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YA CONTEMPORARY FICTION
OFF THE RECORD by Sophie Gonzales and Cale Dietrich (Wednesday Books, September 2021)
Editor: Sylvan Creekmore; Material: manuscript due December; Page count: 320
Eighteen-year-olds Ruben Montez and Zach Stenerson are two members of the boy-band Saturday, one of the
biggest acts in America. Along with their bandmates, Angel Phan and Jon Braxton, the four are teen
heartbreakers in front of the cameras and best friends backstage. But privately, cracks are starting to form: their
once-easy rapport is straining under the pressures of fame, and Ruben confides in Zach that he’s feeling
smothered by their management’s pressure to stay in the closet. On a whirlwind tour through Europe, with
both an unrelenting schedule and minimal supervision, Ruben and Zach come to rely on each other more and
more, and their already close friendship evolves into a romance. But when they decide they’re ready to tell
their fans and live freely, Zach and Ruben start to truly realize that they will never have the support of their
management. How can they hold tight to each other when the whole world seems to want to come between
them?
HANI AND ISHU’S GUIDE TO FAKE DATING by Adiba Jaigirdar (Page Street Publishing, May
2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript; Page count: 352
Everyone likes Hani Kahn—she’s easy going and one of the most popular girls at school. But when she comes
out to her friends as bisexual, they invalidate her identity, saying she can’t be bi if she’s only dated guys.
Panicked, Hani blurts out that she’s in a relationship…with a girl her friends absolutely hate—Ishita Dey. Ishita
is the complete opposite of Hani. She’s an academic overachiever who hopes that becoming head girl will set
her on the right track for college. But Ishita agrees to help Hani, if Hani will help her become more popular so
that she stands a chance of being elected head girl. Despite their mutually beneficial pact, they start developing
real feelings for each other. But relationships are complicated, and some people will do anything to stop two
Bengali girls from achieving happily ever after.
“Debut author Jaigirdar seamlessly weaves issues of racism and homophobia into a fastmoving plot peopled with richly drawn characters. Impossible to put down.”—Kirkus
(starred review) on The Henna Wars
Also available: The Henna Wars (2020)

FAKING REALITY by Sara Fujimura (Tor Teen, July 2021)
Editor: Susan Chang; Material: manuscript due September; Page count: 320
Dakota McDonald swore after “The Great Homecoming Disaster” that she’d never allow her romantic life to
be a plot line in her parents’ HGTV reality show again. But when the restaurant run by the family of her best
friend (and secret crush), Leo, is on the line, Dakota might end up eating her own words. Leo Matsuda dreams
of escaping his small town Arizona life and the suffocating demands of working in his family’s restaurant, but
the closer he gets to his goal—thanks to the help of his best friend (and secret crush), Dakota—the more reasons
there are for him to stay. With shades of My Big Fat Greek Wedding and Kara McDowell’s Just for Clicks,
Faking Reality is perfect for readers looking for feel-good YA romance with diverse characters.
“A rich, emotionally layered story…Wonderful.”—NPR on Every Reason We Shouldn’t
Previous title’s foreign sales: Korea/DanielStone
Also available: Every Reason We Shouldn’t (2020)
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YA CONTEMPORARY FICTION
PERFECT ON PAPER by Sophie Gonzales (Wednesday Books, March 2021)
Editor: Sylvan Creekmore; Material: manuscript; Page count: 352

Her advice, spot on. Her love life, way off. Darcy Phillips can give you the solution to any
of your relationship woes—for a fee; uses her power for good—most of the time; really
cannot stand Alexander Brougham; has maybe not the best judgement when it comes to her
best friend, Brooke—who is in love with someone else; does not appreciate being
blackmailed. However, when Brougham catches her in the act of collecting letters from
locker 89—out of which she’s been running her questionably legal, anonymous relationship
advice service—that’s exactly what happens. In exchange for keeping her secret, Darcy
begrudgingly agrees to become his personal dating coach—at a generous hourly rate, at least. The goal? To
help him win his ex-girlfriend back. Darcy has a good reason to keep her identity secret. If word gets out that
she’s behind the locker, some things she’s not proud of will come to light, and there’s a good chance Brooke
will never speak to her again. Okay, so all she has to do is help an entitled, bratty, (annoyingly hot) guy win
over a girl who’s already fallen for him once? What could go wrong?
“Didn’t know it was possible to pack a book with this much charm, humor, sincerity, and wisdom, but
then again, it’s Sophie Gonzales. Perfect on Paper is perfectly wonderful.”—Becky Albertalli, New York
Times bestselling author of Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda
Foreign sales: Germany/cbj, UK/Hodder
Previous title’s foreign sales: France/Pocket Jeunesse, Germany/cbj, Russia/AST,
Turkey/Yabanci, UK/Hodder
Also available: Only Mostly Devastated (2020)

YOU HAVE A MATCH by Emma Lord (Wednesday Books, January 2021)
Editor: Alexandra Sehulster; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
From the beloved author of Tweet Cute comes a novel of lost friendships, found family, and
all the ways in which we keep coming back to each other. When Abby signs up for a DNA
service, it’s mainly to give her friend, Leo, a nudge. After all, she knows who she is already:
Avid photographer. Injury-prone tree climber. Best friend to Leo and Connie…although
ever since the B.E.I. (Big Embarrassing Incident) with Leo, things have been awkward on
that front. But she doesn’t know she’s a younger sister. When the DNA service reveals Abby
has a secret sister, shimmery-haired Instagram star Savannah Tully, it’s hard to believe
they’re from the same planet, never mind the same parents—especially considering Savannah, queen of green
smoothies, is only a year and a half older than Abby herself. The logical course of action? Meet up at summer
camp (obviously) and figure out why Abby’s parents gave Savvy up for adoption. But there are complications:
Savvy is a rigid rule-follower and total narc. Leo is also at the camp as a chef, putting Abby’s growing feelings
for him on full blast. And her parents have a secret that threatens to unravel everything. But part of family is
showing up, leaning in, and learning to fit all your awkward pieces together. Because sometimes, the hardest
things can also be the best ones.
“Filled with humor, heart, and a dose of social media reality...debut author Lord packs a
punch in this adorably fun novel.”—School Library Journal on Tweet Cute
Previous title’s foreign sales: Hungary/Könyvmolyképző, Italy/Piemme, Romania/Storia,
Russia/AST, Turkey/Epsilon
Also available: Tweet Cute (2020)
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LUCKY GIRL by Jamie Pacton (Page Street Publishing, May 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript; Page count: 240
In Jamie Pacton’s hilarious and poignant sophomore novel, a teen wins the lottery jackpot and suspicion and
jealousy spread through her small town before she can claim her prize. 28,643,129. That’s how many dollars
seventeen-year-old Fortuna Jane Belleweather just won in the lotto jackpot. It’s also how many reasons she
has for not coming forward to claim her prize. If she reveals her win before she turns eighteen, Jane’s hoarder
mother will get the money. The last thing her mom needs is millions of dollars to buy more stuff. But Jane’s
birthday is a month away, and it’s hard to keep $28 million secret for long in her tiny Wisconsin town. After
Jane’s best friend Bran declares on the news that he’ll be the one to find the lucky winner, he drags Jane into
his schemes. In the meantime, everyone in town has big ideas about what they’d do with the money and strong
opinions on why no one has claimed the prize. Suspicion and jealousy turns neighbor against neighbor and a
hunt commences to find the lucky winner. As things in town get ugly, Jane begins to wonder: Could this much
money actually be a bad thing?
“Jamie Pacton’s pitch-perfect debut novel has nerves of steel beneath its mischievous
exterior… A fantastic blend of frankness, feminism and pure fun, The Life and Medieval
Times of Kit Sweetly will appeal to anyone who has ever felt called to do more than is
expected of them.”—BookPage
Also available: The Life and Medieval Times of Kit Sweetly (2020)

