gawain – will pluck the young man from the
wreckage of his simple existence. Together, they will seek the
last druid and the cauldron of a god. And the young man must
come to terms with his legacy and fate as the son of the most
celebrated yet most infamous of Arthur’s warriors: Lancelot.
For this is the story of Galahad, Lancelot’s son – the reluctant
warrior who dared to keep the dream of Camelot alive. . .
Praise for LANCELOT:
‘A masterpiece.’ – Conn Iggulden
‘Intense and powerful… written with deep expression and enormous
feeling. It is a marvellous historical adventure.’ –Sunday Express
‘Stands head and shoulders above the rest.’ – Manda Scott
‘Glorious. Tragic. Lyrical. Totally gripping.’ – Ben Kane
‘A gorgeous, rich retelling.’ – The Times
Giles Kristian is a bestselling and critically acclaimed novelist.
His Viking novel GOD OF VENGEANCE was a Times Book
of the Year and his novel LANCELOT was a Top 10 Sunday
Times bestseller.
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Thriller

SEVEN DAYS
Alex Lake
A race against time to save her child…
In seven days, Maggie’s son, Seb, turns three. But she’s not
planning a party or buying presents or updating his baby book.
She’s dreading it. Because in her world, third birthdays are the
days on which the unthinkable happens… she loses her child.
For the last twelve years Maggie has been imprisoned in a
basement. Abducted aged fifteen, she gave birth to two sons
before Seb, and on their third birthdays her captor came and
took them from her.
She cannot let it happen again. But she has no idea how to stop
it. And the clock is ticking…
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: HarperCollins (October 2019)
Material: Finished Copies

‘With an unrelenting sense of urgency, this brilliant book will get under
your skin. Great hook, fast-paced, fully engrossing.’ – Sam Carrington

Length: 416 pages

‘This is creepy storytelling of the highest order: spine-chilling and difficult to
put down.’ – Daily Mail

Previous Publications: The Last Lie
(2018), Copycat (2017), Killing Kate
(2016), After Anna (2015)

‘A superb read for suspense fans, this taut thriller will have you racing for
the finish.’ – Heat

Film/TV rights: Available

‘A gripping page turner.’ – Closer
Alex Lake is the pseudonym of a British novelist whose first
book AFTER ANNA was a Sunday Times Top Ten Bestseller, a
USA Today paperback bestseller and one of Amazon UK’s top
ten debuts of 2010. Alex was born in the North West of
England in the 1970s and now lives in the North East of the
US.
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THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE LITTLE
BIT STUPID
Marina Lewycka
George Pantis is in a pickle.
After walking out on his wife Rosie on Referendum night 2016
to shack up with hairdresser ‘Brexit Brenda’ next door, he
thinks he’s got it made – especially when he wins millions on a
Kosovan lottery he only vaguely remembers entering.
Unfortunately, he’s forgotten his password and can’t get at his
money. Which is a problem because he suddenly has to contend
with lots of forceful new friends desperate to know his mother's
maiden name.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Fig Tree (March 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Ukrainian: Tempora
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 272 pages
Previous Publications: The Lubetkin
Legacy (2016), Various Pets Alive and
Dead (2012), We Are All Made of Glue
(2009), Two Caravans (2007), A Short
History of Tractors in Ukrainian (2005)
Film/TV rights: Available

As things quickly get out of hand, George must make a mad
dash from Sheffield to the Adriatic – and into the arms of
organized crime gangs who specialize in illegal kidney
transplants and heroin smuggling.
George is in need of rescue – both from this pickle and from
himself. But will his son Sensible Sid, Brenda and Rosie put
aside their differences long enough to help? And might the
journey bring this dysfunctional family back together?
Praise for Marina Lewycka:
‘Hilarious and horrifying. . . funny, clever and well observed.’ –
Guardian
‘Engaging, shrewd and winningly perceptive.’ – The Sunday Times
‘Pure laugh-out-loud social comedy.’ – Daily Mail
Marina Lewycka was born in Kiel, Germany, after the war,
grew up in England and lives in Sheffield. Her first novel, A
SHORT HISTORY OF TRACTORS IN UKRAINIAN, was
translated into 32 languages and was longlisted for the Man
Booker Prize 2005, shortlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction
2005, and was the winner of the Bollinger Everyman Prize for
Comic Fiction in 2005 and the Saga Award for Wit 2005.
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Women’s Fiction

RESCUE ME
Sarra Manning

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Hodder (2021)
Translation rights sold:
German: Piper
Russian: AST
Material: Manuscript
Length: 303 pages (manuscript)
Previous Publications: The House of
Secrets (2017), After The Last Dance
(2016), It Felt Like A Kiss (2014), Nine
Uses For An Ex-Boyfriend (2012), You
Don’t Have to Say You Love Me (2011),
Unsticky (2009)
Film/TV rights: Available

Margot and Will cross paths at the local dog rescue centre
where, after a series of misunderstandings and a lot of
consternation, they agree to foster Blossom (a staffy with a giant
head, soft, floppy ears and kohl-rimmed brown eyes) together:
one week on, one week off.
Margot and Will don’t get off to the best of starts: he thinks
Margot is demanding and needy and Just So Much. And she
thinks Will is emotionally unavailable, slightly brittle and very
mistrustful. They’re both right.
But the more they bicker, the worse Blossom behaves, and they
realise they have to form some sort of truce in order to dogparent (or “pawrent” as Margot calls it, to which Will rolls his
eyes) her together. It’s almost as if Blossom has plans of her
own…

Praise for Sarra Manning:
‘Extremely atmospheric and unputdownable. I loved it.’ – Marian
Keyes
‘An engrossing tale of love and second chances.’ – Sunday Mirror
‘A deeply satisfying read on every level. It's spirited, unpredictable, evocative
and engrossing. Impossible to put down. I loved it!’ – Santa Montefiore

Sarra Manning is a journalist and the author of over twenty
YA and adult commercial novels (contemporary and historical),
and most recently wrote THE RISE AND FALL OF BECKY
SHARP, a modern-day retelling of VANITY FAIR. She is also
Literary Editor for Red Magazine. RESCUE ME is inspired by
her beloved dog, Miss Betsy, who she lost last year.
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THE MIRROR & THE LIGHT
Hilary Mantel

TWICE
WINNER
of the
MAN BOOKER
PRIZE

‘If you cannot speak truth at a beheading, when can you speak it?’
England, May 1536. Anne Boleyn is dead, decapitated in the
space of a heartbeat by a hired French executioner. As her
remains are bundled into oblivion, Thomas Cromwell
breakfasts with the victors. The blacksmith’s son from Putney
emerges from the spring’s bloodbath to continue his climb to
power and wealth, while his formidable master, Henry VIII,
settles to short-lived happiness with his third queen, before Jane
dies giving birth to the male heir he most craves.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Fourth Estate (March 2020)
US: Henry Holt (March 2020)
Canada: HarperCollins (March 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Albanian: Dituria
Chinese Simplified: Shanghai
Chinese Complex: Commonwealth
Croatian: VBZ
Czech: Argo
Dutch: Meridiaan
Finnish: Teos
French: Sonatine
German: DuMont Verlag
Greek: Papyros
Hungarian: Libri Kiado
Italian: Fazi Editore
Japanese: Hayakawa Shobo
Lithuanian: Sofoklis
Norwegian: Forlaget Press
Polish: Sonia Draga
Portuguese/Brazil: Todavia
Portuguese: Editorial Presenca
Serbian: Carobna Knjiga
Spanish: Ediciones Destino
Swedish: Weyler Forlag
Thai: Earnest Publishing
Turkish: Alfa
Ukranian: Ranok

