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Britain at Bay
The Epic Story of the Second World War: 1938–1941

Alan Allport
Power. Glory. Death. Courage. How well do we
know the story of the Second World War?
In the bleak first half of the Second World War, Britain stood alone against the Axis forces.
Isolated and outmanoeuvred, it seemed as though she might fall at any moment. Only an
extraordinary effort of courage – by ordinary men and women – held the line.
The Second World War is the defining experience of modern British history, a new Iliad
for our own times. But, as Alan Allport reveals in this, the first part of a major new twovolume history, the real story was often very different from the myth that followed it.
From the subtle moral calculus of appeasement to the febrile dusts of the Western Desert,
Allport interrogates every aspect of the conflict – and exposes its echoes in our own age.
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Challenging orthodoxy and casting fresh light on famous events, this is the real story of a
clash between civilisations that remade the world in its image.
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Alan Allport is Associate Professor in the Department of History at Syracuse University. He is the
author of two previous volumes of history, Browned Off and Bloody-Minded: The British Soldier
Goes to War 1939–1945, described by the historian Andrew Roberts as ‘Second World War history
at its best’, and Demobbed: Coming Home After the Second World War, which won the 2010
Longman-History Today Book of the Year Award.
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Mathematical Intelligence
The 7 Ways We Think Beyond AI

Junaid Mubeen

There’s so much talk at the moment about the threat posed by superintelligent machines
that it sometimes seems as though we should just surrender to our robot overlords now
and get it over with. Junaid Mubeen, though, isn’t ready to throw in the towel just yet.
As far as he is concerned, we will always have the edge over the machines, and that’s
because of a system humans have developed over the millennia which is familiar to us
all, but which is often badly taught in schools and misrepresented in popular discourse –
maths.

US

Proposal available

September 2021
ISBN
Royal Hardback
352pp  £20
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Helen Conford

Computers are, of course, brilliant at adding up and performing mindless tasks of, well,
computation very quickly and with pinpoint accuracy. In the field of calculation, machines
already reign supreme. But Junaid identifies seven areas of intelligence where the human
brain has a crucial edge: estimation, representation, reasoning, imagination, questioning,
temperament and collaboration. And in exploring these areas, he opens up a fascinating
world where we can develop our uniquely human mathematical superpowers.

Dr Junaid Mubeen is a former research mathematician working at the nexus of mathematics,
education and technology. Junaid has a Master’s and PhD in mathematics from Oxford, as well
as a Master’s in Education from Harvard. He currently hold a visiting lectureship, through which
he delivers a course to PhD students on how to communicate their mathematical research to
non-mathematical audiences. Junaid also holds a full-time position as Director of Education at a
leading education company, Whizz Education, researching and developing learning technologies
that exploit Artificial Intelligence. Since 2016, he has maintained a blog on Medium, with over
12.5k followers and regularly attracting tens of thousands of readers with a range of articles that
explore mathematical intelligence. In July 2019 he took his ideas to the stage with a 9-minute
talk at TEDxNorwichEd, attracting over 60,000 views to date. Outside of work, Junaid enjoys
long-distance running, learning new board games, and puzzle-centred activities. In 2008 he
earned fleeting fame as a series winner of Countdown and these days, he can be found setting the
occasional daily puzzle for Radio 4’s Today. He lives in Oxfordshire with his wife and daughter. A
second book is under contract with Profile.
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Strandings
Winner of the Profile-Aitken Alexander Non-Fiction Prize

Peter Riley
A strange and bold new take on contemporary nature writing, with a wild
cast of characters, oblique political meditations and sense of the absurd.
As a child, Peter Riley’s life is marked by an encounter with a woman with blue hair and
a comet tattoo. Vaguely aware that he is complicit in an illegal act, he helps her lift the
rotting jaw of a dead sperm whale into the trunk of her car. She thanks him, and drives
away.
The incident is pivotal, setting him on a quest spanning the course of twenty years in
search of the blue-haired comet woman. Along the way, he is drawn into a clandestine
underworld of collectors and body-snatchers, aristocratic patrons and buyers, witches,
Nazis and low-level criminals. They are unlikely characters, bound together by a passion
for the monumental and morbid allure of the stranded whale.
Combining memoir with natural, cultural and social history, Strandings presents a portrait
of a nation that has persistently defined itself in relation and reaction to the whales that
have washed up on its shores. With wit and an obsessive’s single-mindedness, Riley
shows how the figure of a beached whale can allow us to reflect on what it means to care
for the imperilled natural world, think again about how we treat the outsiders who arrive
on our shores, and reconsider those people and places on the British coastlines that might
also be said to have been stranded.

US

Rights via Aitken Alexander Associates

August 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 607 2
Demy Hardback
320pp  £ 16.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake

PROFILE Aitken Alexander Non-Fiction Prize
Profile Aitken Alexander Non-Fiction Prize is an annual prize for the best debut trade nonfiction proposal from an academic.
The prize is an advance of £25,000 and a publication agreement with Profile Books.
Submissions selected for the shortlist will receive editorial development and support from
agents at Aitken Alexander Associates.
The competition is open to those with a PhD or an equivalent qualification, graduate-level
lecturers in a University or College, and senior researchers at an institute or think-tank. The
submission must be for an author’s first trade non-fiction book and must be focused on
an area in which the entrant holds a post-graduate qualification. Submissions must be
written in English and take the form of a 3,000-4,000 word outline or essay setting out
the intended subject, argument and approach for a non-fiction trade book. The closing
date for entries is 30 April 2020 and the winner and three runners-up will be selected by a
panel of judges to be named.

PROFILE BOOKS

Peter Riley lectures in American literature at the University of Exeter. He has been investigating
the world of the whale scavengers since his teens.
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The Hidden Spring
A Journey to the Source of Consciousness

Mark Solms

‘Mark Solms is a brilliant adventurer in the territory contemporary researchers call “the
brain-mind.” The founder of a new discipline, neuropsychoanalysis, Solms has sought to
unite the psychoanalytic subject, the person who feels, dreams, thinks, and talks, with the
objective findings of neuroscience. If psychoanalysis has foundered under accusations
that it is a science without scientific grounding, neuroscience has routinely reduced the
complexity of inner reality to brain locations and neurochemicals. Critiques of “mindless
neuroscience” and “the new phrenology” are rippling through popular culture now. Solms’
vital work has never ignored the lived, felt experience of human beings. His ideas look a
lot like the future to me.’ Siri Hustvedt
US

Translation rights via United Agents

February 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 283 8
Royal Hardback
320pp  £20
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake

Why does it feel like something to be alive? The ultimate explanation for consciousness
is a puzzle so confounding it is nowadays referred to as ‘The Hard Problem’. For one of
the boldest thinkers in contemporary neuroscience, solving it has been a lifetime’s quest.
Now at last, Mark Solms, the scientist who discovered the brain mechanism of dreaming,
has arrived at his astonishing answer. More than just a philosophical argument, the Free
Energy theory will profoundly alter your experience of reality.
The very idea that a breakthrough is possible may stretch credulity for some. Isn’t
consciousness intangible, beyond the reach of empirical methods? Yet Solms shows in
forensic detail how misguided assumptions and bad philosophy have concealed its real
nature. Only by sticking closely to the medical facts does a way forward appear.
Join Mark Solms on an extraordinary journey from the dawn of psychoanalysis to the
cutting edge of contemporary neuroscience. Meet neurological patients whose uncanny
conversations shine a light into the brain’s obscure reaches. See how the elementary
physics of life seem to confirm several of Sigmund Freud’s most puzzling insights. And,
for the first time, recognise the workings of your own mind for what they really are – every
stray thought, pulse of emotion, and shift of attention. There may be more to discover, but
the deep nature of consciousness is hidden no longer.