NEVER SAW YOU COMING by Erin Hahn (Wednesday Books, September 2021)
Editor: Vicki Lame; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
Tell Me Three Things by Julie Buxbaum meets Saved! in Erin Hahn’s next delightful contemporary about
forgiveness and first love. Raised by conservative parents, eighteen-year-old homeschool-graduate, Meg
Hennessey just found out her entire childhood was a lie. Instead of taking a gap year before college to find
herself, she ends up traveling north to meet what’s left of the family she never knew existed. While there, she
meets Micah Allen, a former Pastor’s kid whose dad ended up in prison, leaving Micah with his own
complicated relationship with the church. The clock is ticking on Pastor Allen’s probation hearing, and Micah,
now nineteen, feels the pressure to forgive even when he can’t possibly forget. As Meg and Micah grow closer,
they are confronted with the heavy flutterings of first love and all the complications it brings. Together, they
must navigate the sweetness of finding your soulmate and the sometimes-painful process of cutting ties with
childhood beliefs as they build toward something truer and straight from the heart.
“The slow unfolding of this love story will be relished by teens who favor
swooning romances...A character-driven story of first love and family drama
replete with its own soundtrack.”—Kirkus on More Than Maybe
Previous title’s foreign sales: Spain/Libros de Seda
Also available: You’d Be Mine (2019), More Than Maybe (2020)
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YA CONTEMPORARY FICTION
TROUBLE GIRLS by Julia Lynn Rubin (Wednesday Books, June 2021)
Editor: Sylvan Creekmore; Material: manuscript; Page count: 272

In this queer, modern reimagining of Thelma & Louise, two best friends go on the run after
stabbing a would-be rapist in a journey that grows darker and deadlier with each new
disastrous decision they make. When Trixie picks up her best friend, Lux, for their first solo
weekend getaway, she’s just looking to escape for a little while, to forget the despair of
being trapped in her dead-end rustbelt town and the daunting responsibility of caring for her
ailing mother. But a single moment of violence will forever change the course of the girls’
lives as they become wanted fugitives. Trying to stay ahead of the cops and a hellscape of
media attention, the girls encounter an unforgiving landscape, rapidly diminishing supplies, and bad choices
at every turn. As they are transformed by the media into the face of a #metoo movement they didn’t ask to lead
and the road before them runs out, Trixie and Lux realize that they can only rely on each other and that the
love they find together is the one thing that truly makes them free.
“Trouble Girls cuts in more ways than one: The prose is knife sharp, the characters’ edges honed through
wonderfully interwoven backstory, and the plot draws blood with Rubin’s refusal to look away from the
truth.”—Ashley Schumacher, author of Amelia Unabridged

THE BALLAD OF DINAH CALDWELL by Kate Brauning (Page Street Publishing, October 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript; Page count: 400
When seventeen-year-old Dinah finds her mother dead on her family’s farm in the Ozarks with wealthy rancher
Gabriel Gates standing over her, her life narrows to a single point: kill Gabriel Gates. But Gates is hard to get
to, and once he puts a ten-thousand-dollar reward on Dinah’s head, everyone in the starving county wants a
piece of her. Homeless and alone in the woods, all she has is Johnny, the moonshining bootlegger at home in
the caves. He begs her to leave the mountains, to start over with a new life. But Dinah is hell-bent on sparking
a county revolution. She’ll lose her life to see this killer dead. True Grit meets Sadie by Courtney Summers in
this #ownvoices near-future revenge thriller that tackles capitalism, queerness, and revolution.
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with JABberwocky Literary Agency)

TO BREAK A COVENANT by Alison Ames (Page Street Publishing, June 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
Debut voice Alison Ames delivers a chilling, feminist thriller, perfect for fans of Wilder Girls and Sawkill
Girls. Moon Basin has been haunted for as long as anyone can remember. It started when an explosion in the
mine killed sixteen people. The disaster made it impossible to live in town with underground fires spewing ash
into the sky. But life in New Basin is just as fraught. The ex-mining town relies on its haunted reputation to
bring in tourists, but there’s more truth to the rumors than most are willing to admit, and the mine still has a
hold on everyone who lives there. Clem and Nina form a perfect loop—best friends forever, and perhaps
something more. Their circle opens up for a strange girl named Lisey with a knack for training crows, and
Piper, whose father is fascinated with the mine in a way that’s anything but ordinary. Then people start
experiencing strange phenomena—sleepwalking, night terrors, voices that only they can hear. And no matter
how many vans of ghost hunters roll through town, nobody can get to the bottom of what’s really going on.
Which is why the girls decide to enter the mine themselves.
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with The Deborah Harris Agency)
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THE LOST GIRLS by Sonia Hartl (Page Street Publishing, September 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript; Page count: 400
When Ezra Irving turned Holly Liddell into a vampire in 1987, he promised her eternal love. But thirty-four
years later, Ezra has left her, her hair will be crimped for the rest of immortality, and the only job she can get
as a forever-sixteen-year-old is the midnight shift at Taco Bell. But Holly’s afterlife takes an interesting turn
when she meets Rose McKay and Ida Ripley. Having also been turned and discarded by Ezra—Rose in 1954,
and Ida, his ex-fiancée, in 1921—they want to help her and need her help in return with their plan to kill Ezra
before he turns another girl. Though Holly is hurt and angry with Ezra for tossing her aside, she’s reluctant to
kill her ex—until Holly meets Parker Kincaid, the new girl Ezra has set his sights on, and feels a quick and
nerve-wracking attraction to her. Laced with dark humor and queer love, Sonia Hartl’s next on-the-pulse
contemporary is John Tucker Must Die with a feminist girl gang of vampires.
“[A] gentle and respectful treatment of the very real hardships and humanity
behind the all-consuming race for clicks…A touching and very human
perspective on internet infamy: Click on this one.”—Kirkus on Not Your
#Lovestory
Previous title’s foreign sales: Estonia/Heli, Romania/Booklet
Also available: Have a Little Faith in Me (2019), Not Your #LoveStory (2020)

WHERE IT ALL LANDS by Jennie Wexler (Wednesday Books, July 2021)
Editor: Alexandra Sehulster; Material: manuscript; Page count: 336
Stevie Rosenstein has never made a true friend or fallen in love. Moved from city to city by
her father’s unrelenting job, it’s too hard to care for someone. But she’ll soon learn to trust,
to love. Twice. Drew and Shane have been best friends through everything. The painful
death of Shane’s dad. The bitter separation of Drew’s parents. Through sleepaway camps
and family heartache, basketball games and profound loss, they’ve always been there for
each other. When Stevie meets Drew and Shane, life should go on as normal. But the
universe has other plans. Told in dual timelines, this debuts delivers a heartbreaking and
hopeful story of how our choices define us and how no matter the road, love can find its way.
“A moving story about loss and love…this debut novel by Jennie Wexler is refreshing and deep. For
fans of Sarah Dessen and Rainbow Rowell this novel is heartfelt and honest with a touch of mystery.”—
Paige McKenzie New York Times bestselling author of The Haunting of Sunshine Girl
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with CAA)

THE TRAGEDY OF DANE RILEY by Kat Spears (Wednesday Books, June 2021)
Editor: Sara Goodman; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
Returning with her first book in almost five years, critically-acclaimed author of Sway and Breakaway Kat
Spears introduces Dane Riley whose grasp on reality is slipping, and he’s not sure that he cares. While his
mother has moved on after his father’s death, Dane desperately misses the man who made Dane feel okay to
be himself. He can’t stand his mother’s boyfriend or the boyfriend’s son. Then there’s the girl next door: Dane
can’t quite define their relationship, and he doesn’t know if he’s got the courage to leave the friend zone. An
emotional and heartfelt novel about mental health and dealing with grief and growing up, The Tragedy of
Dane Riley is the story of a teenager finding the strength he needs to make life worth living.
“Spears showcases a talent for creating believably flawed characters seeking connection in the aftermath
of tragedy.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) on Breakaway
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with the Irene Goodman Literary Agency)
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TONIGHT WE RULE THE WORLD by Zack Smedley (Page Street Publishing, September 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript due October; Page count: 320
From the author of Deposing Nathan, a 2020 Lambda Literary Award finalist for Bisexual Fiction, comes
Speak for boys, a raw and moving story about abusive teen relationships, masculinity, sexual agency, and
identity. For years, all of Owen Turner’s words stayed inside his head—until he met Lily, the girl who helped
him come out as bi and settle into his Autism Spectrum Disorder diagnosis. But everything unravels when
someone reports Owen’s biggest secret to the school: that he was sexually assaulted at a class event. No one
knows it happened to Owen, and he’s afraid of what will happen if his name gets out. His classmates might
call him a word he can’t stand—“victim.” His father, a tough-as-nails military vet, might resort to extreme
methods to hunt down the name of who did it. And when Lily finds out, she might take their relationship to a
dark, dangerous place to keep Owen quiet. Then, Owen’s fears all come true. And it’ll take
everything he’s got to escape the explosion intact.
“A layered, complex depiction of questioning (bi)sexuality…A heartbreaking case worth
revisiting again and again.”—Kirkus (starred review) on Deposing Nathan
Also available: Deposing Nathan (2019)