Cromwell is a man with only his wits to rely on; he has no great
family to back him, no private army. Despite rebellion at home,
traitors plotting abroad and the threat of invasion testing
Henry’s regime to breaking point, Cromwell’s robust
imagination sees a new country in the mirror of the future. But
can a nation, or a person, shed the past like a skin? Do the dead
continually unbury themselves? What will you do, the Spanish
ambassador asks Cromwell, when the king turns on you, as
sooner or later he turns on everyone close to him?
With THE MIRROR & THE LIGHT, Hilary Mantel brings to
a triumphant close the trilogy she began with WOLF HALL
and BRING UP THE BODIES. She traces the final years of
Thomas Cromwell, the boy from nowhere who climbs to the
heights of power, offering a defining portrait of predator and
prey, of a ferocious contest between present and past, between
royal will and a common man’s vision: of a modern nation
making itself through conflict, passion and courage.
Hilary Mantel is the author of fourteen books and two-time
winner of the Man Booker Prize for her best-selling novels,
WOLF HALL, and its sequel, BRING UP THE BODIES – an
unprecedented achievement. The Royal Shakespeare Company
adapted WOLF HALL and BRING UP THE BODIES for the
stage to colossal critical acclaim and a BBC/Masterpiece sixpart adaption of the novels was broadcast in 2015.
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Crime

RABBIT HOLE
Patricia Marques
Contemporary Lisbon but with a twist: in this reality a
percentage of the population have been diagnosed as Gifted
meaning they have either telepathic or telekinetic powers.
Gifted individuals are monitored by the National Testing
Institute from a young age and their powers classified on a scale
of 1-10. Anything more than 5 and you’re deemed a potential
safety risk. Anything more than 8 and you’re taken away and
never heard from again.
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Hodder & Stoughton (May 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 368 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Isabel Reis is a Gifted Inspector with the Lisbon police force.
When she is called to investigate a mysterious and violent death
at Lisbon station, it soon becomes apparent that the victim
could only have sustained his fatal injuries through the actions
of a Gifted gone rogue.
And matters become complicated when the victim is identified
as a high-ranking figure at the National Testing Institute.
In a society where Gifted individuals are already viewed with
mistrust and suspicion, Isabel is hiding her own secret and
knows she has to tread carefully as a conspiracy emerges and
the body count rises.

Patricia Marques was born in Barreiro, Portugal before
moving to London when she was 8. She studied for a BA
Creative Writing at the University of Roehampton and later
gained an MA in Creative Writing from City University. She
loves reading and writing crime fiction that has a hint of ‘other’.
She can usually be found most mornings crammed on an
underground train carriage with her nose stuck in a book.
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Speculative Fiction

THE THIEF ON THE WINGED HORSE
Kate Mascarenhas
The Kendrick family have run their world-famous doll-making
business in near isolation since the early 1800s. Only family
members are permitted to work for the firm, and only the men
know the closely guarded secrets of the workshop. Because
Kendricks’ dolls aren’t coveted for the craftsmanship alone.
Each doll has a specific emotion laid on it by its maker. A magic
that can make the beholder feel Bucolic Bliss, Heady Optimism
or even Consuming Paranoia at a single touch.
Persephone Kendrick longs to break tradition and learn the
doll-makers craft, but instead must fulfill a woman’s role,
working on the shop floor. When a handsome stranger arrives
claiming doll-making talent and a blood tie to the family, she
sees a chance to grasp all she desires.

UK: Head of Zeus (August 2020)

But then, one night, the family’s most valuable doll is stolen.
Only someone with knowledge of magic could have taken her.
Only a Kendrick could have committed this crime…

Material: Proofs

Praise for Kate Mascarenhas:

Length: 320 pages

‘A dazzling, genre-defying debut… It’s witty, inventive and unflashily wise
about human hearts; Mascarenhas’s future promises to be an exciting one.’
– Guardian

Agent: Oli Munson

Film/TV rights: Available

‘Breathtakingly tender and wryly understated… An astonishing debut.’ –
New York Times
‘I completely fell in love with this book. Utterly compelling, a delight to
read. I raced through it. It feels like an important novel for and about
women. Women deserve this book!’ – Caroline Criado Perez
‘It’s a book about trauma, grief and the need to exist in time as much as
it’s a sci-fi thriller… She is a genuine talent.’ – Sarah Ditum
Kate Mascarenhas is a writer of speculative fiction. Over the
years she has worked as an advertising copywriter, bookbinder,
doll’s house maker, and social researcher. Currently she lives in
the English midlands with her partner.
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HOLD YOUR TONGUE
Deborah Masson
A brutal murder.
A young woman’s body is discovered with horrifying injuries, a
recent newspaper cutting pinned to her clothing.
A detective with everything to prove.
This is her only chance to redeem herself.
A serial killer with nothing to lose.
He’s waited years, and his reign of terror has only just begun…

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Transworld (January 2020)
Translation rights sold:
German: Heyne
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Gritty and close to the bone, HOLD YOUR TONGUE is a
compelling, addictive read that I devoured in one sitting. With complex,
layered characters and a tension-fuelled plot, this is one of my favourite
debuts of the year.’ – Lisa Hall
‘Tense, edge-of-your-seat stuff.’ – Emma Curtis
‘Expertly paced, intriguing and with a strong emotional kick – this is a
great start to a fab new detective series.’ – SJI Holliday
‘A tense debut in which the past and present collide with devastating
consequences.’ – Mari Hannah

Deborah Masson describes herself as a full-time single mother
of two young children by day and a crime fiction writer/reader
by night. Last year she completed the Faber Work in Progress
course.
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THE JIGSAW MAN
Nadine Matheson
A copycat killer faces not only a hunt by the serial crimes unit,
but the wrath of the original Jigsaw Killer – a psychopathic
narcissist behind bars. But for how long?
On the day she returns to active duty with the Serial Crimes
Unit, DI Anjelica Henley is called to the scene of a crime on the
banks of the river Thames.
Parts of a dismembered body have been found and it soon
becomes apparent there isn’t just one victim but two.
The modus operandi bears striking similarity to Peter Olivier,
the notorious Jigsaw Killer who has spent the past two years
behind bars.
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: HQ/HarperCollins (2021)
US: Hanover Square/HarperCollins
Translation rights sold:
Czech: Euromedia
Dutch: HarperCollins Holland
Finnish: Like
French: Le Seuil
German: Bastei Luebbe
Hungarian: Libri Kiado
Italian: Rizzoli
Japanese: HarperCollins Japan
Korean: Gimm-Young
Polish: Publicat
Russian: Eksmo
Slovene: Mladinska Knjiga

And Olivier isn’t happy that someone out there is stealing his
thunder. As the temperature and body count rise, the heat is on
Henley to apprehend the copycat before Olivier finds a way to
get to him first.

Nadine Matheson was born and raised in Deptford and is a
criminal solicitor. She is a winner of the City University Crime
Writing competition.