Mark Solms is best known for discovering the brain mechanisms of dreaming and for
incorporating psychoanalytic insights into contemporary neuroscience. He is director of
neuropsychology in the Neuroscience Institute of the University of Cape Town, honorary
lecturer in neurosurgery at the St Bartholomew’s and Royal London Hospital School of
Medicine, and an honorary fellow of the American College of Psychiatrists. Solms has
published over 350 peer-reviewed articles and chapters, and eight books. He is the
authorised editor and translator of the forthcoming Revised Standard Edition of the
Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud (in 24 volumes) and the Complete
Neuroscientific Works of Sigmund Freud (in four volumes). Oliver Sacks wrote of his work:
‘Solms and his colleagues are making a brilliant, determined, scrupulous and (one wants
to say) tactful endeavour to approach, in a new way, the oldest question of them all – the
mysterious relation of body and mind.’
4
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x+y
A New Formula for Overcoming Gender Bias

Eugenia Cheng

From imaginary numbers to the fourth dimension and beyond, mathematics has always
been about imagining impossible things. In x+y, Eugenia Cheng draws on the insights of
higher-dimensional mathematics to reveal a transformative new way of talking about the
patriarchy, mansplaining and sexism: a way that empowers all of us to make the world a
better place.
Using precise mathematical reasoning to uncover everything from the sexist assumptions
that make society a harder place for women to live to the limitations of science and
statistics in helping us understand the link between gender and society, Cheng’s analysis
replaces confusion with clarity, brings original thinking to well worn arguments – and
provides a radical, illuminating and liberating new way of thinking about the world and
women’s place in it.
Rights sold: Basic Books (USA)

June 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 040 7
Demy Hardback
316pp  £16.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Nick Sheerin

Previous titles by Eugenia Cheng

Rights sold: Citic
(China); Patakis
(Greece); Ponte Alle
Grazie (Italy); Discover
21 (Japan); The Open
Books Co. (Korea);
Lithuanian Writer’s
Union (Lithuania);
Bertrand (Portugal);
Blackie Books
(Spain); Grano de
Sal (Latin America);
Commonwealth
Publishing Ltd
(Taiwan); Siyah Kitap
(Turkey); Basic Books
(USA)

Rights sold: Citic
(China); Open Book
(Korea); Kniga
(Russia); Siyah Kitap
(Turkey); Basic Books
(USA)

Rights sold:
Citic (China);
Flammarion (France);
Cheomnetworks
(Korea); Ast (Russia);
Azoth Books (Taiwan);
Basic Books (USA)

Eugenia Cheng is Scientist in Residence at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Since 2007
her YouTube lectures and videos have been viewed over a million times. A concert pianist, she also
speaks French, English and Cantonese, and her mission in life is to rid the world of maths phobia.
She is the author of The Art of Logic, How to Bake Pi and Beyond Infinity (all published by Profile
Books), the last of which was shortlisted for the 2017 Royal Society Science Book Prize.
5
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The Idea of the Brain
A History

Matthew Cobb

‘The story of the most complex object in the universe has never been told with greater
clarity, insight and wit … This is a masterpiece.’ Adam Rutherford
Covering centuries of wild speculation and macabre investigations, scientist and historian
Matthew Cobb reveals how we began to understand the Brain. Our latest theories allow
us to give mice artificial memories, and to build extraordinary AI programmes. A complete
understanding seems within our grasp.
But the final breakthrough, may require a radical new approach. At every step of our quest,
Cobb shows that it was new ideas that brought illumination. Where, he asks, might the
next one come from? What will it be?
Rights sold: CITIC (China); Dunod (France);
Temas Y Debate (Portugal); Prunsoop (Korea);
Basic Books (USA)
March 2020
ISBN 978 1 78125 589 6
Royal Hardback
400pp  £30.00
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake

Matthew Cobb is Professor of Zoology at the University of Manchester where his research focuses
on the sense of smell, insect behaviour and the history of science. In 2008, he won the Zoological
Society of London award for Communicating Science. His previous books include Life’s Greatest
Secret, which was shortlisted for the the Royal Society Winton Book Prize, and the acclaimed
histories The Resistance and Eleven Days in August. He is also the award-winning translator of
books on the history of molecular biology, on Darwin’s ideas and on the nature of life.

Rules of Contagion
Why Things Spread – and Why They Stop

Adam Kucharski

‘It’s hard to imagine a more timely book’ The Times
Why do some ideas take off – and others fail to spread? Why are some diseases
predictable, and others swamped in uncertainty? And what about the outbreaks that
never happen at all?
Here, epidemiologist Adam Kucharski reveals how new mathematical approaches are
transforming what we know about contagion – from the revolutionary initiatives that
helped tackle gun violence in Chicago to the truth behind the spread of fake news. Along
the way, he explains how happiness and depression can spread through friendship
networks, why some predictions go badly wrong (and that might not be a bad thing), and
why most people are less popular than their friends.
Rights sold: Hirzel Verlag (Germany); Marsilio
(Italy); Sejong Books (Korea); Relacja (Poland);
Walk Publishing (Taiwan); Basic Books (USA)
February 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 472 6
Demy Hardback
288pp  £16.99
Imprint: Wellcome Collection
Editor: Cecily Gayford

‘Brilliant and authoritative’ Alex Bellas

Adam Kucharski is an assistant professor at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, working on global outbreaks such as the ebola epidemic, avian influenza, dengue fever
and the zika virus. He is a TED fellow and winner of the 2016 Rosalind Franklin Award Lecture and
the 2012 Wellcome Trust Science Writing Prize. He is the author of The Perfect Bet.

6
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Reading the Earth
How a Vicar, a Soldier and a Schoolteacher Uncovered 300
Million Years of History

Nick Davidson
This is the first full and popular account of the heroic early years of geology, when British
amateurism led the world. Adam Sedgwick was a priest and scholar. Roderick Murchison
was a retired soldier. Charles Lapworth was a schoolteacher. Yet all of them were filled
with enthusiasm for the rapidly developing science of geology. It was their friendly rivalry
– pursued on surprisingly dangerous treks through Wales, Scotland, Cornwall, Devon and
parts of western Russia – that revealed the narrative structure of the Palaeozoic Era, the
300-million-year period during which life on Earth became recognisably itself.
Nick Davidson follows in their footsteps and draws on maps, diaries, letters, field notes
and contemporary accounts to bring the ideas and characters alive. But this is more than
a history of geology. As we travel through some of the most spectacular scenery in Britain,
it’s a celebration of the sheer visceral pleasure generations of geologists have found, and
continue to find, in walking across windblown, empty hills in pursuit of rocks.

Nick Davidson is a documentary filmmaker and amateur geologist.