PIECES OF ME by Kate McLaughlin (Wednesday Books, September 2021)
Editor: Vicki Lame; Material: manuscript due October; Page count: 320
When eighteen-year-old Dylan wakes up, she’s in an apartment she doesn’t recognize. The other people there
seem to know her, but she doesn’t know them—not even the pretty, chiseled boy who tells her his name is
Connor. When she borrows Connor’s phone to call home, she realizes she’s been missing for three days. Dylan
has lost time before, but never like this. Soon after, Dylan is diagnosed with Dissociative Identity Disorder,
and must grapple not only with the many people currently crammed inside her head, but that a secret from her
past so terrible she’s blocked it out has put them there. Her only distraction is a budding new relationship with
Connor. But as she gets closer to finding out the truth, Dylan wonders: will it heal her or fracture her further?
Kate McLaughlin’s Pieces of Me is a raw but hopeful look at a girl finding strength in not being alone.
“This story of resilience and recovery is gritty and heavy but ultimately hopeful...A gut-punch story with
an uplifting ending.”—Kirkus on What Unbreakable Looks Like
THE LAST SECRET YOU’LL EVER KEEP by Laurie Faria Stolarz (Wednesday
Books, March 2021)
Editor: Tiffany Shelton; Material: manuscript; Page count: 336
Six months…Since my escape. Since no one believed I was taken to begin with—from my
own bed, after a party, when no one else was home…Six months of trying to find answers
and being told instead that I made the whole incident up. One month…Since I logged on to
the Jane Anonymous site for the first time and found a community of survivors who listen
without judgment. A month of chatting with a survivor whose story eerily mirrors my own:
a girl who’s been receiving triggering clues, just like me, and who could help me find the
answers I’m searching for. Three days…Since she mysteriously disappeared, and I’m forced to ask the
questions: will my chance to find out what happened to me vanish with her? And will I be next?
“Stolarz ups the psychological ante…Powerfully graphic.”—Kirkus (starred review) on
Jane Anonymous
Previous title’s foreign sales: Russia/Eksmo, Turkey/Yabanci
Also available: Jane Anonymous (2020)
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PAYBACK by Kristen Simmons (Tor Teen, February 2021)
Editor: Alison Fisher; Material: manuscript; Page count: 352
The unpredictable truth will be revealed in this conclusion to Kristen Simmons’ Edgar-and
Anthony-nominated thriller series set at Vale Hall, a school for con artists. Brynn Hilder has
conned a lot of people. From the spoiled rich kids of Sikawa City to her mom’s loser exboyfriend, from a motorcycle gang to a senator’s son. And thanks to Vale Hall and its
director, Dr. David Odin, she’s found a family of hustlers just like her. Together, Brynn and
her friends have overcome doubt, deceit, and betrayal to unearth the truth—a truth even a
group of professional scammers couldn’t have predicted. And now they must tackle
the biggest con artist of them all: the man who brought them all together.
“This twisty, fast-paced sequel will leave readers hungering for more.”—Kirkus
on Scammed
Also available: The Deceivers (2019), Scammed (2020)

THE DEVIL MAKES THREE by Tori Bovalino (Page Street Publishing, August 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript; Page count: 350
When Tess and Eliot stumble upon an ancient book hidden in a secret tunnel beneath the school library, they
accidentally release a devil from his book-bound prison, and he’ll stop at nothing to stay free. He’ll manipulate
all the ink in the library books to do his bidding, he’ll murder in the stacks, and he’ll bleed into every inch of
Tess’s life until his freedom is permanent. Forced to work together, Tess and Eliot have to find a way to retrap the devil before he kills everyone they know and love, including, increasingly, each other. And compared
to what the devil has in store for them, school stress suddenly doesn’t seem so bad after all. Part mystery/thriller
and part gothic horror, this genre-blending debut is sure to keep readers on the edge of their seats.
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with TriadaUS Literary Agency)

DNA by Marit Weisenberg (Flatiron Books, December 2021)
Editor: Sarah Barley; Material: manuscript due November; Page count: 320
Seventeen-year-old Poppy Winslow doesn’t know why her family has been on the run her entire life. Her
beautiful, caring, mysterious parents won’t tell Poppy and her younger sister why they won’t disclose their
true identities or why they move every few years. Poppy’s family is everything to her, but with each passing
year, her curiosity has only grown, and she is beginning to wonder how she can have her own future when
staying with her parents means giving up a normal life. When the family lands in San Francisco, Poppy comes
across a DNA testing kit at school and seizes the chance to try and find out more about her family’s history.
But she may not be ready for the shocking truth of her parents’ real identities or the fallout from her actions as
the net tightens around the Winslow family. And now she must ask herself: how much of herself does she owe
her family? And is it a betrayal to find her own place in the world? Exploring themes of identity and privacy,
love and loyalty, and the bittersweet truth that growing up means growing apart, this is an exciting new thriller.
“The Insomniacs kept me up all night. I could not put it down! A deeply beautiful story of yearning,
heartache, trauma, and love. There’s also a boy, a mystery, and one of the most engaging narrative
voices I’ve read in a very long time.”—Jennifer Niven, #1 New York Times bestselling author
of All the Bright Places
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with Levine Greenberg Rostan
Agency)
Also available: The Insomniacs (2020)
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YA FANTASY
SPELLS TROUBLE by P.C. and Kristin Cast (Wednesday Books, May 2021)
Editor: Monique Patterson; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
#1 New York Times bestselling authors P.C. and Kristin Cast bring their unique talents to a new fantasy trilogy,
the Sisters of Salem, introducing twin witches: Hunter and Mercy Goode, direct descendants of Sarah Goode,
the founder of their town and the first protector of Goodeville. As their ancestors have done before them, it is
now time for Hunter and Mercy to learn what it means to be the Gatekeepers of Goodeville—the protectors of
the Gates to different underworlds, ancient portals between their world and worlds where mythology rules and
nightmare is a reality. But when their mother becomes the first victim in a string of murders, the sisters are
forced into action and uncover much more than the perpetrator: the sealed Gates are opening. Ancient
mythological monsters are free and infecting the quiet town of Goodeville. Will Hunter and Mercy accept their
destiny as Gatekeepers and battle to rid their world of creatures without one of them paying the ultimate price?
Foreign sales: Turkey/Epsilon (three-book deal)