Material: Manuscript
Length: 431 pages (manuscript)
Film/TV rights: Optioned
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Literary Fiction

WE ARE NOT IN THE WORLD
Conor O’Callaghan
Heartbroken after a long, painful love affair, a man takes a job
driving a haulage lorry through France. Travelling with him is a
secret passenger – his daughter. Twenty-something, unkempt,
off the rails.
With a week on the road together, man and girl must attempt
to restore themselves and each other, and to repair a
relationship that is at once fiercely loving and deeply scarred.
As the pair journey down the motorways and through the
service stations of France, a devastating picture reveals itself: a
story of grief, of shame, and of love in all its complex, dark and
glorious manifestations.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Doubleday (April 2020)
Ireland: Doubleday Ireland (April
2020)

‘Haunting, mesmerising, and so deeply intelligent about the interwoven
strengths and frailties of the human heart.’ – Kamila Shamsie
‘Wonderful, wrenching. . . full of enormous feelings very precisely rendered.’
– Sara Baume
‘A whirlpool of memories, regrets and hopes.’ – Tim Pears

Translation rights sold:
Danish: Jensen & Dalgaard
French: Sabine Wespieser
Hebrew: Lesa Press

‘An uncanny ability to turn the seemingly insignificant into something
monumental.’ – Jan Carson

Material: Proofs

‘Unusual, utterly original and mysterious. . . definitely a 2020 must read.’
– Elaine Feeney

Length: 276 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Conor O’Callaghan was born in Newry in Northern Ireland,
and grew up ten miles away in Dundalk in the Republic of
Ireland. He has published five collections of poems. He has also
published a comic prose memoir about Ireland’s 2002 World
Cup debacle, RED MIST: ROY KEANE AND IRELAND’S
WORLD CUP CIVIL WAR (Bloomsbury, 2004), and the
acclaimed gothic novel NOTHING ON EARTH
(Transworld/Doubleday, 2016). He lived for several years in
the US, and now divides his time between Sheffield and Dublin.
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HAMNET
Maggie O’Farrell
Two extraordinary people. A love that draws them together. A
loss that threatens to tear them apart.
On a summer’s day in 1596, a young girl in Stratford-uponAvon takes to her bed with a fever. Her twin brother, Hamnet,
searches everywhere for help. Why is nobody at home?
Their mother, Agnes, is over a mile away, in the garden where
she grows medicinal herbs. Their father is working in London.
Neither parent knows that one of the children will not survive
the week.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Headline (March 2020)
US: Knopf (April 2020)
Canada: Knopf (May 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Catalan: L’Altra Editorial
Dutch: Nijgh & van Ditmar
French: Belfond
German: Piper
Hebrew: Lesa Press
Italian: Ugo Guanda
Lithuanian: Baltos Lankos
Romanian: Pandora
Russian: under offer
Serbian: Laguna
Spanish: Libros del Asteroide
Swedish: Sekwa
Turkish: Domingo
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 352 pages
Previous Publications: I Am, I Am, I
Am (2017), This Must Be the Place (2016),
Instructions for a Heatwave (2013), The
Hand that First Held Mine (2010), The
Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox (2006),
The Distance Between Us (2004), My
Lover’s Lover (2002), After You’d Gone
(2000)

HAMNET is a novel inspired by the son of a famous
playwright. It is a story of the bond between twins, and of a
marriage pushed to the brink by grief. It is also the story of a
flea that boards a ship in Alexandria; a kestrel and its mistress;
and a glovemaker’s son who flouts convention in pursuit of the
woman he loves. Above all, it is a tender and unforgettable
reimagining of a boy whose life has been all but forgotten, but
whose name was given to one of the most celebrated plays ever
written.
‘Dazzling, devastating.’ – Kamila Shamsie
‘Exquisite, immersive and compelling… deserves to win prizes.’ –
Marian Keyes
‘HAMNET is a beautiful read, a devastating one, intricate, and
breathtakingly imaginative. It will stay with me a long time.’ – Rachel
Joyce
‘Miraculous… a profound exploration of the healing power of creativity.’
– Observer
Maggie O’Farrell was born in Northern Ireland in 1972, grew
up in Wales and Scotland, and currently lives in Edinburgh.
Previously a journalist, she is now the author of eight novels
and a memoir. She has been a number one Sunday Times
bestseller and her prizes include the Costa Novel Award, a Betty
Trask Award, and the Somerset Maugham Award.
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Women’s Fiction

THE SUMMER WE RAN AWAY
Jenny Oliver
In Cedar Road, everyone is preparing for Lexi’s ‘White Hot’
summer party. For one night, parking squabbles and petitions
are put aside as neighbours sip Prosecco under the fairy lights
and gather by the hot tub to marvel at Lexi’s effortlessly
glamorous life with Hot Hamish.
For Julia, it’s a chance to coax husband Charlie out of his
potting shed and into a shirt so they can have a welcome break
from the hellish house renovation they’ve been wrestling with.
And it’s a chance for Julia to pretend – just for a night – that
her life is as perfect as Lexi’s.

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: HarperCollins (June 2020)
Material: Manuscript

But when, during the party, one of Julia’s WhatsApp messages
falls into the wrong hands and reveals her most intimate
thoughts, things reach boiling point…
And when all the neighbours know exactly what you’re
thinking, there’s only one thing to do.
Run away.

Length: 384 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

It’s going to be a summer Julia will never forget…
Praise for Jenny Oliver:
‘You know you’re in for a treat when you open a Jenny Oliver book.’ –
Debbie Johnson
‘Brilliantly written, this is packed full of humour and there is a wonderful
thread of love… A perfect holiday read.’ – The Sun
Jenny Oliver wrote her first book on holiday when she was ten
years old. Illustrated with cut-out supermodels from her sister’s
Vogue, it was an epic, sweeping love story not so loosely based
on Dynasty. Since then Jenny has gone on to get an English
degree and a job in publishing that’s taught her what it takes to
write a novel (without the help of the supermodels). She is now
the author of six novels and five novellas.
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Graphic Novel

NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR Graphic Novel
George Orwell
An original and beautiful adaptation of a modern classic.
Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy
the demands of the Ministry of Truth.
With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that
seeks power for its own sake and persecutes those who dare to
commit thoughtcrimes.
But as he starts to think for himself, Winston can’t escape the
fact that Big Brother is always watching…
Agent: Bill Hamilton
Brazil: Companhia das Letras (August
2020)
UK: Penguin (December 2020)
US: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
(December 2020)
Translation rights sold:
French: Editions Grasset
German: Ullstein
Greek: Kaktos
Italian: Mondadori
Polish: Jaguar
Portuguese: Alfaguara
Romanian: Polirom
Spanish: Penguin Random House
Material: Manuscript
Film/TV rights: Unavailable

A startling and haunting vision of the world, NINETEEN
EIGHTY-FOUR is so powerful that it is completely
convincing from start to finish. No one can deny the influence
of this novel, its hold on the imaginations of multiple
generations of readers, or the resilience of its admonitions – a
legacy that seems only to grow with the passage of time. ‘Who
controls the past controls the future: who controls the present
controls the past.’

George Orwell is the author of the classic political satire
ANIMAL FARM and the dystopian masterpiece NINETEEN
EIGHTY-FOUR. He is also well known for his essays and
journalism, particularly his works covering his travels and his
time fighting in the Spanish Civil War. His writing is celebrated
for its piercing clarity, purpose and wit.
Fido Nesti was born in São Paulo, Brazil and is a self-taught
artist, working with illustration and comics for over 25 years.
His images have appeared in The New Yorker, Rolling Stone,
Playboy, Runner’s World, Americas Quarterly, Folha de S. Paulo, Piauí,
CULT and others; and also on covers and text books for a range
of publishers, including Companhia das Letras and FTD. He
produced the graphic novels OS LUSIADAS EM
QUADRINHOS (2006) and A MAQUINA DE GOLDBERG
(2012).
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THE MISSING TREASURES OF AMY
ASHTON
Eleanor Ray
Life has taught Amy Ashton that it is easier to love things than
people; things don’t betray you. But a smashed pot, an old letter
and the friendship of a nine year old boy, might just show Amy
that love is possible after all.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Piatkus/Little, Brown (2021)
Translation rights sold:
French: NiL/Robert Laffont
German: S. Fischer/Krüger
Italian: Salani
Spanish: Duomo
Material: Manuscript
Length: 239 pages (manuscript)
Film/TV rights: Available

Amy Ashton once dreamed of becoming an artist, of creating
beautiful objects. But now she simply collects them. Aquamarine bottles, bright yellow crockery, deep Tuscan red pots
(and the odd slow-cooker) take up every available inch of space
in her house. She even has a room full of birds.
But her house is full of more than just objects. It’s also full of
memories of what might have been, not all of which are
beautiful. And as with her objects, Amy prefers to keep these
memories to herself. Or rather, to pretend they never
happened.
But when a new family moves in next door, with two young
boys, one of whom has a collection of his own, Amy’s carefully
managed life starts to unravel. A smashed pot reveals something
that makes Amy question whether the love she thought she’d
lost might still be there for the taking.
As Amy embarks on a journey back into the past, she has to
contend with nosy neighbours, the council who want to see
inside her house and a nine and half year old boy, whose love
of big diggers might just show Amy that sharing her life with
someone else is finally possible.