US

TV & Film
Sample chapters
March 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 377 4
Royal Hardback
352pp  £25
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake

How Are We Going to Explain This?
Our Future on a Hot Earth

Jelmer Mommers

‘The climate debate leads to so much division. What the hell are we supposed to
do? For many of us the answer is: look away.
Tom, one of my best friends, is looking away. He told me the other day when we
had coffee. He wants to live his life without feeling bad about the state of the earth
all the time.
I understand Tom. And yet I believe desperation can be the beginning of something
new.
This book is for all Toms out there. For anyone who tends to look away, but also
knows that this is not a solution.’

US

Translation rights via Janklow & Nesbit
Proofs available

Jelmer Mommers is a climate journalist based in Amsterdam. He made world headlines
when he uncovered an alarmist climate documentary made by Shell in 1991, and again
when he released internal Shell-documents showing the companies’ internal research
into global warming. Those documents are now being used in court cases against the oil
giant worldwide.

July 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 493 1
B format Paperback
256pp  £9.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Helen Conford
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How Bad Are Bananas
The Carbon Footprint of Everything

Mike Berners-Lee
FULLY REVISED & UPDATED EDITION OF BESTSELLING GREEN GUIDE
From a text message to a flight, from a Valentine’s rose to a war or even having a child,
How Bad are Bananas? gives us the carbon answers we need and provides plenty of
revelations.
By talking through a hundred or so items, Mike Berners-Lee sets out to give us a carbon
instinct for the footprint of literally anything we do, buy and think about. He helps us pick
our battles by laying out the orders of magnitude.

Rights sold in previous edition: Terre Di Mezzo
(Italy); Doyosae Green Foundation (Korea);
Cite (Taiwan); Greystone Books (US)
June 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 381 1
B format Paperback
256pp  £9.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Mark Ellingham

The book ranges from the everyday (foods, books, plastic bags, bikes, flights, baths …)
and the global (deforestation, data centres, rice production, the World Cup, volcanoes …)
Be warned, some of the things you thought you knew about green living may be about
to be turned on their head. Never preachy but packed full of information and always
entertaining.
• 25,000 copies sold of the first edition

Mike Berners-Lee is a professor of sustainability at Lancaster University and the
founder of Small World Consulting, a world leader in supply chain carbon metrics and
management. He is also the author of The Burning Question and There Is No Planet B.

How to Spend a Trillion Dollars
Saving the world and answering the big questions in science

Rowan Hooper

If you were given one trillion dollars, to be spent in a year, on science, what would you do?
It’s an unimaginably large sum, yet it’s also the total of the money held by the Norwegian
oil investment fund alone, or the current valuation of Apple Computer and of Amazon. So
it’s both huge and possible.
But what could you achieve? You could eradicate malaria, for one, or end global poverty.
You could start to colonise Mars. Or build a massive particle collider to explore the nature
of dark matter like never before. You could mine asteroids, build quantum computers,
develop artificial consciousness, or increase human lifespan. Or how about transitioning
the whole world to renewable energy? Or preserving the rainforests? Or saving all
endangered species? You could refreeze the melting Arctic, reverse climate change, cure all
diseases, and even launch a new sustainable agricultural revolution.
Rights sold: Dioptra (Greece); Saggiatore
(Italy); Blackie Books (Spain)
US Rights via PEW Literary Agency
Sample chapters
January 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 345 3
Demy Hardback
288pp  £12.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Mark Ellingham
8

Profile LBF rights 2020.indd 8

Rowan Hooper is managing editor of New Scientist magazine, where he writes about all aspects
of science, from the nature of dreams to life in the multiverse. After gaining a PhD in evolutionary
biology, he worked in Japan studying dragonflies, then held a fellowship at Trinity College Dublin
working in a physics lab and as writer-in-residence. He is the author of Superhuman: Life at the
Extremes of Mental and Physical Ability. Twitter @rowhoop
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What We Need to Do Now
Towards a Green New Deal

Chris Goodall

What We Need To Do Now sets out a comprehensive programme of action to counter the
threats to our environment. It is a manifesto for groups around the world that are seeking
urgent action on climate breakdown and other threats.
The book emphasises the importance, and relative simplicity, of decarbonising our energy
supply but also stresses that this is a small part of the switch to a sustainable planet.
Among many other urgent transitions, we also need to focus on changing the agricultural
system and reducing our hugely wasteful use of resources. As importantly, we need
to make sure that the transition to a zero carbon world benefits the less well-off and
reinvigorates the smaller cities and towns around the world that have been left behind.
This is a practical, original and inspiring book: a new green deal for an inhabitable earth.

Chris Goodall has been working in energy technology and climate change for more than a
decade. He wrote the pioneering How to Live a Low-Carbon Life (2007), Ten Technologies to Save
the Planet (2010) and The Switch (on solar power, 2010). He chairs one of the UK’s leading car
charging companies. He is also an angel investor in several innovative and new businesses in the
green economy.

US

February 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 471 9
B format Hardback
176pp  £9.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Mark Ellingham

Something Doesn’t Add Up
Surviving Statistics in a Post-Truth World

Paul Goodwin

Some people fear and mistrust numbers. Others want to use them for everything. After
a long career as a statistician, Paul Goodwin has learned the hard way that the ones who
want to use them for everything are a very good reason for the rest of us to fear and
mistrust them. Something Doesn’t Add Up is a tour of the stupidest, self-defeating, selfblinding ways supposedly clever people use maths in everyday life.
Wry, witty and humane, Goodwin explains mathematical subtleties so painlessly that you
hardly need to think about numbers at all. He demonstrates how statistics that are meant
to make life simpler often make it simpler than it actually is, but also reveals some of the
ways we can use maths to make better decisions. Along the way we learn about fitness
tracking, the history of IQ testing, China’s social credit system and Effective Altruism.
In the right hands, maths is a useful tool. It’s just a pity there are so many of the wrong
hands about.

Paul Goodwin is an Emeritus Professor at the University of Bath, where he taught and researched
statistics, forecasting and decision making. He has a PhD from Lancaster University and an MSc
from Warwick University and he has acted as a consultant to both companies and government. He
has written numerous articles and papers and several books, including most recently, Forewarned.

US

Rights sold: Korea Economic Daily & Business
Publications (Korea); Owl Publishing (Taiwan)
February 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 258 6
Demy Hardback
256pp  £16.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake
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Ruin and Renewal
Civilising Europe After the Second World War

Paul Betts

In 1945, Europe lay in ruins – its cities and towns destroyed by conflict, its economies
crippled, its societies ripped apart by war and violence. In the years that followed,
Europeans tried to make sense of what had happened – and to forge a new understanding
of civilisation that would bring peace and progress to a broken continent.
As they wrestled with questions great and small – from the legacy of colonialism to
workplace etiquette – institutions and shared ideals emerged which still shape our world
today. Drawing on original sources as well as individual stories and voices, this is gripping
and authoritative account of how Europe rebuilt itself – and what we, in the twenty-first
century, could lose again.
Rights sold: Basic Books (USA)
Proofs available
November 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 109 1
Royal Hardback
512pp  Price: £25
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Cecily Gayford

• Paul Betts is a well-respected Professor of Modern History at the University of Oxford,
recommended by Margaret MacMillan This is his first trade book, and the result of
decades of research.
• Deeply-researched history with strong topical relevance. Reveals how Europe’s peace
and stability were carefully constructed over decades, and are now at risk again, as
well as the emergence of institutions like the EU and NATO. Strong publicity angles
throughout