THE SPLENDOR by Breeana Shields (Page Street Publishing, September 2021)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: manuscript due September; Page count: 400
The Splendor isn’t just a glamorous hotel, it’s a magical experience that gives its guests the fantasy fulfillment
of their dreams. But The Splendor didn’t make Juliette’s dreams come true. It ruined her life. After a stay,
Juliette’s sister, Clare, returns from the hotel changed. Her connection to Juliette—the special bond they once
shared—has vanished. In a moment of hurt and frustration, Juliette steals their meager savings and visits The
Splendor herself. At first, she’s taken in by the lush and sumptuous hotel, but as she delves more deeply, she
grows more and more uneasy; every time she gets close to discovering something real, she seems to hit a wall.
Henri, an illusionist who lives and works at the hotel, is supposed to provide Juliette with the same Signature
Experience he gives all the guests—one tailored fantasy that will make her stay unforgettable. But as he gets
to know her, he realizes how difficult it will be to make her dreams come true: he’s the cause of her heartache.
“A satisfying and thrilling conclusion...A twisty plot examining fate and the
power of forgiveness in a dark, magical world.”—Kirkus on The Bone Thief
Previous titles’ foreign sales: Russia/Eksmo
Also available: The Bone Charmer (2019), The Bone Thief (2020)
THE PUPPETMASTER’S APPRENTICE by Lisa DeSelm (Page Street Publishing,
October 2020)
Editor: Lauren Knowles; Material: finished copies; Page count: 352
Impressed by the work of the puppetmaster and his apprentice, Tavia’s ruler, The Margrave,
has ordered dozens of life-size marionette soldiers to be sent to Wolfspire Hall. When the
the puppetmaster’s health suffers, Pirouette, his daughter and protégée, is left to build in his
stead. But there is something far more twisted brewing at Wolfspire—the Margrave’s son
wants Pirouette to create an assassin. And he wants her to give it life. With Tavia teetering
on the brink of war and her father dying in the dungeons, Pirouette has no choice but to
accept. Racing against the rise of the next blue moon—the magic that will bring her creations to life—she can’t
help but wonder, is she making a masterpiece...or a monster?
“Laden with atmosphere and written in gorgeous prose, this stunning debut novel is a dark fairy tale
about creating life, becoming human, and longing for connection, reminiscent of Pinocchio and
Frankenstein. This author is one to watch.”—Booklist (starred review)
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A NEON DARKNESS by Lauren Shippen (Tor Teen, September 2020)
Editor: Alison Fisher; Material: finished copies; Page count: 256
In the second Bright Sessions standalone story, Lauren Shippen reveals the origin story of
anti-hero Damien. Eighteen-year-old Robert always gets what he wants. But the power of
persuasion is as potent a curse as it is a blessing. Robert is alone until a group of strangers
who can do impossible things—produce flames without flint, conduct electricity with their
hands, and see visions of the past—welcome him. They call themselves Unusuals and they
give Robert a new name too: Damien. Finally, finally he belongs. As long as he can keep
his power under control. But control is a sacrifice he might not be willing to make.
The third standalone novel is set for September 2021 and follows Rose, a nineteen-year-old queer girl
discovering she has the power to enter other people’s minds through their dreams.
“Shippen combines an exciting plot with diverse characters...This may be the best Bright
Sessions content yet as well as an excellent starting point for those unfamiliar with this
world. A creative and compelling read.”—Kirkus
Also available: The Infinite Noise (2019)

WITHIN THESE WICKED WALLS by Lauren Blackwood (Wednesday Books, November 2021)
Editor: Tiffany Shelton; Material: manuscript due November; Page count: 352
In Lauren Blackwood’s debut, an Ethiopian-inspired Jane Eyre retelling, Andromeda is a debtera—an exorcist
hired to cleanse households of the Evil Eye. Jobs are hard to come by, so when her resume is pulled by a young,
eccentric heir named Magnus Rorschach, she takes it without question. Never mind that her employer is rude
and demanding, that the contract comes with a number of outlandish rules…and that almost a dozen debtera
have quit before her. But when Andi discovers the body of a house servant, she realizes a terrible secret:
Magnus is possessed by a hyena demon who kills all who cross it. Even worse? Andromeda was thrown out
of her mentorship before learning how to cleanse it. Death is the most likely outcome if she stays, and the
reason every debtera before her quit. But leaving Magnus to live out his curse alone isn’t an option. Because—
heaven help her—she’s already fallen in love with him.
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with TriadaUS Literary Agency)

BRIGHT RUINED THINGS by Samantha Cohoe (Wednesday Books, October 2021)
Editor: Jennie Conway; Material: manuscript due September; Page count: 320
The only life eighteen-year-old Mae has ever known is with the wealthy Prosper family who control the magic
on the island they call home and the spirits who inhabit it. Mae longs for magic of her own and to have a real
place among the Prospers with her best friend, Coco, and her crush, Miles. And with tonight being First
Night—when high-society returns to celebrate the island’s magic—Mae finally has the chance to go after what
she’s always wanted. But when the spirits start inexplicably dying, Mae begins to realize that things aren’t
what they seem. And Ivo, the reclusive, mysterious heir to the Prosper magic, may hold all the answers—
including a secret about Mae’s past. In this dazzling retelling of The Tempest, Samantha Cohoe brings a
glittering 1920s world to life. Set over the course of one climatic day, Bright Ruined Things mixes magic and
an atmospheric setting into a fantastically immersive world with characters you won’t be able to forget.
“Sharply written with a crackling, compassionately determined heroine, A Golden Fury is a vivid ride
through eighteenth century Europe with darkness and dread creeping at its corners. Utterly
enchanting.”—Emily A. Duncan, New York Times bestselling author of Wicked Saints
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with Dunham Literary)
Also available: A Golden Fury (2020)
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YA CONTEMPORARY FICTION
GOBLIN KING by Kara Barbieri (Wednesday Books, November 2020)
Editor: Eileen Rothschild; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
The Hunt is over but the War has just begun. Against all odds, Janneke has survived the
Hunt for the Stag and now holds the mantle, while Soren, now her equal in every way, has
become the new Erlking. Janneke’s powers as the new Stag have brought along haunting
visions of a world thrown into chaos, and the ghost of Lydian taunts her with the riddles he
spoke of when he was alive. When Janneke discovers the truth of Lydian and his madness,
she’s forced to see her tormentor in a different light for the first time. The world they know
is dying, and Lydian may have been the only person with the key to saving it.

“Janneke’s epic journey to overcome past horrors and seize her rightful place in the world is packed
with equally gripping action and emotion. Readers will flock to this compelling debut.”—
Booklist (starred review) on White Stag
Foreign sales: Russia/Eksmo
Previous title’s foreign sales: Germany/Heyne, Russia/Eksmo
Also available: White Stag (2019)

FORESTBORN by Elayne Audrey Becker (Tor Teen, August 2021)
Editor: Lindsey Hall; Material: manuscript due September; Page count: 352
Rora is a shifter, as magical as all those born in the wilderness—and as feared. She uses her abilities to spy for
the king, traveling under different guises and listening for signs of trouble. When a magical illness surfaces
across the kingdom, Rora uncovers a devastating truth: Finley, the young prince and her best friend, has caught
it, too. His only hope is stardust, the rarest of magical elements, found deep in the wilderness where Rora grew
up—and to which she swore never to return. But for her only friend, Rora will face her past and brave the dark,
magical wood, journeying with her brother and the obstinate, older prince who insists on coming. Together,
they must survive sentient forests and creatures unknown, battling an ever-changing landscape while escaping
human pursuers who want them dead. With illness gripping the kingdom and war on the horizon, Finley’s life
is not the only one that hangs in the balance. Forestborn marks the launch of a new commercial fantasy series
with a timeless feel for readers of Melissa Albert and Emily Duncan.
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with ICM)

THE ENDLESS SKIES by Shannon Price (Tor Teen, August 2021)
Editor: Rachel Bass; Material: manuscript due October; Page count: 352
A breakout standalone epic fantasy about shapeshifting warriors perfect for fans of Adrienne Young and
Wonder Woman, from the acclaimed author of A Thousand Fires. Sixteen-year-old Rowan is about to become
one of the famed Leonodai Warriors—the elite magical fighters who protect the floating city Heliana from the
world of Men. Until disaster strikes the city’s children. Against orders from the king, Rowan sets out on her
own and tracks down one of the Warrior teams—only to find herself face-to-face with both the man she loves
and the one who holds the dark secrets of their past. With time running out and Men on their tail, Rowan must
risk everything to save her beloved city.
“Price manages to write a story not only action-packed and intense, but that also dives deep
into serious subjects… a fantastic read. Recommended for teens who enjoy urban comingof-age stories.”—School Library Journal on A Thousand Fires
UK/COMMONWEALTH ONLY (Translation rights are with the Laura Dail Agency)
Also available: A Thousand Fires (2019)