Eleanor Ray lives in London with her two young children and
one incredibly messy husband. She works as a marketing
director by day.
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FINDING HENRY APPLEBEE
Celia Reynolds
Eighty-five-year-old Henry Arthur Applebee has had a pretty
good life. But one regret has haunted him for the last sixty-five
years.
And so, on an ordinary December morning, he boards a train
from London to Edinburgh. His goal is simple: to find the
woman who disappeared from his life decades earlier.
But Henry isn’t the only person on a mission. Also bound for
Edinburgh is troubled teen, Ariel. And when the two strangers
collide, what began as one humble journey will catapult them
both into a whole new world…

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: HarperCollins (December 2019)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 432 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘An absolute delight. It’s beautiful and elegiac and written with such a
good heart.’ – BAFTA award-winning screenwriter and
producer Russell T. Davies OBE
‘Beautifully written, wonderfully warm, a lovely, gentle, feel-good story
perfect for this time of year.’ – Zara Stoneley
‘If you’re looking for an uplifting read to coax you through January, I
recommend Finding Henry Applebee… tender, beautiful writing and
wonderful observations.’ – Tracy Rees
‘I found it to be an emotional and heart-warming story which had a quiet
joyfulness about it. About life and love and relationships… about second
chances and it never being too late. The characters were wonderfully
drawn, and I warmed to them all.’ – Caroline Roberts
‘An intricate, absorbing, sliding puzzle of a story about friendship, family
and love, written with warmth and genuine heart. Tender, lyrical and
ultimately uplifting.’ – Iona Grey
Celia Reynolds was born and raised in Wales and worked for
almost twenty-five years in the film industry in London, and
briefly Rome. She left her job as European Marketing Director
at Twentieth Century Fox in 2012 to write, and enrolled in the
Complete Creative Writing Course at the Groucho Club. She is
now based on the Gower coast in South Wales.
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THE HEATWAVE
Kate Riordan
Elodie was beautiful. Elodie was smart. Elodie was manipulative.
Elodie is dead.
When Sylvie receives a letter calling her back to her crumbling
family home in Provence, she knows she has to go. In the
middle of a sweltering summer marked by unusual fires across
the countryside, she returns to La Reverie with her youngest
daughter Emma in tow.
In every corner of the house, Sylvie can’t escape the spectre of
Elodie, her first child. Elodie with the golden hair. Elodie, who
knew exactly how to get what she wanted. Elodie, whose death
the villagers still whisper about.

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Michael Joseph (May 2020)
US: Grand Central (August 2020)
Translation rights sold:
French: Editions Stock
German: DuMont
Material: Manuscript
Length: 416 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

As the fires creep even closer towards the villa, it’s clear to
Sylvie that something isn’t right at La Reverie. Because there’s
something that Sylvie hasn’t admitted about what happened to
Elodie ten summers ago. . .
Praise for Kate Riordan:
‘Wonderfully atmospheric and utterly engrossing. I hardly moved until I
had read to the very last word.’ – AJ Pearce
‘A beautiful and intriguing page-turner.’ – Dinah Jefferies
‘Heady with atmosphere, simmering with tension, this novel had me
captivated. When I wasn’t reading, I was thinking about it, when I was
reading, I couldn't think about anything else!’ – Jenny Ashcroft
‘Richly textured, with a clever and deeply satisfying conclusion.’ –
Express
‘With excellent characters, the novel revels in its magical backdrop.’ –
Daily Mail
Kate Riordan is a writer and journalist. After working on the
staff of the Guardian and Time Out London, she left the capital
and moved to the Cotswolds in order to concentrate on writing
novels. She is published in the UK by Penguin.
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ELEVEN LINES TO SOMEWHERE
Alyson Rudd
In a world of what-ifs, a connection has been made…
When Ryan spots a young woman on the tube on his commute,
he can’t take his eyes off her. Instantly attracted and intrigued,
he’s keen to find out more about his mysterious fellow
passenger.
The woman he thinks of as Millie spends all day travelling the
Underground, unable to leave for reasons unbeknownst to
Ryan. For some inexplicable reason, he just can’t shake the
feeling he wants to help her escape her endless commute.

Praise for Alyson Rudd:
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: HarperCollins (July 2020)
Material: Manuscript due soon

‘Stylish, alluring, utterly gripping.’ – Observer
‘Like nothing you have ever read before.’ – Red

Length: 384 pages

‘A stylish time-slip story à la Sliding Doors.’ – Guardian

Film/TV rights: Available

‘A page-turner of a debut.’ – Grazia

Alyson Rudd is a writer with The Times who writes about sport,
mainly football, and literature. She is a graduate of the London
School of Economics but began her career in fashion before
becoming a financial journalist.
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Domestic Noir

ONE IN THREE
Tess Stimson
Both of them loved him. One of them killed him. . .
Louise has had to watch her husband, Andrew, start a new
family in the four years since he left her. The ‘other woman’ is
now his wife – but Louise isn’t ready to let Caz enjoy the life
that was once hers, or to let go of the man she still loves.
As Louise starts to dig into Caz’s past, the two women’s
pretence of civility starts to slip. But in trying to undermine each
other, they discover more about the man they both married.
And when Andrew is murdered at a family party, both women
are found standing over the body.
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie

It’s always the wife. But which one?

UK: Avon (August 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Arabic: Arab Scientific Publishers
Hungarian: Alexandra
Italian: Giunti
Spanish: Trini Casa Editora
Polish: Otwarte
Portuguese/Brazil: Nova Fronteira

Praise for Tess Stimson:
‘A truly compelling story of family ties and secrets.’ – Daily Express
‘Dark, twisty and addictive. I couldn’t put it down.’ – Lisa Jewell

Material: Manuscript

‘More chilling than Gone Girl and twistier than The Girl on the Train.’
– Jane Green

Film/TV rights: Available

‘It never lets up, all the way to the shocking denouement.’ – Alex Lake

Tess Stimson is the British author of eleven novels, including
top-ten bestseller THE ADULTERY CLUB, and two nonfiction books, which between them have been translated into
dozens of languages. She lives and works in Vermont with her
husband, Erik, their three children, and (at the last count) two
cats, three fish, one gerbil and a large number of bats in the
attic.
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Crime

THE MAN ON THE STREET
Trevor Wood
It started with a splash. Jimmy, a homeless veteran grappling
with PTSD, did his best to pretend he hadn't heard it – the
sound of something heavy falling into the Tyne at the height of
an argument between two men on the riverbank. Not his fight.
Then he sees the headline: GIRL IN MISSING DAD PLEA.
The girl, Carrie, reminds him of someone he lost, and this
decides him: it’s time to stop hiding from his past. But telling
Carrie, what he heard – or thought he heard – turns out to be
just the beginning of the story.
The police don’t believe him, but Carrie is adamant that
something awful has happened to her dad and Jimmy agrees to
help her, putting himself at risk from enemies old and new.
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Quercus (March 2020)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 432 pages
Film/TV rights: Optioned