Paul Betts is Professor of Modern European History at the University of Oxford.
12

Profile LBF rights 2020.indd 12

28/02/2020 12:07

The Girl Who Disappears
Sex, Freedom, Travel – One woman’s role in the making of
the modern word

Julia Laite
Lydia Harvey left New Zealand in 1911 as a naïve teenager, arrived in Buenos Aires a
prostitute and made headlines in London as the victim in a case of human trafficking that
shook the world. Then she disappeared – from the country, and from historical record.
In this extraordinary work of research, historian Julia Laite tells the story of this young
woman and all the people – including the pimps, policemen and international women of
mystery – who either facilitated or obstructed her involvement in the international sex
trade. The gripping narrative sweeps around the world, from Australia to France to Italy,
and traces the reality of lives often overlooked by history.
In the process, Laite shows how this case shaped our thinking and legislation around
women’s sexuality, freedom of movement and the sex trade in ways that are still felt
powerfully today. It reads like a historical novel, with the punch of contemporary relevance.
Finally, it reveals what happened to Lydia Harvey.

US

Sample available

March 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 442 9
Demy Hardback
352pp  £16.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Louisa Dunnigan

Julia Laite is a senior lecturer in modern history at Birkbeck, University of London. As an
academic expert in the history of prostitution, she has written for the Guardian, as well as Open
Democracy, History & Policy and Parliamentary Brief, and appeared on BBC Radio 4 Woman’s
Hour and Making History, as well as on the television programme Find My Past.
13
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How Should A Government Be?
Jaideep Prabhu

For a century, the most explosive question in political thought has been about the size
of the state. Should it expand and take an active role in all sorts of areas of life? Or is that
just meddlesome and wasteful? Those questions might have made sense in the previous
century. Now, with revolutions in technology and organisational structure, a revolution is
also coming in the essential business of government – whether we like it or not.

US

Sample available

Join organisations expert Jaideep Prabhu on a tour of what’s possible in government.
Discover amazing initiatives in unexpected places, from India’s programme to give a
digital identity to a billion citizens, to a Dutch programme that lets nurses operate almost
entirely without management. Or perhaps China’s ominous Social Credit system is a more
accurate vision of what the future has in store for us. Whether you are on the political left
or right, you should care about whether your government does what it does fairly and well.
And the game is rapidly changing …

February 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 137 4
Royal Hardback
288pp  £20
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake

Previous titles by Jaideep Prabhu
Rights sold: Tsinghui University
Press (China); Diateino editions
(France); Hachette (India);
Rubbettino editore (Italy); Misociety
(Korea); Olympus Business
Publishers (Russia) Commonwealth
Publishing Ltd (Taiwan); Beyaz
Yayinlari (Turkey); Nyland Union
(Ukraine); Public Affairs (USA)

Jaideep Prabhu is a writer, consultant and Director of the Centre for India & Global Business at
Judge Business School, Cambridge, specialising in marketing, innovation, strategy and international
business. He is the co-author of Frugal Innovation.
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Great State
China and the World

Timothy Brook

This is the history of the largest nation on Earth and its tumultuous relationship with the
world over the last 800 years. It starts in 1271 when Khubilai Khan founded the Yuan Great
State and sent his Mongol armies to conquer China, locking China into the world, changing
the rules of power and submission across Asia, and transforming China into the global
power described by Marco Polo in the diaries that inspired generations of Europeans to
seek wealth by travelling east.
Weaving together stories of extraordinary and ordinary people, Great State reveals a
compelling but ambiguous portrait of war, diplomacy, vassalage, religion, and intentional
trade. This is the story of invasions from and into the steppe, of famine, floods and
plagues, of the spread of ideas and technology, of the blurred line between trade and
piracy, and of resistance to and complicity in colonialism. It is the history of a world with
China at its heart.

Timothy Brook is a professor of Chinese history at the University of British Columbia in
Vancouver, Canada. The author of eight books on Chinese history, he is also editor-in-chief of the
six-volume History of Imperial China from Harvard University Press. He is also the author of Mr
Selden’s Map of China and Vermeer’s Hat.

Rights sold: Payot (France); Einaudi (Italy);
Alianza (Spain); Linking (Taiwan); HarperCollins
(USA)
September 2019
ISBN 978 1 78125 828 6
Royal Hardback
480pp  £25.00
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Andrew Franklin

At Close Range
Life and Death in an Artillery Regiment, 1939–45

Peter Hart

The best way to understand what it was like to fight in the Second World War is to see it
through the eyes of the soldiers who fought it. The South Notts Hussars fought at almost
every major battle of the Second World War, from the Siege of Tobruk to the Battle of El
Alamein and the D-Day Landings.
Here, Peter Hart draws on detailed interviews conducted with members of the regiment,
to provide both a comprehensive account of the conflict and reconstruct its most thrilling
moments in the words of the men who experienced it. This is military history at its best:
outlining the path from despair to victory, and allowing us to share in soldiers’ hopes and
fears; the deafening explosions of the shells, the scream of the diving Stukas and the
wounded; the pleasures of good comrades and the devastating despair at lost friends.

US

Proofs available

Peter Hart was the former oral historian at the Imperial War Museum. His latest books for Profile
are Gallipoli, The Great War: 1914–1918 and The Last Battle: Endgame on the Western Front, 1918.

May 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 165 7
Royal Hardback
464pp  £25.00
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Nathaniel McKenzie
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World History in Figures
Facts and Figures from the Dawn of Time

Peter Turchin and Dan Hoyer

How much richer is the average European than the average Roman? Who was the
wealthiest person that has ever existed? Did life expectancy change significantly between
the Egyptian Empire and the unification of England?
Drawing on cutting-edge scholarship of world history and economics, Turchin and Hoyer
reveal the progress of civilisation by numbers. Building on the Pocket World in Figures
series’ trademark charts and tables, World History in Figures uses graphs, maps and other
graphics to literally show the rise and fall of trade networks, countries, and empires, as well
as just how far we have come in the past few centuries.
World History in Figures will change how we think about history and the economy.
Rights sold: Public Affairs (USA)
Sample chapters available

Professor Peter Turchin is the founder of a new transdisciplinary field of Cliodynamics, which
October 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 192 3
Demy Hardback
320pp  £14.99
Imprint: Economist Books
Editor: Ed Lake

uses the tools of complexity science and cultural evolution to study the dynamics of historical
empires and modern nation-states. He has authored seven books, including Secular Cycles, War
and Peace and War, Ultrasociety and Ages of Discord and has had many articles published in
Nature, Science and PNAS journals. Dr Dan Hoyer works with Peter Turchin on the Deep Roots of
the Modern World, part of the SESHAT: Global History Databank Project, at the University of Oxford.