79

YA ANTHOLOGY
THAT WAY MADNESS LIES: Fifteen of Shakespeare’s Most Notable Works
Reimagined edited by Dahlia Adler (Flatiron Books, March 2021)
Editor: Sarah Barley; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
West Side Story. 10 Things I Hate About You. Kiss Me, Kate. Contemporary audiences have
always craved reimaginings of Shakespeare’s most beloved works. Now, some of today’s
best writers for teens take on the Bard in these fifteen whip-smart and original retellings!
Contributors include Dahlia Adler (reimagining The Merchant of Venice), Kayla Ancrum
(The Taming of the Shrew), Lily Anderson (All’s Well That Ends Well), Melissa Bashardoust
(A Winter’s Tale), Patrice Caldwell (Hamlet), Amy Rose Capetta and Cori McCarthy (Much
Ado About Nothing), Brittany Cavallaro (Sonnet 147), Joy McCullogh (King Lear), Anna-Marie McLemore
(Midsummer Night’s Dream), Samantha Mabry (Macbeth), Tochi Onyebuchi (Coriolanus), Mark Oshiro
(Twelfth Night), Lindsay Smith (Julius Caesar), Kiersten White (Romeo and Juliet), and Emily Wibberley and
Austin Siegemund-Broka (The Tempest).
“A superb collection of young adult short stories inspired by Edgar Allan Poe’s work...The volume is
divided between the new stories and Poe’s originals, which makes for a delightful reading experience.
Adler’s anthology brims over with fierce delight and uncanny invention; the stories here vary in their
effect nearly as much as Poe’s do...And if you haven’t read Poe before, His Hideous Heart works equally
well as an introduction, a tribute and a loving critique. Welcome.”—The New York Times
Book Review
Previous title’s foreign sales: Russia/AST
Also available: His Hideous Heart: Thirteen of Edgar Allan Poe’s Most Unsettling Tales
Reimagined (2019)

MIDDLE GRADE
THE CLONE CATASTROPHE by David Lubar (Starscape, April 2021)
Editor: Susan Chang; Material: manuscript; Page count: 240; Ages: 9-11
Nicholas, Jeef, and Henrietta the gerbil are back in another laugh-out-loud intergalactic
adventure in this rollicking sequel to Emperor of the Universe. Before Nicholas V.
Landrew can enjoy more than a few weeks in his new role as emperor of the universe, his
world begins to fall apart. His mortal enemies, the Craborzi, have cloned him and are using
these copies to produce an intergalactic reality show called The Abominable Emperor—
killing a clone in every episode! Even worse, his parents want him to take out the garbage!
“This madcap journey, an homage to Douglas Adams…features all the random
probability, unlikely heroes, and intergalactic viral videos that readers could want.
Lubar’s quick-moving satire…still [centers] Nicholas’s experience as he realizes that the
universe is much larger than he ever imagined. Fans of Dav Pilkey, Jon Scieszka, and Tom
Angleberger will race to read this smart and silly space adventure.”—School Library
Journal on Emperor of the Universe
Also available: Emperor of the Universe (2019)
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NON-FICTION
CAN’T STOP WON’T STOP (Young Adult Edition): A History of the Hip Hop
Generation by Jeff Chang with Dave “Davey D” Cook (Wednesday Books, March
2021)
Editor: Monique Patterson; Material: manuscript; Page count: 320
The American Book Award winner from 2005, now rewritten for a young adult audience,
this is the story of hip-hop, still one of the most dominant and influential cultures that gives
a new voice to the younger generation and defines their worldview. Providing a provocative
look into the new world that the hip-hop generation has created, and based on original
interviews with DJs, b-boys, rappers, activists, and gang members, with unforgettable
portraits of many of hip-hop’s forebears, founders, mavericks, and present day icons, Can’t Stop Won’t Stop
chronicles the epic events, ideas and the music that marked the hip-hop generation’s rise.
“This is a book that should be on the shelves of every high school and college library, an engaging and
entertaining full-blown excursion into American inner-city culture’s rapid proliferation into every nook
and cranny of culture at large.”—Los Angeles Weekly on the original, adult edition
Original edition’s active foreign sales: France/Allia, Japan/Rittor Music, Korea/Eumhaksekye, Spain/Caja
Negra, UK/Random House

WHEN THEY CALL YOU A TERRORIST (Young Adult Edition): A Story of Black
Lives Matter and the Power to Change the World by Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha
bandele (Wednesday Books, September 2020)
Editor: Monique Patterson; Material: finished copies; Page count: 272
A movement that started with a hashtag—#BlackLivesMatter—on Twitter spread across the
nation and then across the world. From one of the co-founders of the Black Lives Matter
movement comes a poetic memoir and reflection on humanity. Necessary and timely,
Patrisse Cullors’ story asks us to remember that protest in the interest of the most vulnerable
comes from love. Leaders of the Black Lives Matter movement have been called terrorists,
a threat to America. But in truth, they are loving women whose life experiences have led them to seek justice
for those victimized by the powerful. Now, the New York Times bestseller is adapted for the YA audience with
new material and reader questions plus photos, journal notes, lyrics, doodles, and more!
“Questions for readers at the end of each chapter will prompt discussion and awakening and even inspire
action. A gripping, much-needed memoir about a Black woman, a movement, and people fighting for
freedom denied.”—Kirkus
Original edition’s active foreign sales: Germany/KiWi, Italy/Ottotipi, Japan/Seidosha, Spain/Capitán Swing,
UK/Canongate
WILD TONGUES CAN’T BE TAMED edited by Saraciea Fennell (Flatiron Books, September 2021)
Editor: Sarah Barley; Material: manuscript due November; Page count: 336
Curated and edited by Saraciea Fennell, founder of the Bronx Book Festival, this is a collection of essays
addressing different myths and stereotypes about the Latinx community. This anthology will question,
examine, and unravel how others perceive Latinx people and how Latinx people perceive themselves and will
ultimately redefine what it means to be Latinx today; it’s sure to inspire hope and to provide both a window
into the lives of others and a mirror for Latinx teens to see themselves reflected. Contributors include: Elizabeth
Acevedo, Cristina Arreola, Zakiya N. Jamal, Carmen Maria Machado, Janel Martinez, Meg Medina, Mark
Oshiro, Adam Silvera, and Ibi Zoboi.
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JOURNALS AND ACTIVITY BOOKS
SMART, STRONG, AND BRAVE: A Coloring Book for Girls by Kimma Parish
(Castle Point Books, November 2020)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 80; Ages: 6-12
Young girls struggle with self-esteem more than ever thanks to constant social media
bombardment and Instagram culture. This coloring book, with all-new, hand-drawn
illustrations, offers a reinforcing message along with fun art to color, appealing to
parents who want to encourage screen-free activities and to instill the values of
confidence and strength in their young girls.