But Jimmy has one big advantage: when you’ve got nothing,
you’ve got nothing to lose.
‘Fresh, original, authentic and gritty - should be an instant classic.’ – Lee
Child
‘Intricate, expertly paced with a shocking conclusion ... Jimmy is a character
you root for from page one... Simply superb.’ – M. W. Craven
‘A smart, thought-provoking crime read with bags of heart and humanity.’
– Mari Hannah
‘A fine thriller with something to say – it feels like a blast of fresh air in
the genre.’ – Stef Penney
Trevor Wood has lived in Newcastle for 25 years and considers
himself an adopted Geordie, though he still can’t speak the
language. He’s a successful playwright who has also worked as
a journalist and spin-doctor for the City Council. Prior to that
he served in the Royal Navy for 16 years. Trevor holds an MA
in Creative Writing (Crime Fiction) from UEA. THE MAN
ON THE STREET is his first novel.
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History

APPEASING HITLER
Chamberlain, Churchill and the Road to War
Tim Bouverie
On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Neville Chamberlain
stepped off an aeroplane and announced that his visit to Hitler
had averted the greatest crisis in recent memory. It was, he later
assured the crowd in Downing Street, ‘peace for our time’. Less
than a year later, Germany invaded Poland and the Second
World War began.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Bodley Head (April 2019)
US: Tim Duggan Books/RH (June
2020)
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Simplified: Ginkgo
Croatian: Ljevak
Dutch: De Arbeiderspers
French: Flammarion
German: Rowohlt
Italian: Mondadori
Polish: Wielka Litera
Portuguese/Brazil: Planeta
Romanian: Litera
Spanish: Debate
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 512 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

SUNDAY
TIMES
BESTSELLER

APPEASING HITLER is a compelling new narrative history
of the disastrous years of indecision, failed diplomacy and
parliamentary infighting that enabled Nazi domination of
Europe. Drawing on deep archival research, including
previously unseen sources, Tim Bouverie has created an
unforgettable portrait of the ministers, aristocrats and amateur
diplomats who, through their actions and inaction, shaped their
country’s policy and determined the fate of Europe.
‘Tim Bouverie tells the story of appeasement with skill, verve and panache,
using contemporary accounts to great effect in exploring the mentalities that
lay behind the political decisions.’ – Ian Kershaw
‘An eye-opening narrative which makes for exciting but at times
uncomfortable reading; as one reflects on possible lessons for the present.’ –
Antonia Fraser
‘This is the debut of an unusually talented writer, one of the most promising
young historians to enter our field for years.’ – Max Hastings
‘APPEASING HITLER is an astonishingly accomplished debut.
Bouverie writes with a wonderful clarity and we will no doubt hear a lot
more of his voice in future.’ – Antony Beevor
Tim Bouverie was awarded a First-Class degree in History
from Christ Church, Oxford. From 2013-2017 he was a
political journalist at Channel 4 News. He regularly reviews
history and politics books, and has written for the Spectator,
Observer and Daily Telegraph. For the last five years, he has also
worked at the Chalke Valley History Festival as a compère and
interviewer.
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of sources and characters, Tim Bouverie has written a fascinating and
scholarly portrait of a decade when credulity, self-interest and poor
judgement prevailed tragically and inexorably over morality and good sense:
this is the reporting of history at its best’
Caroline Moorehead

Politics

THE GATEKEEPER
Life at the Heart of No.10
Kate Fall
For eleven years Kate Fall was one of David Cameron’s closest
advisors. During some of the most significant political events
of our times – the Arab Spring, the financial crash and a
European referendum that has changed the face of British
politics forever – she sat right outside the door of the Prime
Minister’s office, earning herself the title of ‘gatekeeper’.

Agent: Zoë King
UK: HarperCollins (March 2020)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 272 pages

Fall takes us through the Cameron project, from its inception
to coalition, reshuffles, political scandals, two general elections
and three referendums. She speaks frankly and honestly about
the Conservatives’ key players, their project to modernise the
party, how the coalition worked (and how it didn’t). Shedding
light on the world behind the public façade of politics, she
reveals what it is like to be a woman at the heart of power: the
blood, sweat and toil, the victories and regrets, the friendships
and fall outs, the chaos and camaraderie.
Politics tests any relationship with its conflicting priorities of
loyalty, belief, and personal ambition. THE GATEKEEPER is
a very personal portrait of life behind the scenes at the centre
of power.

Film/TV rights: Available

‘For over a decade Kate Fall was the most influential woman in British
politics.’ – The Times
‘A highly readable account of the Rise and Fall of the Camerons.’ – Niall
Ferguson
Kate Fall was deputy chief of staff to David Cameron for six
years while he was the British Prime Minister and for five years
when he was Leader of the Opposition. She is the founding
Executive Director of Brunswick Geopolitical and a member
of the House of Lords. She lives in London with her two
children.
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Lifestyle

IN YOUR FACE
Bernadette Fisers
An industry insider has rewritten the rule book for beauty, and
this is it – with no-nonsense advice, affordable inspiration and
refreshing honesty on every page.
With a new ‘miracle’ makeup product launching every week and
beauty trends changing faster than you can say ‘ten-step Korean
skin routine’, it’s harder than ever to cut through the outlandish
marketing claims and overwhelming choice to find exactly
what’s right for you (and your wallet).

Agent: Zoë King
Australia: Penguin (November 2019)
Material: Finished Copies
Translation rights sold:
Russian: under offer
Length: 336 pages
Previous Publications: The Little Book
of Big Beauty (2018), The Little Book of Big
Happiness (2018), The Little Book of Big
Weightloss (2017)
Film/TV rights: Available

Independent makeup artist Bernadette Fisers has a 25-year
international career under her tool belt, so she’s seen through
the smoke and mirrors of the billion-dollar industry straight to
where true value lies. Now, she’s on a mission to take her fellow
beauty lovers behind the scenes and empower them once and
for all. Like you, Bern just wants what works – and she’s
prepared to search any country and any brand for it so you don’t
have to.
Covering the very best skincare and makeup from the most
trustworthy global brands, plus the hottest step-by-step looks
for any occasion, IN YOUR FACE is a straight-talking beauty
bible for savvy women of all ages. Witty and wise, it explains
what products to buy, why they work and how to use them like
a pro so you can make smarter, easier and more affordable
cosmetics choices.
You don’t need to spend a fortune to look a million dollars. So
wise up, demand more – and prepare to be bolder and more
beautiful than ever before.
Bernadette Fisers has worked in hair and make-up for fashion
and advertising photo shoots for over 20 years, and is now one
of Australia’s foremost fashion make-up artists and hairstylists.
She has travelled all over the world working on many a famous
face – including Celine Dion, Whitney Houston, Jesinta
Campbell and Jessica Mauboy. In 2017, her debut book THE
LITTLE BOOK OF BIG WEIGHTLOSS became an
international sensation, selling in 21 countries around the
world.
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History

A PLACE FOR EVERYTHING
The Story of Alphabetical Order
Judith Flanders
While we emphasize our subconscious appreciation for the
importance of the alphabet, it is alphabetic order, its
organization, that allows us to sift through the centuries of
thought, of knowledge, of poetry, literature, scientific discovery
and discourse. Alphabetic order allows us to locate the
information we need, and disseminate it further. Without
alphabetic order, all the knowledge in the world would lie in
great unsifted stacks of books, unfindable, unread, unknown.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Picador (February 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Russian: Alpina
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 272 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