The Black Book
The Britons on the Nazi Hitlist

Sybil Oldfied

In 1939, the Gestapo created a list of names: the Britons whose removal would be the
Nazis’ first priority in the event of a successful invasion. Who were they? What had they
done to provoke Germany? For the first time, historian Sybil Oldfield uncovers their stories
and reveals why the Nazis feared their influence.
On the hitlist were many of Britain’s most gifted and humane inhabitants. Among their
numbers we find humanitarians and religious leaders, scientists and artists, the writers
E. M. Forster and Virginia Woolf, the social reformers Margery Fry and Eleanor Rathbone
MP, the artists Jacob Epstein and Oscar Kokoschka.
US

Translation rights via the Hanbury Agency
Sample chapters available
October 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 508 2
Royal Hardback
464pp  £25
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Ed Lake

By examining these targets of German hatred, Oldfield not only sheds light on the Nazi
worldview; she also movingly reveals a network of truly exemplary Britons: mavericks,
moral visionaries and unsung heroes.

Sybil Oldfield is a writer and campaigner, and researcher for the Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography. She is emeritus reader in English at the University of Sussex
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The Classical School
The Turbulent Birth of Economics in Twenty Extraordinary Lives

Callum Williams

Opinions vary about who really counts as a classical economist: Marx thought it was
everyone up to Ricardo. Keynes thought it was everyone up to Keynes. But there’s a general
agreement about who belongs to the heroic early phase of the discipline. Adam Smith,
David Ricardo, Malthus, Mill, Marx: scarcely a day goes by without their names being publicly
invoked to celebrate or criticise the state of the world or the actions of governments.
Few of us, though, have read their works. Fewer still realise that the economies that many
of them were analysing were quite unlike our modern one, or the extent to which they were
indebted to one another. So join the Economist’s Britain economics correspondent Callum
Williams to join the dots. See how the modern edifice of economics was built, brick by
brick, from their ideas and quarrels. And find out which parts stand the test of time.
Rights sold: Public Affairs (USA)

April 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 181 7
Royal Hardback
320pp  £20.00
Imprint: Economist Books
Editor: Ed Lake

The Classical School is a breezy, bracingly irreverent introduction to those founding
intellects – how they lived, what they thought, what they got wrong, and which of their
ideas we still need.

Callum Williams is senior economics writer for the Economist. Scrutinising the rationale behind
economic and political developments from Brexit to Jeremy Corbyn’s economic policy, he has
seen the ghosts of the founders of economics being invoked in all sorts of doubtful ways. Follow @
econcallum on Twitter
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More
The 10,000 Year Rise of the World Economy

Philip Coggan

Economics may seem like a modern field, but its object of study is ancient. Resources
have been exchanged and distributed since the dawn of history, and the economies that
arose from those transactions were more complex than you might expect.
In this panorama of the development of trade and industry, Economist columnist Philip
Coggan tracks the development of the world economy starting with the first obsidian
blades that made their way from Turkey to what is now the Iran–Iraq border 7,000 years
before Christ, and ending with the current Sino-American trade war.

Rights sold: Cube do Ator (Portugal); Walkers
Cultural Enterprise (Taiwan); Public Affairs
(USA)

Philip Coggan writes the Bartleby column for the Economist and is the former writer of the
Buttonwood column. Prior to joining the Economist he worked for the Financial Times for twenty
years. In 2009, he was voted Senior Financial Journalist of the Year in the Wincott awards and best
communicator in the Business Journalist of the Year Awards.

February 2020
ISBN 978 1 78125 808 8
Royal Hardback
512pp  £25.00
Imprint: Economist Books
Editor: Ed Lake

Gods of Management
The Four Cultures of Leadership

Charles Handy

It has always been a myth that there is one best way to manage – but it has been a
pervasive myth and a damaging one, to both individuals and organisations. Alongside
the most successful leaders in history, we can find a new story in the timeless wisdom
of the Ancient Greeks. They recognised a variety of gods and, Charles Handy shows, this
productive diversity should be reflected in management too.
In this classic of business thinking, Handy draws on decades of experience and the
Greek gods to illuminate the different styles of management found in businesses and
organisations. Whether the dynamic entrepreneurial spirit of Zeus, or the task-oriented
focus of Athena, each god demonstrates the different values and culture that a leader can
create. Successful leaders will learn how to cultivate these qualities, work to their teams’
strengths and use the importance of culture to foster a productive and happy workplace.
• Charles Handy’s Understanding Organisations has sold over 45,000 copies

Charles Handy is a writer and broadcaster, following careers as an economist, Professor at the
London Business School (which he co-founded) and a consultant to a wide variety of organisations.
He is widely regarded as the top ‘business guru’ in the UK, and has been rated as one of the most
influential management thinkers by Thinkers50. He is the author of Understanding Organisations.

Rights sold: Saraiva S. A Livreiros Editores
(Brazil); Orient Publishing Centre (China);
Methexis Editions (Greece); OUP (USA)
April 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 562 4
B-Format paperback
272pp  £9.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Louisa Dunnigan
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Pocket World in Figures
2021 Edition

The Economist

For more than twenty-five years, Pocket World in Figures has been the indispensable
handbook on the state of the world, covering demographics, industry, politics, geography,
culture and more.
Where else would you find out, in a single volume, that Ukraine is the most equal country
on earth, that Russia has the world’s highest divorce rate or that Monaco, uniquely, has
more telephone landlines than people?
The new edition includes data from over 180 countries, presented in a series of rankings
and country profiles. Updated, revised and expanded each year to include new rankings
and features, it also includes detailed statistical profiles of more than sixty-five of the
world’s major economies, the euro area and the world itself.
• More than 200,000 copies sold each year
August 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 279 1
190×90 Hardback
256pp  £10.99
Imprint: Economist Books
Editor: Ed Lake

• Discover the world through stats on industry, economics, geography, culture and more

Unconventional Wisdom
The Economist explains

Tom Standage

The world can be an amazing place if you know the right questions to ask:
How much does a ghost reduce a house’s value?
How are winemakers responding to climate change?
How much should you tip your Uber driver?
Should your dog fear Easter more than fireworks?

Rights sold: Public Affairs (USA)

November 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 613 3
B format paperback
288pp  £8.99
Imprint: Economist Books
Editor: Ed Lake

The keen minds of the Economist love to look beyond everyday appearances to find out
what really makes things tick. In this latest collection of The Economist Explains, they have
gathered the weirdest and most counter-intuitive answers they’ve found in their endless
quest to explain our bizarre world. Take a peek at some - and pass it on! The world only
gets more amazing when discoveries are shared.

Tom Standage is Deputy Editor of The Economist. He is author of several books, including
Uncommon Knowledge and Seriously Curious. His writing has appeared in The New York Times,
Telegraph, Guardian and Wired.
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After the Storm
Emma Jane Unsworth

‘How did it come to this? I am tough, I am smart, I have lived alone. Now I am cracking,
right down the middle …’
Six months after the birth of her son, Emma Jane Unsworth found herself in the eye of a
storm. Nothing – from birth to pregnancy and beyond – had gone as she had expected.
Furious and exhausted, her life felt like the complete opposite of what it had once been.

US

In this brave, moving, and often hilarious account of postnatal depression, Emma tells her
story of recovery and despair, cracking the silence and exploring the untold science behind
this taboo. How does pregnancy adapt our brains? Is postnatal depression a natural
reaction to the trauma of modern motherhood? And are people’s attitudes to it changing?
Dazzling and vital, After the Storm is a celebration of survival, holding out a hand to
women everywhere.