THE SMART UNICORN ACTIVITY BOOK: Magical Fun, Games, and Puzzles!
by Glenda Horne (Castle Point Books, October 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 112; Ages: 4-8
Discover a dazzling realm of magical unicorns who love puzzles and activities as much
as you! In The Smart Unicorn Activity Book, you can color, play, think, create, puzzle,
and imagine great things alongside amazing unicorns. Color unicorn art, connect the dots
across a rainbow, solve word puzzles and counting games, and make beautiful crafts that
will bring your unicorn friendships to life. Never miss a moment to play, think, have fun,
and experience the magic of unicorns with this colorful activity book.
This series will continue with The Rainbow Unicorn Book and The Mermaid Fun Activity
Book in 2021!
Also available: The Magical Unicorn Activity Book (2020)

DRAW YOUR OWN COMIC BOOK: HEROES AND VILLAINS: Battle-Ready
Comic Pages, Story Starters to Boost Your Imagination, and Colorful Stickers to
Give Your Story Zing! by Clark Banner (Castle Point Books, October 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 104; Ages: 8-12
Battle heroes and villains in your very own comic book adventure! Become the author
and illustrator of an action-packed tale with kid-friendly planners, helpful tips, and
creative story starters to spark your imagination. Have fun filling the pages with
incredible scenes of danger, adventure, and—of course—epic showdowns between good
and evil. Don’t forget to add stickers with colorful sound effects to take your story to the
next level!
Draw Your Own Unicorn Storybook, with pages to bring magical adventures to life, is
coming in January 2021!
Also available: Draw Your Own Comic Book (2020)
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GROSS SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS: 60 Smelly, Scary, Silly Tests to Disgust
Your Friends and Family by Emma Vanstone (Page Street Publishing, October
2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 160; Ages: 6-12

From squirming insects to smelly human bodies, there’s so much to explore with these
excitingly icky experiments. Learn about everything from food, bugs, germs and poop
to all the weird and wonderful things you’re made of. Taste and tear through a variety
of edible models of skin, blood and scabs. Rip open fake stomachs, create blood baths
and test your own body to see just how gross human beings can get. Don’t stop there,
though! Get your friends and family involved, and give them bath bombs full of bugs or see how long it takes
them to detect different smells from across the room. There are so many ways to disgust and amuse those
around you, from smelly cow burps and slimy frogspawn to homemade poo launchers and experiments that
explode with fizzy juices. No matter which experiment you choose, you’ll have fun being gross.
“Kids love anything gooey, stinky, mushy and nasty and that’s why this is a phenomenal science book
for children! Not only does it contain weirdly wonderful science projects featuring children’s favorite
topics, it also teaches kids about how their body works.”—Ana Dziengel, founder of Babble Dabble Do
and author of STEAM Play & Learn
Previous title’s foreign sales: China/Hunan Science and Technology,
Russia/Philipok & Co.
Also available: This Is Rocket Science: An Activity Guide (2018),
Snackable Science Experiments (2019)

EXCITING SENSORY BINS FOR CURIOUS KIDS: 60 Easy Creative Play
Projects that Boost Brain Development, Calm Anxiety and Build Fine Motor
Skills by Mandisa Watts (Page Street Publishing, October 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 168; Ages: 1-4
Engage your child in hours of play with Mandisa Watts’s colorful collection of sensory
bin activities that aid with memory formation, language development, problemsolving skills and more. Perfect for toddlers from eighteen months to three years old
and beyond, each bin makes use of materials you already have at home and helps
reignite your kids’ interest in toys long forgotten. Boring afternoons are made exciting
with awesome animal-based bins like Salty Shark Bay or Yarn Farm. Pretend play bins like Birthday Cake
Sensory Play or Bubble Tea Party encourage creativity and imagination. And your kids will have so much fun
they won’t even know they’re getting smarter with STEAM activities like Sink or Float Soup, Magnetic Letter
Hunt or Ice Cream Scoop and Count. With setup instructions, details on how to guide your child through each
activity, suggestions for what to talk about with your child as they play and other useful tips, Mandisa gives
you all the information you need for creative sensory activities your kids are bound to love.
“These imaginative sensory bins will make you explore the world from your child’s eyes as they engage
in fun age-appropriate themes. This book breaks down each activity’s setup with helpful tips, so you can
focus on playing and learning with your kids.”—Agnes Hsu, creator of hello, Wonderful and author of
My Color Is Rainbow
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Select Backlist:
FEARLESS: The Confidence Journal for Girls by Jennifer Calvert (Castle Point Books,
August 2019)
With inspiring prompts and encouraging quotations, this journal brings out the fierce in every girl
and serves as a helpful reminder that a woman’s true value is in her heart and her head, not in her
mirror.
Foreign sales: Germany/Schneiderbuch, Turkey/Orman

MOM & ME: A Journal for Mothers and Daughters by Ruby Oaks (Castle Point Books,
April 2020)
With hundreds of creative prompts and a fun design, this journal gives mothers and daugters a
new, low-pressure way to connect and deepen their bond through back-and-forth journaling.

LEARN TO READ THE EASY WAY: 60 Exciting Phonics-Based Activities for Kids by
Heather McAvan (Page Street Publishing, June 2020)
Perfect for publishers interested in a bilingual edition, these sixty simple, phonic-based activities
help children ages four though seven learn English in a varied approach that combines tactile
and visual methods for a truly interactive experience.

100 EASY STEAM ACTIVITIES: Awesome Hands-On Projects for Aspiring Artists and
Engineers by Andrea Scalzo Yi (Page Street Publishing, December 2019)
With these activities, teaching children the basic tenants of science, technology, engineering,
art and math is easier—and more fun—than ever. Using just a few everyday objects, each
experiment or activity teaches kids about one or more of the STEAM principles.
Foreign sales: China/Hunan Science and Technology

101 KIDS ACTIVITIES THAT ARE THE OOEY, GOOEY-EST EVER: Nonstop Fun
with DIY Slimes, Doughs and Moldables by Jamie Harrington, Brittanie Pyper, and Holly
Homer (Page Street Publishing, December 2018)
Slimy, mashable, gooey crafts for kids come together in this ultimate guide to all things oozy
and fun for children.
Foreign sales: Japan/O’Reilly, Russia/Philipok & Co., Taiwan/Han Shian Culture Publishing

INCREDIBLE LEGO CREATIONS FROM SPACE WITH BRICKS YOU ALREADY
HAVE by Sarah Dees (Page Street Publishing, November 2019)
In the fourth in Sarah Dees’ popular LEGO series, she presents a new collection of projects that
focuses on creations in space, including ideas from the bestselling Star Wars sets and toys.
Previous titles’ foreign sales: China/Posts & Telecommunications Press, Germany/Schwager
& Steinlein, Netherlands/WPG Kindermedia, Russia/Eksmo
Also available: Awesome LEGO Creations with Bricks You Already Have (2016), Epic LEGO Adventures
with Bricks You Already Have (2017), Genius LEGO Inventions with Bricks You Already Have (2018)
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PICTURE BOOKS
IMAGINE A WOLF by Lucky Platt (Page Street Kids, January 2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 40
Why does everyone always picture the same wolf when they close their eyes? You
know, the one with the big scary teeth and the huffing and puffing. I’m not that wolf,
but no one ever closes their eyes and imagines a big good wolf. In this timely spin on a
classic fable, debut author-illustrator Lucky Platt encourages readers to take a closer
look at how labels can obscure the true character underneath.
Foreign sales: Korea/HB Books

VENETIAN LULLABY by Judith L. Roth; illustrated by Kendra Binney
(Page Street Kids, January 2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 32
The sounds of lapping water and dipping oars ease readers into the famous
canals of Venice, Italy. With mother as gondolier and father singing his
calming song to baby, a family floats serenely through this one-of-a-kind
historic city, past features as unusual as stone winged lions and golden masks
and as comfortably familiar as babbling neighbors and drying laundry. The
baby drifts deeper and deeper into Venice’s maze and—finally—sweet sleep.
Children cuddling on parents’ laps anywhere in the world will be blissfully transported to wondrous Venice
before nap- or bedtime by this dreamy lullaby and its peaceful pastel illustrations.
AMADOU’S ZOO by Rebecca Walsh (Page Street Kids, September 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
Amadou has waited...and waited...and WAITED for his class trip to the zoo. But when
they arrive, his teacher would rather talk about rules and facts. So, Amadou eagerly
explores the zoo in his own special way—by allowing his imagination to lead. As
more and more classmates follow him into his irresistible world of adventure, the
sepia-toned zoo fills with vibrant color. Only one question remains—will Amadou’s
teacher follow, too? At once an ode to childlike wonder and patient teachers,
Amadou’s Zoo encourages the child and adult reader alike to find connections with
the world around them. Based on her own observations at the Ménagerie in Paris, Rebecca Walsh has delicately
captured the feel of both an old-fashioned zoo and the modern, diverse class trip taking place within it.
“At this book’s opening, Walsh illustrates only Amadou in color, and everything and everyone else in
sepia and white. As Amadou’s animal fantasies take over, the color spreads, first to two other students
and eventually to all of the characters and all of the page...An exuberant and wondrous testimony to the
power of one little brown boy’s imagination.”—Kirkus (starred review)
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THE OWL WHO ASKS WHY by Michelle Garcia Andersen; illustrated
by Ayesha Rubio (Page Street Kids, February 2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 32
Little Owl and Little Wolf have so many questions for their parents. “Why can’t
we move our eyes?” “When will I no longer be a pup?” But owls don’t ask
“Why?” They ask “Whooo?” And wolves don’t ask “When?” They ask
“Hoooow?” Mom and Dad say it’s silly to even consider asking those sorts of
questions. Feeling teased and misunderstood, Little Owl and Little Wolf decide
to run away from home for good. After straying too far from the path, the pair
discovers that they’re lost in the forest and begin to wonder if they’ve made the right decision by leaving the
pack. Little Owl and Little Wolf realize that the only way to make it back to their families is to not be afraid
to ask the right questions, their own way. This heartwarming tale of friendship will remind young readers that
by staying true to yourself and embracing what makes you unique good things come to you.