A PLACE FOR EVERYTHING traces the beginnings of
alphabetization, as we understand it, moving from the
development of what was, in effect, a sixteenth-century protocard catalogue, to a London bookseller who made a
revolutionary breakthrough when he alphabetized his books,
not by lumping all the ‘Thomases’ together (Thomas More,
Thomas Smith, Thomas Elyot), but by ‘sirname’.
The alphabet itself was the invention of ancient days, yet
alphabetic order was the organizing principle that ushered in,
and made possible, the modern world. It may now be on its way
out, as binary code replaces the need to know that O comes
after N. It is long past time that this extraordinary development
was celebrated.
‘Marvellous… I read it with astonished delight… It is equally scholarly
and entertaining.’ – Jan Morris
‘Delightfully quirky and compelling.’ – The Times
Judith Flanders is the author of the bestselling THE
VICTORIAN HOUSE (2003); A CIRCLE OF SISTERS
(2001), which was nominated for the Guardian First Book
Award; the New York Times bestselling THE INVENTION OF
MURDER (2001), shortlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger for
Non-Fiction; THE VICTORIAN CITY (2012), shortlisted for
the Los Angeles Times History Book of the Year; THE MAKING
OF HOME (2014) and CHRISTMAS: A BIOGRAPHY
(2017).
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Business Memoir

SHOEMAKER
Reebok and the Untold Story of a Lancashire
Family Who Changed the World
Joe Foster
The remarkable story of how Joe Foster developed Reebok into
one of the world’s most famous sports brands, having started
from a small factory in Bolton.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Simon & Schuster (September
2020)
Material: Proposal
Length: 320 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Since the late 19th century, the Foster family had been handmaking running shoes, supplying the likes of Eric Liddell and
Harold Abrahams – later immortalised in the film Chariots of Fire
– as well as providing boots to most Football League clubs. But
a family feud between Foster’s father and uncle about the
direction of their business led to Joe and his brother Jeff setting
up a new company, inspired by the success of Adidas and Puma,
and so Reebok was born.
At first, money was so short that Joe and his wife had to live in
their rundown factory, while the machinery that made the shoes
was placed around the edge of the floor, because it was so weak
it could have collapsed if it had been positioned in the middle.
But, from this inauspicious start, a major new player in the
sports equipment field began to emerge, inspired by Joe’s
marketing vision. By the 1980s, Reebok had become a global
phenomenon, when they were the first to latch onto the
potential of the aerobics craze inspired by Jane Fonda. Soon,
Reeboks were being seen on Hollywood red carpets and even
in the film Aliens, where Sigourney Weaver wore a pair of
Reebok Alien Stompers.
SHOEMAKER is a powerful tale of triumph against all the
odds, revealing the challenges and sacrifices that go into
creating a world-beating brand; it is also the story of how a small
local business can transform itself, with the right products and
the right vision, into something much, much bigger.
Joe Foster was born in 1935 in Bolton, England. Joe’s
grandfather was the founder of J W Foster & Sons Ltd and the
inventor of the Spiked Running Shoe. In 1958 Joe and his late
brother, Jeff, founded the sports footwear company which
would become Reebok, one of the most iconic sports brands in
the world.
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Memoir

GROWING GOATS AND GIRLS
Living the Good Life on a Cornish Farm
Rosanne Hodin
Ever dream of packing up and escaping to a simpler life on the
land, just the Cornish landscape and a few cows and goats rising
up to greet you each day? When Rosanne and her husband left
city life for a Cornwall idyll, they knew little of farming, the
seasons and milking; but over time they found their way, rising
to each new challenge and embracing all that the land gave
them.
GROWING GOATS AND GIRLS lovingly and invitingly
charts the rural, hardworking and joyfully haphazard lives of
Rosanne and her husband as they escape London to live off the
land.
Agent: Florence Rees
UK: Coronet (April 2020)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 320 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

In their tumbled-down farmhouse in Cornwall, they learn to
rear goats, chickens, cows, bees – and two children – get to
grips with unruly machinery and cantankerous farmers, and
chart the changing seasons in glorious countryside over thirty
years.
Heart-warming and uplifting in its celebration of the simple
things, this earthy portrait of life on the land taps into our
collective imagination. After all, who hasn’t dreamed of new
beginnings, escaping into nature and living more simply.
GROWING GOATS AND GIRLS reminds us to appreciate
the fleeting, timeless moments of beauty, nature and the simple
comforts of family life.
Rosanne Hodin had an orderly childhood, a misspent youth
and an overloaded adulthood. She has been an office slave, a
glassblower, a welder, mature student, teacher, volunteer in
Africa, mother, farmer and ambivalent sailor. She and her
husband knew nothing of farming when they moved to
Cornwall but learnt through a million mistakes and
unwarranted optimism.
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Politics

THE NEW DESPOTISM
John Keane
A disturbing in-depth exposé of the anti-democratic practices
of despotic governments now sweeping the world.
One day they’ll be like us. That was once the West’s complacent
and self-regarding assumption about countries emerging from
poverty, imperial rule, or communism. But many have hardened
into something very different from liberal democracy: what the
eminent political thinker John Keane describes as a new form
of despotism. And one day, he warns, we may be more like
them.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Harvard University Press (May
2020)

Drawing on extensive travels, interviews, and a lifetime of
thinking about democracy and its enemies, Keane shows how
governments from Russia and China through Central Asia to
the Middle East and Europe have mastered a formidable
combination of political tools that threaten the established
ideals and practices of power-sharing democracy.

US: Harvard University Press (May
2020)

Praise for John Keane:

Translation rights sold:
Turkish: Iletisim

‘In this comprehensive history, Keane looks at how democracy was born, its
many incarnations and how it may perish.’ – The Times

Material: Manuscript
Length: 320 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Keane’s broad sweep, wealth of detailed knowledge, shrewd insights and
fluent, lively prose make it a must-read for scholars and citizens alike.’ –
Publishers Weekly
‘A remarkable book.’ – Observer
John Keane is Professor of Politics at the University of Sydney
and at the Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin (WZB). He is known
globally for his creative thinking about democracy. Among his
best-known books are the highly acclaimed full-scale history of
democracy, THE LIFE AND DEATH OF DEMOCRACY
(2009), WHEN TREES FALL, MONKEYS SCATTER (2017)
and POWER AND HUMILITY: THE FUTURE OF
MONITORY DEMOCRACY (2018).
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Lifestyle/Self-help

THE LAZARUS STRATEGY
How to Age Well and Wisely
Dr Norman Lazarus
84-year old physician, research scientist and champion cyclist,
Dr Norman Lazarus, wants us to take control of our own
futures…
In his first book, THE LAZARUS STRATEGY, Norman will
inspire readers to embrace the coming years with equal
measures of optimism and determination; celebrating the good
news of his research – that staying active is scientifically proven
to keep the body young and healthy and stave off age-related
diseases. His lifestyle blueprint will show us that the positive
changes we can make now are both simple and easily actionable,
but have the power to help us reap the rewards in later life and
enjoy an independent and productive old age.
Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Yellow Kite (May 2020)
Material: Finished Copies

Written with wit and rigour, this is part how-to, part manifesto
drawing on Dr Lazarus’ many years in medicine, on the stories
of patients and on his own experience and research – to show
us that ageing is not a disease, unless we let it become so.

Length: 224 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘The octogenarian professor who holds the secret of eternal youth.’ – The
Times

Dr Norman Lazarus is a Professor at the Center for Human
and Applied Physiological Sciences, King’s College London. He
was educated in South Africa, America, and Britain. Prior to
King’s College London, he was successively Head of Diabetes
Research, Biochemical Research and Cell Biology for the
Wellcome Foundation. In 1977, Dr. Lazarus was awarded The
Heinze Karger Prize in Molecular Biology.

