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Jennifer Ackerman

WHAT AN OWL KNOWS
US & Canada: Penguin Press (Summer 2023)
NONFICTION

FOLLOWING THE INTERNATIONALLY BESTSELLING THE GENIUS OF BIRDS and THE
BIRD WAY, a new investigation into the remarkable nature of owl behavior and biology, and the
surprising new insights only lately being discovered by scientists regarding owls’ astonishing stealth,
hunting skills, communication, and sensory prowess.
JENNIFER ACKERMAN is the New York Times bestselling author of THE GENIUS OF BIRDS
(longlisted for the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award), THE BIRD WAY (finalist for
the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award), BIRDS BY THE SHORE, SEX SLEEP EAT
DRINK DREAM, AH-CHOO, and CHANCE IN THE HOUSE OF FATE. She is the recipient of a
National Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship in Nonfiction, a Bunting Fellowship, and a
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.
International sales to date: Australia: Scribe.
Previous publishers: UK: Constable & Robinson; Brazil: Fosforo; Catalan: Cossetania; China: Yilin
Press; Czech Republic: Kazda; Estonia: Tanapaev; Finland: Atena; France: Marabout; Germany:
Ullstein; Israel: Asia Publishers; Italy: La Nave di Teseo; Japan: Kodansha; Korea: Kachi
Publishing Co.; Lithuania: Kitos Knygos; Netherlands: Prometheus; Norway: Gyldendal; Poland:
Jagiellonian University Press; Romania: Publica; Russia: Alpina; Slovakia: Kazda; Spain: Ariel;
Sweden: Volante; Taiwan: Good Publishing; Vietnam: Phuong Vam.
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Percival Everett

THE TREES
World English: Graywolf Press (September 2021)
FICTION

HAUNTING AND DARKLY SATIRICAL, an uncanny literary thriller by Percival Everett,
addressing the painful legacy of lynching in our society.
Following a series of brutal murders in the rural town of Money, Mississippi, a pair of detectives arrive from the
Mississippi Bureau of Investigation and are met with expected resistance from the local sheriff, his deputy, the
coroner, and a string of racist White townsfolk. The murders present a disturbing puzzle, for at each crime scene
there is a second dead body: that of a man who resembles Emmett Till.
The detectives suspect that these are killings of retribution, but soon discover that eerily similar murders
are taking place all over the country. Something truly strange is afoot. As the bodies pile up, the detectives seek
answers from a local root doctor who has been documenting every lynching in the country for years, uncovering
a history that refuses to be buried.
In this bold, provocative book, Everett takes direct aim at racism and police violence, and does so in
fast-paced style that ensures the reader can’t look away. THE TREES is an enormously powerful novel of
lasting importance from an author with his finger on the nation’s pulse.
PERCIVAL EVERETT is the author of over two dozen books, including TELEPHONE (longlisted for the
Joyce Carol Oates Prize), SO MUCH BLUE (finalist for the California Book Award for Fiction), PERCIVAL
EVERETT BY VIRGIL RUSSELL, ERASURE, HALF AN INCH OF WATER, and I AM NOT SIDNEY POITIER.
He has received the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award and the PEN Center USA Award for Fiction.
Previous Publishers: UK: Influx Press; France: Actes Sud; Germany: Hanser; Italy: La Nave di Teseo;
Spain: De Conatus.