PRINCESSES CAN FIX IT! by Tracy Marchini; illustrated by Julia Christians
(Page Street Kids, May 2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 32
The castle is crawling with wayward alligators, and the clueless king doesn’t know
how to fix it. Lila, Margaret, and Harriet have lots of ideas, but their father won’t
listen! According to him, the Princesses should be focusing on proper pursuits like
drawing, jewelry, and music. When the three girls start falling asleep during the day,
the King sends the Prince to investigate. What he discovers is that the three princesses
are gathering at night to use their knowledge of the six simple machines to invent an
ingenious alligator removal contraption in their secret workshop. This STEAM-focused take on the classic
fairy tale The Twelve Dancing Princesses includes fun illustrations bursting with hilarious detail (and
alligators), zany characters, and three inspiring princesses who know that they have what takes to save the day.

THE POISONED APPLE: A Fractured Fairy Tale by Anne Lambelet (Page
Street Kids, October 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
Sometimes bad decisions come back to bite you…The princess is too sweet, too
kind—but the witch knows just how to handle a princess like that. One bite from
a poisoned apple should do it! Once the apple is in the hands of the princess, the
plan is in motion. But when the kindhearted princess gives the apple away, the
witch watches as her plot spirals out of control. Can she get the apple back before
it’s too late? What goes around comes around in this darkly humorous fairy tale,
sure to keep readers on the edge of their seats and howling with laughter.
“The story’s laughs come from watching catastrophe befall the evildoer as the innocent victim observes
serenely from a safe place. Repetition moves the tale briskly along, and a highlighted refrain in scarylooking letters anticipates readaloud choruses.”
—Publishers Weekly
Also available: Maria the Matador (2019), Dogs and
Their People (2019), The Traveler’s Gift (with
Danielle Davison, 2019)
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THE LITTLE BLUE COTTAGE by Kelly Jordan; illustrated by Jessica
Courtney-Tickle (Page Street Kids, May 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
The little blue cottage waits each year for summer to arrive—and with it, the girl.
Through sunny days and stormy weather, the cottage and the girl keep each other
company and wile away the long days and nights together. Until one year, and
then another, the cottage is left waiting and empty season after season. In this
heartfelt story about change, Kelly Jordan’s lilting text and Jessica CourtneyTickle’s lush art captures the essence of cherishing a favorite place.

“Like a cottage quilt, rhythmic stanzas and vintage-style illustrations are stitched together with
memories and love….A story of a girl, a cottage, and a family tradition that begs to be visited again and
again.”—Kirkus (starred review)
Foreign sales: Taiwan/Magic Box for Kids

BESS THE BARN STANDS TALL by Elizabeth Gilbert Bedia; illustrated
by Katie Hickey (Page Street Kids, September 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
Beam by beam and board by board, Bess the barn is built by able hands to keep
the farm’s animals safe and sound. Through many seasons and celebrations,
that’s just what she does, until she starts to sag…and creak…and slump. Then
along comes a new farmer and a shiny new barn. When a mean storm arrives not
far behind, both barns are put to a dangerous test—can old Bess weather this
threat to the farm? Bess opens her doors wide, welcoming all to celebrate the
year-round ups and downs of farm life and to admire the enduring strength and importance of something made
to last.
“There’s a marvelous mix of peppy text and bone-deep comfort at work within the language of this
story… [and] visual treasures abound in the corners of the art… Seasons come and seasons go, but cozy
concepts like barns on farms will never ever die.”—Kirkus

WHERE BONE? by Kitty Moss (Page Street Kids, September 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
Balthazar’s Bone is his favorite toy in the world, so when he wakes up and
realizes it is missing he starts to freak out! He searches everywhere around the
house, from the garden (no Bone) to the kitchen (no Bone!), and even in the
bathroom (still no Bone!) While he tries to calm himself with deep meditative
breaths and creative yoga poses, he continues to get more and more worked up,
leaving bigger and bigger messes in his wake. Where, oh where is Bone? Parents
and kids will appreciate the idea of deep breaths and quiet moments as a great
way to calm yourself—even if Balthazar himself isn’t all that successful. Laugh out loud as this lovable, lively
dog breaks a bathroom and rides a tidal wave down the stairs, tracks mud all over furniture, and interrogates
other animals to eventually find his best friend, Bone, in the place he least expects.
“Sparky… [readers] will be very happy to go along for the ride.”—Publishers Weekly
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IT’S SHOWTIME!: A Pepper and Frannie Story by Catherine Lazar Odell (Page
Street Kids, July 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
Frannie loves to have an audience. Pepper prefers to perform when no one is around.
But they both love a good show. When they decide to stage a performance themselves,
Pepper is content to work behind the scenes as Frannie prepares an epic, extravagant
spectacle: it will have lights, and action, and drama! She’s just forgetting one thing…to
practice her song. When Frannie’s lack of preparation leaves her stuck in front of a
crowd, can anything save her act? Luckily Pepper knows just how to help. The show
must go on! Utterly charming, energetic illustrations and simple, funny text highlight the power of celebrating
each other’s strengths and working as a team in this return of the lovable pair.
“Exuberant, extroverted Frannie and shy, pragmatic Pepper are back! A charming,
colorful celebration of the unique contributions we each bring to our friendships.
Encore!”—Kirkus
Also available: Pepper and Frannie (2019)

IF YOU EVER MEET A SKELETON by Rebecca Evans; illustrated by Katrin
Dreiling (Page Street Kids, July 2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 32
Skeletons might seem frightening, but if you look closer, there’s nothing much to fear.
They can’t run fast, they’re terrible at hide-and-seek, and they’re scared of everything.
When a group of trick-or-treaters runs into an actual skeleton on an enchanted
Halloween night, they do whatever they can to get away. But what does the skeleton
really want? What if they’re just looking for a friend? With distinctive, quirky
illustrations and humorous rhyming text, this book invites you to find out whether this
bag of bones is a trick or a treat!