48

History

GENIUS AND ANXIETY
How Jews Changed the World, 1847-1947
Norman Lebrecht
In a hundred-year period, a handful of men and women
changed the way we see the world. Many of them are well
known – Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein, Kafka.
Others have vanished from collective memory despite their
enduring importance in our daily lives. Without Karl
Landsteiner, for instance, there would be no blood transfusions
or major surgery. Without Paul Ehrlich no chemotherapy.
Without Siegfried Marcus no motor car. Without Rosalind
Franklin genetic science would look very different. Without
Fritz Haber there would not be enough food to sustain life on
earth.
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Oneworld (October 2019)
US: Scribner (December 2019)
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Simplified: Citic
Hebrew: Kinneret
Spanish: under offer

What do these visionaries have in common? They all have
Jewish origins. They all have a gift for thinking outside the box
and all of them think fast. In 1847 the Jewish people made up
less than 0.25% of the world’s population, and yet they saw
what others could not. How?
‘Narrated by a sprightly raconteur, with anecdotes and jokes, digressions
and embellishments. Lebrecht piles them high in a ziggurat of enthusiasm
for those ‘who changed the way we see the world.’’ – The Times

Material: Finished Copies
Length: 448 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘An urgent and moving history.’ – Spectator
‘Impressively wide-ranging in scope and unflaggingly fascinating in detail.’
– Financial Times

Norman Lebrecht is a prolific cultural commentator and an
award-winning novelist. He has written 12 books about music,
which have been translated into 17 languages. Norman
Lebrecht’s first novel THE SONG OF NAMES won a
Whitbread Award in 2003 and is soon to be a major feature
film.
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Popular Science/Pyschology

SPITE
Why What Destroys Us Can Set Us Free
Simon McCarthy-Jones
Why do we cut off our noses to spite our faces?
A leading expert in psychology shines a light on a universal
emotion.
If someone had a pot of money to share and offered you a
measly amount, what would you do? Most people, given the
option, turn down the free money and burn the lot…
This behaviour – SPITE – baffles and intrigues. But it seems to
be fundamental to human nature.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Oneworld (September 2020)
US: Basic Books
Material: Manuscript due soon
Film/TV rights: Available

SPITE examines why humans inflict self-harm just to get one over
on someone else. Why do we secretly want our friends to fail? Here
you’ll find irresistible stories of toxic behaviour in supermarkets
and over the privet hedge, ramping up to incendiary divorces,
vicious business practices, backbiting politics, scorched earth
terrorism, Trump and Brexit. Was Trump elected because
people voted out of spite for Hillary Clinton?
There’s a hopeful message too – the upside of our dark side.
Spite can drive us forward, and Simon McCarthy-Jones
provides a fresh perspective on the word by showing the
evolutionary benefits of spite as a social leveller, an enabler of
defiance, a wellspring of freedom and a vital weapon in our
everyday armoury.
Simon McCarthy-Jones is an Associate Professor in Clinical
Psychology and Neuropsychology at Trinity College Dublin.
An internationally recognised expert on the experience of
hallucinations, he also writes on and researches a range of
psychological phenomena. He has written extensively for the
popular press, with articles published in the New Statesman, New
Scientist, Newsweek, the Huffington Post, the Daily Mail, the
Independent and the Irish Times. His articles on ‘The
Conversation’ website have received over a million views to
date.
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History

MURDER: A PRIMER
Kate Morgan
Delving behind the cases that make the headlines and into
plenty that don’t, MURDER: A PRIMER is an exploration of
the crimes, characters and trials that have been so instrumental
in shaping the law of murder over the centuries – the victims,
killers, lawyers and judges.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Mudlark/HarperCollins (2021)

Alongside the likes of Ruth Ellis (the last woman to be hanged
in the UK) and the big companies facing prosecution for
corporate manslaughter in the 21st century, the book recounts
stories of the likes of Richard Parker, the cannibalised cabin boy
whose death led the Victorian courts to outlaw the defence of
necessity to murder; the strange tale of Daniel M’Naghten and
the ‘M’Naghten Rules’, which is still employed to define the
criminally insane in law courts today; of the tragic case of
‘Church & Knott’ and the law of unintended consequences; and
of Dr Percy Bateman, the incompetent GP whose actions
changed the law on manslaughter.

Material: Proposal
Film/TV rights: Available

After qualifying as a lawyer, Kate Morgan specialised in
defending criminal prosecutions in the water industry. She now
works as a consultant for the water industry in London and has
also lectured in law at Birmingham City University.
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Popular Science

THE RAG AND BONE SHOP
How We Make Memories and Memories Make
Us
Veronica O’Keane
We are entirely formed by memory, it gives us our sense of self,
our past, our present and our future. But when it goes wrong,
so does our relationship with others and with the outside world.
Veronica O’Keane, Professor of Psychiatry and a practising
Consultant Psychiatrist uses memorable case studies of people
suffering from schizophrenia, post-partum psychosis, brain
tumours and anorexia to show how we lay down experience,
how memories are hardwired into our reality and make no
distinction between hallucination, dream, or reality.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Allen Lane/Penguin Press
(August 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Complex: Lumières Publishing
Dutch: Het Spectrum
Japanese: Chikuma Shobo
Korean: Random House Korea
Lithuanian: Alma Littera
Romanian: Lifestyle
Spanish: Siruela
Material: Manuscript
Length: 240 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

She has a knack for explaining neurology for the layman: the
time lag between immediate experience and when it is filed
away, why smell is hot-wired into all sensory memories, where
psychosis comes from, and why you can never eradicate a
memory because it is part of you. And finally, the way that
literature and film and fairy tales echo, consciously or
unconsciously, the issues that she deals with in psychiatry.
Veronica O’Keane is a long-standing psychiatrist working in
the public health services. She is a Professor of Psychiatry at
Trinity College Dublin where she leads a research programme
in depression. Her research starts with an examination of the
patient’s subjective experiences and she translates from these
experiences into pathology in brain and body systems. Another
central theme in her work is how childhood adversity modifies
these systems. She is also a public commentator, a mother of
two and a passionate open-sea swimmer. THE RAG AND
BONE SHOP will be published by Allen Lane in 2020.
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Popular Science

IN PRAISE OF WALKING
Shane O’Mara

TOP 10
IRISH TIMES
BESTSELLER

Walking upright on two feet is a uniquely human skill. It defines
us as a species. It enabled us to walk out of Africa and to spread
as far as Alaska and Australia. It freed our hands and freed our
minds. We put one foot in front of the other without thinking
– yet how many of us know how we do that, or appreciate the
advantages it gives us? In this hymn to walking, neuroscientist
Shane O’Mara invites us to marvel at the benefits it confers on
our bodies and minds. IN PRAISE OF WALKING celebrates
this miraculous ability. Incredibly, it is a skill that has its
evolutionary origins millions of years ago, under the sea. And
the latest research is only now revealing how the brain and
nervous system perform the mechanical magic of balancing,
navigating a crowded city, or running our inner GPS system.
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Bodley Head (August 2019)
US: Norton (November 2019)
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Simplified: Ginkgo
Chinese Complex: Gusa
Dutch: De Bezige Bij
French: Editions Chateau d’encre
German: Rowohlt
Greek: Kaktos
Italian: Einaudi
Norwegian: Cappelen Damm
Polish: HarperCollins Polska
Romanian: Polirom
Russian: Portal
Slovene: Mladinska knjiga
Spanish: Anagrama
Turkish: Raskolnikov Kitap
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 256 pages
Previous Publications: Why Torture
Doesn't Work (2015)
Film/TV rights: Available