April 2021
ISBN 978 1 78816 654 6
B format Hardback
176pp  £12.99
Imprint: Wellcome Collection
Editor: Helen Conford

Emma Jane Unsworth is an award-winning novelist and screenwriter. When she found herself
lost in the darkness, experiencing postpartum depression after the birth of her son, she discovered
she couldn’t find anything to read about it, and decided to write her own story. Her first novel,
Animals, is now a major motion picture. Her latest novel, Adults, has been heralded ‘hilarious’
(Dolly Alderton), ‘tender’ (Jessie Burton) and ‘dazzling’ (Marian Keyes) and is a Sunday Times
bestseller.
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The Colour Code
Why We See Red and Feel Blue

Paul Simpson

How many colours are there? The West tends to go for seven, but the Chinese see
five, while the Piraha tribe in the Amazon has no words for the spectrum. Colour isn’t
something we see, it’s something we think.
The Colour Code takes our key eleven colours and explores the meanings we give to them:
how they have shaped our evolution as a species, persuaded us in politics and culture, and
allowed us to express or oppress personal freedoms. It looks, too, at why colours mean
different things to different people. How red, for example, can be synonymous with love
and anger, power and beauty, Soviet Communists and US Republicans.
Paul Simpson charts the significance of each of these major colours in our lives,
investigating such issues as the gender of pink, the sinister side of green, the decadence of
yellow, the mystery of melancholy blue and the performance-diminishing impact of grey.

Paul Simpson is a writer, journalist and tuba player. He has written books on subjects ranging
from Elvis Presley and cult movies to Lord Of The Rings and football. He was the founding editor of
the football magazine FourFourTwo, has edited the UK Design Council magazine, and now writes for
a number of magazines.

US

Sample chapters

November 2020
ISBN 978 1 78125 626 8
Demy Hardback
288pp  £16.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Mark Ellingham

I Saw the Dog
How Language Works

Alexandra Aikhenvald

Every language in the world shares a few common features: we can ask a question, say
something belongs to us, and tell someone what to do. But beyond that, our languages
are richly and almost infinitely varied: a French speaker can’t conceive of a world that
isn’t split into un and une, male and female, while Estonians have only one word for both
men and women: tema. In Dyirbal, an Australian language, things might be masculine,
feminine, neuter – or edible vegetable.
In I Saw the Dog, linguist Alexandra Aikhenvald takes us from the remote swamplands
of Papua New Guinea to the university campuses of North America to illuminate the
vital importance of names, the value of being able to say exactly what you mean, what
language can tell us about what it means to be human – and what we lose when they
disappear forever.

US

Proofs available

Alexandra Aikhenvald is a professor at the James Cook University in Australia. Her languages
include Estonian, Hebrew, Portuguese, Tok Pisin, Tariana, French, German and Yiddish.

June 2020
ISBN 978 1 78125 771 5
Demy Hardback
176pp  £12.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Cecily Gayford
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Five Straight Lines
A History of Music

Andrew Gant

This book takes the reader on a grand musical tour from its origins in prehistory right up
to the twenty-first century. Charting the leaps in technology, thought and practice that led
to extraordinary revolutions of music in each age, the book takes us through Confucius’
China, medieval Europe, Renaissance Italy, and Jazz era America to reveal the rich history
of music we still listen to today.

US

Proposal available

March 2021
ISBN 978 1 78125 777 7
Royal Hardback
418pp  £25.00
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Louisa Dunnigan

An authoritative and readable narrative, Five Straight Lines’ dramatic sweep is full of
unexpected detail and anecdote. He explores developments in musical style and changes
in forms, techniques and instrumentation, in music for the court and church and also in
music sung in pubs, theatres, the streets and at home. Whether you prefer Baroque or
pop, bone flutes or Classical violins, this book will enrich your experience of the musical
world, and show how it all connects. In short, it is for everyone interested in music.

Andrew Gant is the author of O Sing unto the Lord: A History of English Church Music and
Christmas Carols: From Village Green to Church Choir (Profile 2016 and 2014). He is a composer,
choirmaster, university teacher and writer. He has directed the choirs of The Guards’ Chapel,
Worcester College Oxford, and Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal. He lectures in music at St Peter’s
College, Oxford.

Breaking and Mending
A junior doctor’s stories of compassion & burnout

Joanna Cannon

‘Frank, emotional and compassionate’ David Nicholls
’One of the most beautiful books you will ever read’ Kate Mosse
‘Hope and compassion in even the darkest of moments’ Jameela Jamil
‘Powerful, shocking and intimate all at the same time’ John Boyne
‘I will be buying and you should too’ Adam Kay, author of This Is Going to Hurt
US

Rights sold: Life & Page Publishing (Korea);
Global Holdings (Taiwan)
September 2019
ISBN 978 1 78816 057 5
B format Hardback
160pp  £12.99
Imprint: Wellcome Collection
Editor: Ellen Davies

‘All doctors should read this – and patients too. Emotionally wise and beautifully written’
Jill Mansell
’One of the most moving, compelling books I’ve ever read’ Marian Keyes
Joanna Cannon left school at fifteen with one O-level and worked her way through many
different jobs: barmaid, kennel maid, pizza delivery expert. Jo’s love of narrative had always drawn
her towards psychiatry but it wasn’t until her thirties that she decided to go back to college. She
went on to university to study medicine and appeared on the other side with a brand new title. She
still has to remember to turn around when someone says ‘doctor’.
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Words Fail Us
In Defence of Disfluency

Jonty Claypole

In an age of polished TED talks and overconfident political oratory, success seems
to depend upon charismatic public speaking. But what if hyper fluency is not only
unachievable but undesirable?
Jonty Claypole spent fifteen years of his life in and out of extreme speech therapy.
From sessions with child psychologists to lengthy stuttering boot camps and exposure
therapies, he tried everything until finally being told the words he’d always feared: ‘We
can’t cure your stutter.’ Those words started him on a journey towards not just making
peace with his stammer, but learning to use it to his advantage.
US

Proofs available

Jonty Claypole is Director of Arts at the BBC, Chairman of HOME in Manchester, and was listed
in the Bookseller’s Top 100 2020 most influential people. Although born in Australia, he grew up
in London and now lives in Bethnal Green with his family. Words Fail Us is published in association
with Wellcome Collection.

June 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 171 8
Demy Hardback
224pp  £12.99
Imprint: Wellcome Collection
Editor: Ellen Davies

Dementia
Practical advice for families, professionals, and people

June Andrews
Revised and Updated Edition
Across the world, 50 million people live with dementia. Even more are affected by
the dementia of parents, partners, siblings or friends. But still, most people who are
diagnosed, or who are dealing with the diagnosis of a loved one, feel as though they are
alone. Dementia: The One-Stop Guide aims to fill this gap, providing practical information
and support for living with, or caring for, someone with dementia.
This new and updated edition offers clear and sensible information about recognising
symptoms, getting help, managing financially, staying at home, treatment, being a carer
and staying positive. Updated to include new research on sleep, exercise and reducing
dementia risk, information on inherited dementias and guidance on care homes.
Rights sold: Grupa Wydawnicza Harmonia
(Poland); Greystone (USA)

June Andrews is an international dementia specialist adviser, and professor emeritus in
dementia studies. During her decade directing the University of Stirling’s Dementia Services
Development Centre, she co-wrote , a book on helping care for those with dementia, which has
sold over 65,000 copies. She has received a Fellowship of the Royal College of Nursing (RCN), the
highest honour awarded to nurses in the UK, and in 2016 she was awarded an OBE. She advises
families, organisations and governments across the world.