MY HAIR IS MAGIC! by M. L. Marroquin; illustrated by Tonya Engel (Page
Street Kids, October 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 32
This little girl knows her hair is great just as it is. When people ask, “Why is your hair
so BIG?” she answers, “Why isn’t yours?” Her hair is soft; it protects her; it’s both
gentle and fierce. While some might worry about how it’s different and try to contain
it, she gives it the freedom to be so extraordinary that it almost has a life of its own.
Told in bold verse and vivid, fantastical illustrations, these critical questions will ring
familiar, and the proud, confident answers show that what really matters is how readers
see themselves.
“If hair could talk, this little brown-skinned girl’s exuberant Afro would have a lot to say…Engel’s rich,
sometimes surreal illustrations abound with textures and colors—deep purples, royal blues, sunny
yellows—that embody the protagonist’s unique personality…An excellent addition to a growing genre.
This uplifting, body-positive story will empower kids with highly textured hair to take pride in every
inch of it.”—Kirkus (starred review)

88

PICTURE BOOKS

Select Backlist:
NUMENIA AND THE HURRICANE: Inspired by a True Migration Story by Fiona
Halliday (Page Street Kids, January 2020)
Inspired by a remarkable true story, this book brings a brave little shorebird to life through
poetic language and vividly expressive art.
“Readers of a variety of ages will appreciate this educational, beautifully designed
homage to the many creatures who are affected by climate change around the world.”—School Library
Journal (starred review)
GRAMA’S HUG by Amy Nielander (Page Street Kids, January 2020)
This picture book explores the importance of treasuring even the smallest moments with people
you love with heartwarming illustrations, expressive characters, and delightful touches of
whimsy.
“Nielander creates a lovely story focused on a girl in STEM and the family who supports
her... Heartwarming and encouraging for both children and adults.”—Kirkus

A WHALE OF A MISTAKE by Ioana Hobai (Page Street Kids, March 2020)
Through clever wordplay and atmospheric art, this fantastical story shows that with a little
time, perspective, and reflection, you can learn and move on from mistakes, no matter the
size.
“Significantly, Hobai’s depiction, rather than focusing on correcting or avoiding
mistakes, emphasizes managing anxiety and worry through acceptance and resilience...For readers who
value gentle, motivational picture books.”—Booklist

LLOYD FINDS HIS WHALESONG by Sylaar Amann (Page Street Kids, June 2020)
This inspiring and whimsical tale about celebrating your differences and finding your voice is
complemented by bright and endearing illustrations that sparkle with quiet magic.
“Many young readers are sure to find a connection to Lloyd, especially those who are
struggling to find their own voices. Back matter includes information about whales, how
they communicate, and noise pollution.”—Booklist

DUSK EXPLORERS by Lindsay Leslie; illustrated by Ellen Rooney (Page Street Kids,
June 2020)
This ode to the timeless magic of summer evenings spent outside will remind kids of the fun
and friends that wait just outside their doors.
“This awesome, visually rich story will captivate adults who once played outside until
the street lights came on as well as their kids, who will now want to.”—Kirkus (starred review)

SATURDAYS ARE FOR STELLA by Candy Wellins; illustrated by Charlie Eve Ryan
(Page Street Kids, August 2020)
When George loses his Grandma Stella, Saturdays just aren’t the same...until a new Stella helps
him celebrate her memory.
“This lovely story uses repetition and charming detail to celebrate life’s cycles and family
connections that never end…A beautiful story of remembering the departed by passing on traditions.”—
Kirkus (starred review)
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CHASE THE MOON, TINY TURTLE: A Hatchling’s Daring Race to the
Sea by Kelly Jordan; illustrated by Sally Walker (Page Street Kids, March
2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 32
Young readers will witness a rare and extraordinary natural event as a baby
loggerhead hatches from its shell. With nothing but the light of the moon to act
as a guide, readers will follow the newborn turtles’ harrowing attempts to
outpace a series of predators on their march toward the glistening shore. After
only narrowly avoiding hungry crabs, owls, and foxes, the turtle rides ocean
waves to a calm clearing. Following a moment of peace in the still ocean water, the turtle joins the rest of its
pack on a dive into the moonlit sea to continue the voyage home. Told with a beautiful, lyrical rhyming
sequence, this book introduces readers to the birth cycle of a loggerhead sea turtle. Through the newborn
turtle’s eyes, both kids and adults will marvel at the majestic, and sometimes dangerous, seaside landscape
from a perspective rarely seen before.

FLIBBERTIGIBBETY WORDS: Young Shakespeare Chases Inspiration by
Donna Guthrie; illustrated by Åsa Gilland (Page Street Kids, September 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 40
With quotes and sly references to the famous works of William Shakespeare and the
words he invented, this adventurous ode to language will delight readers young and
old. It all starts one morning when words fly into William’s window. He wants to
catch them, but they are flibbertigibbety and quick and slip right through his fingers.
Soon whole lines of verse are leading him on a wild goose chase as they tumble, dip,
flip and skip all through town, past a host of colorful characters the observant reader
may find as familiar as the quotes. William remains persistent, and with time and the proper tools he finds a
way to keep the words with him.
“A comic introduction to the plays and words of Shakespeare that’s lighthearted and sure to
please…This cheeky, kid-friendly tale is full of creativity and humor and will work for many age groups
on many levels—and it answers the age-old question of where authors find ideas (and words).”—Kirkus
(starred review)

BLUE RIDGE BABIES 1, 2, 3: A Counting Book by Laura Sperry
Gardner; illustrated by Stephanie Fizer Coleman (Page Street Kids,
March 2021)
Material: early .pdf; Page count: 32
Explore the Blue Ridge Mountains, a part of the Appalachian range that teems
with fascinating plant and wildlife, through the memorable frame of the
engaging folk song “Over in the Meadow.” Amongst budding dogwood trees,
crooked creeks, mountains fading to heaven, and other stunning settings,
animal mothers and their young all play a part in the great wide wilderness.
Count the babies on every page: one fawn hides while two bear cubs forage, three cardinal fledglings fly and
four owlets hoot, all the way up to ten salamander efts and one last expansive view of a unique American
region. This traditional tune made new and paired with gorgeous, lushly illustrated creatures and environments
will have kids counting, singing, and totally awed by the natural world.
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JONAS HANWAY’S SCURRILOUS, SCANDALOUS, SHOCKINGLY
SENSATIONAL UMBRELLA by Josh Crute; illustrated by Eileen Ryan Ewen
(Page Street Kids, May 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 40

Sometimes in London it drizzles. Sometimes it mizzles. Other times it pelts and
showers and spits. And Jonas Hanway hates getting wet. How can he go about his day
as a proper London gentleman when his shoes are soggy, his coat is always collecting
puddles, and his wig looks like a wet cat? Fed up with damp and dreary London, Jonas
sails far away to places where the sun always shines. But what he sees when he gets
there is....scandalous! Shocking! Sensational! Perhaps also...quite genius? Now all Jonas has to do is convince
the rest of London that they need an umbrella, too. All about the real gentleman who introduced umbrellas to
1750’s London society, this is the perfect story of persistence, problem-solving, and how good ideas hold (off)
water.
“This deceptively simple historical selection lightly touches on originality, innovation, xenophobia, and
cultural sharing and change while explaining how perception and reality can conflict...Both a bubbly
historical account of umbrellas and a lighthearted tale of embracing change.”—Kirkus
Foreign sales: Japan/Mitsumura Educational Co.
LOTTE’S MAGICAL PAPER PUPPETS: The Woman Behind the First
Animated Feature Film by Brooke Hartman; illustrated by Kathryn Carr (Page
Street Kids, October 2020)
Material: finished copies; Page count: 40
Lotte thinks the cinema is magic. But Lotte doesn’t just want to watch the magic: she
wants to make it. Before Walt Disney made history with Snow White, Lotte Reiniger
created what is considered one of the first feature-length animated films: The
Adventures of Prince Achmed. With the outset of World War II, Lotte had to leave her
home in Germany, fleeing from place to place for years. But she never stopped
creating. Through a love of fairy tales, a strong creative vision, and her uniquely expressive paper puppets,
Lotte brought new possibilities to the world of film. Written in gorgeous lyrical prose, and illustrated with
striking papercut illustrations that evoke Lotte’s classic silhouette creations, this captivating picture book will
introduce readers to the life and art of an unsung creative trailblazer.

I AM THE WIND by Michael Karg, illustrated by Sophie Diao (Page Street
Kids, November 2020)
Material:.pdf; Page count: 32
Join the wind as it swings, swirls, and soars on its remarkable journey around
the globe. I whoosh over tundra, yodel over Everest, skim westward on
whitecaps! With dynamic text and atmospheric illustrations, this book invites
you to celebrate the world all around us through the unique perspective of the
wind. Journey through the frozen forests and bayou bogs, wonder at the northern
lights, and meet unique animals like wolverines and olinguitos along the way. I
am the wind and I am everywhere!