Walking is good for our muscles and posture; it helps to protect
and repair organs, and can slow or turn back the ageing of our
brains. With our minds in motion we think more creatively, our
mood improves and stress levels fall. Walking together to
achieve a shared purpose is also a social glue that has
contributed to our survival as a species. As our lives become
increasingly sedentary, we risk all this. We must start walking
again, whether it’s up a mountain, down to the park, or simply
to school and work. We, and our societies, will be better for it.
‘Convincing and compelling.’ – The Sunday Times
‘Informative and persuasive enough to rouse the most ardent couch potato.’
– New Scientist
‘Walking makes us healthier, happier and brainier.’ – Observer
‘Forget apples. A walk a day really will keep the doctor away.’ –
Evening Standard
Shane O’Mara is Professor of Experimental Brain Research at
Trinity College Dublin and a Wellcome Trust Senior
Investigator. He has published over 120 papers and edited three
books, exploring the brain systems supporting learning,
memory and cognition, and the application of brain science in
business and organisations.
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Politics

LEFT OUT
The Inside Story of Labour
Gabriel Pogrund and Patrick Maguire
LEFT OUT draws on exceptional access throughout the
Labour party and Corbyn’s inner circle to reveal in full and for
the first time the extraordinary story of Labour’s tumultuous
transformation in the last three years.
A gripping narrative account of the party’s journey from
Corbyn’s zenith, immediately after the general election of 2017,
to its humbling at the election of 2019 and a new leadership
contest, it will reveal a party riven by infighting, factionalism
and crisis. By turns shocking, farcical and tragic, it will be
essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand one of
the most remarkable periods in the history of the British Left.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Bodley Head (September 2020)
Material: Proposal
Film/TV rights: Available

As well as an authoritative account of the war within Labour
over its Brexit policy and whether to back the calling of a
general election, it will shed dramatic new light on what was
happening behind the scenes during the antisemitism scandal
and the formation of the break-away Independent Group, as
well as the plots, failed coups and secret negotiations that were
taking place throughout the 2019 general election campaign
itself. Ultimately, it will help explain Labour’s collapse at the
polls and reveal a party that has fundamentally shifted on its
axis, with profound implications for its long-term future.

Gabriel Pogrund is a political correspondent for The Sunday
Times where he has helped lead the newspaper’s coverage of
Labour under Corbyn. He was 2018 Laurence Stern fellow at
the Washington Post, and 2017 Young Journalist of the Year at
the Press Awards.
Patrick Maguire is the New Statesman’s political correspondent
and reports extensively on the Labour Party. He is a regular
commentator on topics including Labour and Brexit for
national TV and radio. He previously worked in Westminster
for the Times and Observer, and won the 2016 Anthony Howard
Award for young journalists.
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History

EIGHT DAYS AT YALTA
How Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin Shaped the
Post-War World
Diana Preston
In the last winter of the Second World War, Winston Churchill,
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin arrived in the Crimean
resort of Yalta. Over eight days of bargaining, bombast and
intermittent bonhomie they decided on the conduct of the final
stages of the war against Germany, on how a defeated and
occupied Germany should be governed, on the constitution of
the nascent United Nations and on spheres of influence in
Eastern Europe, the Balkans and Greece.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Macmillan (October 2019)
US: Grove Atlantic (February 2020)
Translation rights sold:
Greek: Metaichmio
Portuguese/Brazil: Globo
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 368 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Only three months later, less than a week after the German
surrender, Roosevelt was dead and Churchill was writing to the
new President, Harry S. Truman, of ‘an iron curtain’ that was
now ‘drawn down upon [the Soviets’] front’.
Diana Preston chronicles eight days that created the post-war
world, revealing Roosevelt’s determination to bring about the
dissolution of the British Empire and Churchill’s conviction
that he and the dying President would run rings round the
Soviet premier. But Stalin monitored everything they said and
made only paper concessions, while his territorial ambitions
would soon result in the imposition of communism throughout
Eastern Europe.
‘Impressively researched… An expert account of an unedifying milestone
of the Cold War.’ – Kirkus Reviews
‘A lively and nuanced account… Preston’s book is shrewd.’ – The
Sunday Times
‘Meticulous scholarship.’ – Spectator
Diana Preston is an Oxford educated historian and author.
Diana’s earlier books include the acclaimed BEFORE THE
FALLOUT: FROM MARIE CURIE TO HIROSHIMA which
won the Los Angeles Times Prize for Science and Technology
and WILFUL MURDER: THE SINKING OF THE
LUSITANIA which was made into a full-length TV movie by
the BBC and American, French and German networks.
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MAN DOWN
Why Men Are Unhappy and What We Can Do
About It
Matt Rudd
From the outside, the men of today should be happy. They have
it comparatively easy. They still get paid more for doing the
same jobs. They are still 40 per cent more likely than women to
be promoted to management roles. At home, men do washingup and petrol, wine and bins. Women still do everything else.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Piatkus/Little, Brown (September
2020)
Material: Proposal
Length: 288 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

But below the surface, there is a different story unfolding. Men
in the UK are three times more likely to take their own life than
women. Men aged 45-49 have the highest rate of suicide, nearly
four times that of women the same age. Their reported levels
of stress are higher and their levels of happiness are lower. The
evidence is clear and ironic: the system set up by men, which
doesn’t work for women, isn’t working for men either. It’s
making none of us happy.
MAN DOWN will be by turns compassionate and provocative
as Matt Rudd digs with humour and honesty into the reasons
behind this unhappiness, and what we might be able to do
about it. Part memoir, part manifesto, MAN DOWN will be
rich in stories from Matt’s own life, and from the varied lives of
many other men he is interviewing.

Matt Rudd is senior writer at The Sunday Times which he joined
in 2002. Matt’s column, Man Trouble, for which he was awarded
columnist of the year at the 2019 BSME awards, appears in The
Sunday Times Magazine. His debut novel, WILLIAM
WALKER’S FIRST YEAR OF MARRIAGE: A HORROR
STORY, was published in 2009, followed a year later
by WILLIAM’S PROGRESS. His first non-fiction book, THE
ENGLISH: A FIELD GUIDE, was published in 2014.
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BRITAIN’S EUROPE
Brendan Simms
Now includes an additional chapter: ‘Leaving the
European Union, not leaving Europe.’ Britain and the
Continent in the Age of Brexit.
Britain has always had a tangled, complex, paradoxical role in
Europe’s history. It has invaded and been invaded, changed
sides, stood aloof, acted with both brazen cynicism and the
cloudiest idealism. Every century troops from the British isles
have marched across the mainland in pursuit of a great complex
of different goals, foremost among them the intertwined
defence of parliamentary liberty in Britain and the ‘Liberties of
Europe’. Dynastically Britain has been closely linked to
countries as varied as Spain, the Netherlands, Germany and
France.
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Penguin
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Simplified: Citic
German: DVA
Korean: Apple Media
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 352 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

In this bracing and highly enjoyable book, Brendan Simms
describes the highlights and low-points in the Euro-British
encounter, from the Dark Ages to the present. The critical
importance of understanding this history is shown in the final
chapter, which dramatizes the issues around British relations
with the European Union. BRITAIN’S EUROPE is a vital
intervention for our times.
‘Dazzling… a trenchant, provocative account of the intimate relations of
Britain and Europe and how each shaped the other.’ – Prospect
Magazine
‘Wide-ranging and thoughtful… a timely and important study that places
Brexit and the difficulties of the EU in an illuminating historical context.’
– Guardian
‘Elegant, refreshing and wide-ranging.’ – Literary Review
Brendan Simms is Professor of the History of International
Relations at the University of Cambridge. His major books
include UNFINEST HOUR: Britain and the Destruction of
Bosnia (shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize), EUROPE:
The Struggle for Supremacy, 1453 to the Present, which was
published in 2013 to extraordinary reviews, and HITLER: Only
the World Was Enough which was published last year.
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