May 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 505 1
B format Paperback
384pp  £10.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Louisa Dunnigan
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Seven Types of People You Find in
Bookshops
Shaun Bythell

Everyone knows who you find in bookshops: people who want to buy books. But, as
Shaun Bythell, author of the bestselling Diary of a Bookseller and Confessions of a
Bookseller, reveals, that’s really only half the story.
Join Shaun as he introduces us to seven bookshop characters, from the Person Who
Doesn’t Know What They Want (But Thinks It Might Have a Blue Cover) to the harried
Parents Secretly After Free Childcare and all the way over to the erotica section, where we’ll
meet The Person Who Is Up to No Good.

US

Affectionate, sardonic and laugh-out-loud funny, Seven Types of People You Find in
Bookshops is your indispensable guide to the flora and fauna of your local bookshop.

November 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 658 4
A-format hardback
144pp  £7.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Cecily Gayford

Previous titles by Shaun Bythell

Rights sales for The Diary of a Bookseller:
Ednorog (Bulgaria); Viena Ediciones (Catalan);
Imaginist (China); Kirjapaja (Finland); Autrement
(France); J’Ai Lu (France (pocket)); Random
House (Germany); Key Books (Greece); Thomas
Rap/Bezige Bij (Holland); Ugla Utgáfá (Owl
Publishing) Iceland; Einaudi (Italy); Da Vinci
Publishing (Korea); Atticus-Azbooka (Russia);
Malpaso (Spain); Natur Och Kultur (Sweden);
Gamme Magie (Thailand); Nash Format (Ukraine)

Rights sales for Confessions of a Bookseller;
Ednorog (Bulgaria); Imaginist (China); Dybbuk
(Czech); UHINENUD (Estonia); Random House
(Germany); Azooka (Russia); Linking Publishing
(Taiwan) Nash Format (Ukraine); David R Godline
(US)

Shaun Bythell bought The Bookshop in Wigtown on 1 November 2001, and has been running it
ever since with an increasing passion for the business, matched only by a sense of despair for its
future, and an ill-humour inspired by a decade-and-a-half of dealing with confused customers and
surly staff. His internationally-bestselling books The Diary of a Bookseller and Confessions of a
Bookseller have been translated into over twenty languages, including Russian, Korean and French.
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Bedtime Stories for Worried Liberals
Stuart Heritage

Anxious? Angry? Waking up in the middle of the night to worry about plastic pollution,
Brexit and why everything seems to be so horrible all the time? Thumb sore from scrolling
through the Guardian news app, even though it makes you want to cry?
Us too.
But help is here, in the shape of Stuart Heritage’s hilarious Bedtime Stories for Worried
Liberals. Put down your phone, log off Twitter, and let yourself be lulled to sleep by
stories from a world where Brexit disappears in a puff of smoke, Waitrose is free, and Fairy
Godmothers look a lot like Barack Obama.
Funny and soothing: let Stuart Heritage tuck you in and read you a story about how
everything is fine again.

Stuart Heritage is a writer and columnist for the Guardian, the Times, i and Esquire, and the
author of Don’t be a Dick, Pete. He has written for television programmes and founded and edited
award-winning blogs. For two years running he was named as one of the fifty most influential
emerging figures in the British media by Independent.

US

Rights sold: Autrement (France); Kieppenheur
Witsch (Germany); SEMS (Italy)
November 2019
ISBN 978 1 78816 337 8
B-format Hardback
160pp  £9.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Cecily Gayford

Politically Correct Bedtime Stories
25th Anniversary Edition with a new story

James Finn Garner

‘Essential reading for adults of all ages … the wisest, funniest, most thoughtful thing yet
written on the subject of PC’ Observer
In this bestselling classic, James Finn Garner has rewritten classic stories for more
enlightened times; from Snow White’s relationship with seven vertically challenged
men, Little Red Riding Hood, her grandma and the cross-dressing wolf who set up an
alternative household based on mutual respect and cooperation, to the Emperor who was
not naked but was endorsing a clothing-optional lifestyle.
At last, here is bedtime reading free from prejudice and discrimination of witches, giants,
dwarves, goblins and fairies everywhere. For anyone brought up on sexist, racist, sizeist
and ethnocentrist reading matter, James Finn Garner’s stories have been purged of the
influence of an insensitive cultural past to become fables for our times.

James Finn Garner was born in Detroit and grew up in the company town of Dearborn,
Michigan. After graduating from the University of Michigan (where he won a Hopwood Award for
one of his short plays), he moved to Chicago. He is the author of Once Upon A More Enlightened
Time and Politically Correct Holiday Stories.

November 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 513 6
Other, Hardback
196pp  £7.99
Imprint: Souvenir Press
Editor Cindy Chan
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Michael Rosen’s Book of Play
Why Play Really Matters

Michael Rosen

When did you last make time for play?
Today, we don’t get nearly enough play in our lives. At school, kids are drilled on exams,
while at home we’re all glued to our phones and screens. Former children’s laureate and
bestselling author, Michael Rosen, is here to show us how to put this right – and why it
matters for creativity, resilience and much more.

US

Rights sold: Saggiatore (Italy)

October 2019
ISBN 978 1 78816 190 9
Demy Hardback
224pp  £12.99
Imprint: Wellcome Collection
Editor: Francesca Barrie

‘Play, make-believe, nonsense talk, it all comes naturally to us when we’re young. As one
of our most beloved children’s authors, poets and storytellers, it’s a knack Rosen has
never grown out of … Yet now, more than ever, Rosen argues that there’s an important role
for play in all our lives.’ Boudicca Fox-Leonard
‘The former children’s laureate advocates play for everyone, young or old. The book has
a friendly, lively tone as it explores role play, ad-libbing, dressing up, toys, art, stories and
wordplay.’
Michael Rosen is one of the most-admired figures in the children’s book world, renowned for
his work as a poet, performer, broadcaster and scriptwriter. His bestselling books include We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt, Michael Rosen’s Sad Book and Totally Wonderful Miss Plumberry. He
was Children’s Laureate from 2007–2009, and received the Eleanor Farjeon Award for services to
children’s literature in 1997.

Happiness, a Mystery
and 66 attempts to solve it

Sophie Hannah

Happiness is one of life’s greatest mysteries, and our search for it is perhaps the most
enduring of human quests. But what is happiness? Why does it mean so many different
things to different people? And how can we be happier?

US

Proofs available

May 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 294 4
Demy Hardback
224pp  £14.99
Imprint: Wellcome Collection
Editor: Helen Conford

Drawing on decades of experience in crime writing, self-help and curious observation of
other people, Sophie Hannah lines up her cast of suspects and expert witnesses – from
ancient philosophers to modern self-help gurus, scientists to ordinary people from all
walks of life. Leaving no stone unturned, she scrutinises the clues, evidence, and red
herrings that unexpectedly lead to happiness. And she uncovers answers – from the
secrets of a fulfilling relationship to the joys of boredom, or the bliss of a cancelled
meeting.
Weaving in hilarious observations from Sophie’s own life, this is the ultimate guide to
happiness – and the clues that can lead us there.

Sophie Hannah is a Sunday Times and New York Times bestselling writer of crime fiction,
published in forty-nine languages and fifty-one territories. Her books have sold millions of copies
worldwide. She has published two short story collections and five collections of poetry.
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War on Wheels
Inside Keirin and Japan’s Cycling Subculture

Justin McCurry

The Olympic cycling sport of keirin was invented in Japan more than 70 years ago to raise
money to rebuild the country after World War II. Now, fans bet billions of dollars a year on
races, with the top riders earning huge sums.
In each race, a pacemaker leads nine riders around the velodrome, then leaves the
track with a lap and a half to go – the cue for a frantic finish as the competitors reach
speeds of up to 70 kph. Along the way they block and shove each other, clash heads and
occasionally crash (the two Japanese characters used to write keirin mean ‘battle’ and
‘wheel’).

Rights sold: Pegasus (USA)
Proofs available
July 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 085 8
Demy Hardback
320pp  £16.99
Imprint: Pursuit
Editor: James Spackman

To prevent race fixing, the cyclists spend meets living in dorms, with no access to online
technology. Their lives are ruled by ritual and fierce competition, from their rookie days at
the Japan Keirin School near Mount Fuji to the annual Grand Prix final, whose winner takes
home prize money of almost one million dollars.
Justin McCurry, the Guardian’s Japan and Korea correspondent, explores a blue-collar
Japan we rarely see and a uniquely fascinating sporting culture.
Justin McCurry has lived in Tokyo since 1991. He reports on Japan and South East Asia for the
Guardian and contributes to many other publications.

Signs of Life
To the Ends of the Earth with a Doctor

Stephen Fabes

In 2010 Stephen Fabes rode away from his career as an emergency doctor in London, on
a cycling journey that would span the length of six continents and take six years. Signs of
Life is his story of a world of challenges – from Tajik camel spiders to camping on a frozen
lake in Mongolia, to coaxing another few kilometres out of ‘Ol’ Patchy’ (his faithful inner
tube) – and of the people of seventy-five countries; from hospitable nomads and curious
children to vindictive border guards.
It is also a story of medicine calling Stephen back; he recalls his first pronouncement of
death as he examines the frozen body of a monk high in the Himalayas; he is drawn into
treating patients at a leprosy clinic; he helps refugees at The Jungle in Calais. All the while,
he reflects on how societies treat their most vulnerable and draws comparisons with the
lost souls he had treated back home in London.
Rights sold: Pegasus (USA)

August 2020
ISBN 978 1 78816 121 3
Demy Hardback
352pp  £14.99
Imprint: Pursuit
Editor: James Spackman

Stephen Fabes is an A&E doctor at St Thomas’ and Homerton hospitals in London. His
search for adventure began as a teenager when he was often found standing on the side
of a road, holding a handwritten sign saying ‘Anywhere’.
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The Medal Factory
British Cycling and the Cost of Gold

Kenny Pryde

In the 1990s, the UK was not a significant force in the cycling world. The sport’s governing
body was a handful of old eccentrics. By 2008, boosted by massive lottery funding and a
hungry new generation of leaders, Team GB dominated Olympic cycling, winning eight out
of the ten gold medals in Beijing. Team Sky, a British road racing squad with roots in that
Olympic programme, would dominate the Tour de France. But now allegations of sexism,
bullying and complicity with drug taking threaten the reputation and the funding of British
Cycling.
In The Medal Factory, veteran cycling journalist Kenny Pryde asks whether the rise of
British cycling reveals a path to success other organisations can follow and whether their
will to win has led to a culture of poor ethics and unfairness?

Kenny Pryde has been a cycling journalist since 1987, he edited Winning: Cycle Racing illustrated
and The Fabulous World of Cycling, was a staff writer at Cycling Weekly; and editor at large of
Cycle Sport.
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February 2020
ISBN 978 1 78125 985 6
Demy Hardback
352pp  £16.99
Imprint: Pursuit
Editor: James Spackman

Where There’s A Will
Emily Chappell

‘I had lost sight of the end. Istanbul was still over a week’s ride away, so impossibly distant
that there was no point fixating on it. I thought about the next town, the next bend in the
road, the next sleep, the next meal.
I got back on the bike, and I kept going.’
In 2015 Emily Chappell embarked on a formidable new bike race: The Transcontinental.
4,000km across Europe, unassisted, in the shortest time possible.
On her first attempt she made it only halfway, waking up suddenly on her back in a field,
floored by the physical and mental exertion.

US

A year later she entered the race again – and won.

Emily Chappell worked as a cycle courier in London for many years, telling her story in What
Goes Around. Since then she has explored the world on her bike, and committed to enabling others
to do the same. Her writing has featured in Vogue, Cyclist, National Geographic and the Guardian.

November 2019
ISBN 978 1 78816 151 0
Demy Hardback
288pp  £14.99
Imprint: Pursuit
Editor: James Spackman
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In Search of Mary Shelley
Fiona Sampson

A major new work of biography by a prize-winning writer and poet.
Mary Shelley was brought up by her father in a house filled with radical thinkers, poets,
philosophers and writers of the day. Aged sixteen, she eloped with Percy Bysshe Shelley,
embarking on a relationship that was lived on the move across Britain and Europe, as
she coped with debt, infidelity and the deaths of three children, before early widowhood
changed her life forever. Most astonishingly, it was while she was still a teenager that
Mary composed her canonical novel Frankenstein, creating two of our most enduring
archetypes today.

Utet (Italy); Galaxia Gutenberg (Spain);
Pegasus (USA)
September 2018
ISBN 978 1 78125 529 2
B-format Pbk
320pp  £9.99
Imprint: Profile Books
Editor: Cecily Gayford

The life story is well-known. But who was the woman who lived it? She’s left plenty of
evidence, and in this fascinating dialogue with the past, Fiona Sampson sifts through
letters, diaries and records to find the real woman behind the story. She uncovers a
complex, generous character – friend, intellectual, lover and mother – trying to fulfil her
own passionate commitment to writing at a time when to be a woman writer was an
extraordinary and costly anomaly.

Fiona Sampson is a prize-winning poet and writer. She has been published in more
than thirty languages and received an MBE for services to literature. A Fellow of the Royal
Society for Literature, and the recipient of a number of national and international honours
for her poetry, she has worked as an editor, translator, and university professor as well
as a violinist. www.fionasampson.co.uk. She is writing a biography of Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, to be published by Profile in 2021 (rights via Wylie Agency).
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RIGHTS INFORMATION
RIGHTS DIRECTOR: Penny Daniel at Profile Books
Tel: +44 207 841 6318
Email: penny.daniel@profilebooks.com
US RIGHTS
Non-fiction via: George Lucas at Inkwell Management
Tel: 00 1 212 922 3500
Email: george@inkwellmanagement.com
TRANSLATION RIGHTS
Via Andrew Nurnberg Associates
Tel: +44 203327 0400
Email: hkoscia@nurnberg.co.uk
Hebrew rights via: The Deborah Harris Agency
Email: efrat@thedeborahharrisagency.com
***Economist Books are published and distributed in the United States and Canada by Public Affairs
www.publicaffairs.com/the-economist
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