4

Melanie Jackson Agency, LLC / Spring 2021

Mary-Beth Hughes

THE OCEAN HOUSE
US & Canada: Grove Press (January 2021)
FICTION

A BEAUTIFUL NEW WORK OF FICTION told through interconnected stories, exploring the fractured lives
of families from a beach town and the consequences of loss passing through the generations.
Faith, a mother of two young children, is in need of summer childcare. As a member of a staid old beach club
and a self-made business consultant, she is appalled when her brother-in-law sends her an unruly, ill-mannered
teenager named Lee-Ann to help, appearing more like a wayward child than competent help. What begins as a
promising start to a redemptive relationship ends in a tragedy that lands Faith in a treatment facility, leveled by
trauma. Years later, Faith visits her daughter Cece in college, discovering her with a newly shaved head and
unruly force, while Faith’s mother is in the early stages of dementia, slipping in and out of clarity, telling lucid
tales of her own troubled youth.
“Hughes’s collection of linked stories, following various characters through a tragic vacation on the Jersey
Shore and in the years thereafter, accrues a rich, novelistic sweep and leaves readers with a vertiginous sense of
contingency.” – New York Times Book Review
“Grief-stricken yet beautiful portraits of fractured lives.” – Kirkus (starred)
“Hughes is a careful reader of her characters, and she captures their small, easy-to-miss moments of humanity
through life’s vicissitudes. These stories pack a punch.” — Publishers Weekly
MARY-BETH HUGHES is the author of THE LOVED ONES, WAVEMAKER II, a New York Times Notable
Book, and DOUBLE HAPPINESS, which earned a Pushcart Prize. Her stories have been published in The Paris
Review, Ploughshares, Georgia Review, and A Public Space.
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Nicole Krauss

TO BE A MAN
US: HarperCollins (November 2020)
FICTION

FOLLOWING THE INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM of her novels FOREST DARK, GREAT HOUSE, THE
HISTORY OF LOVE and MAN WALKS INTO A ROOM, Nicole Krauss’s first collection of short stories.
Moving from Switzerland, Japan, and New York to Tel Aviv, Los Angeles, and South America, these stories
feature aging parents and new-born babies; young women’s coming of age and the newfound, somewhat
bewildering sexual power that accompanies it; men as fathers and lovers and friends and spouses, including one
lost husband who may never have been a husband at all; generational gaps and unexpected deliveries of strange
new leases on life; the mystery and wonder at a life lived or future waiting to unfold.
A National Bestseller
Named a Best Book of the Year by TIME, Electric Literature, & Oprah Magazine
A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice

“Triumphant… a spectacular book.” —boxed starred Publishers Weekly
“Each story is masterfully crafted and deeply contemplative… proving once again that Krauss is one of our
most formidable talents in fiction.” – Esquire
NICOLE KRAUSS is the internationally bestselling author of four novels: Man Walks into a Room, a finalist
for the Los Angeles Times Book Award; The History of Love, a New York Times bestseller and winner of the
Saroyan Prize for International Literature and France’s Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger; Great House, a New
York Times bestseller and finalist for the National Book Award and Orange Prize; and most recently the
international bestseller Forest Dark, a New York Times Book Review Notable Book. Her fiction has been
published in the New Yorker, Harper's, Esquire and Best American Short Stories, and her books have been
translated into more than thirty-five languages.
International Sales to Date: Canada: HarperCollins Canada; UK: Bloomsbury; Bulgaria: KRYG; China:
Dook; Denmark: Gyldendal; France: Editions de l’Olivier; Germany: Rowohlt; Greece: Metaihmio; Israel:
Kinneret Zmora; Italy: Guanda; Korea: Munhakdongne; Netherlands: Ambo/Anthos; Romania: Humanitas;
Russia: Knizhniki; Slovakia: Artforum; Spain: Salamandra; Sweden: Brombergs; Taiwan: Chi Min.
Previous Publishers: Brazil: Companhia das Letras; Japan: Hakusuisha.
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Tom McCarthy

THE MAKING OF INCARNATION
US: Knopf (November 2021)
FICTION

FROM THE TWO-TIME BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST,
a new novel centered on our fascination with motion, and how our efforts to imagine ourselves as agents, actors,
characters or individuals are fictions that both sustain and derail us.
Deep within the archives of time-and-motion pioneer Lillian Gilbreth lies a secret. Famous for producing solid
light-tracks that captured the path of workers ’movements, Gilbreth helped birth the era of mass observation and
big data. Did she also, as her broken correspondence with a young Soviet physicist suggests, discover in her
final days a ‘perfect ’movement, one that would ‘change everything’?
An international hunt begins for the one box missing from her records, and we follow contemporary motioncapture consultant Mark Phocan, as well as his collaborators and shadowy antagonists, across geo-political fault
lines and experimental zones: medical labs, CGI studios, military research centers . . . Places where the frontiers
of potential – to cure, kill, understand or entertain – are constantly tested and refined. And all the while, work is
underway on the blockbuster film Incarnation, an epic space tragedy. Commercial box-office fodder? Or a
sublimely mythical exploration of the animation, contemplation and possession.
Audacious and mesmeric, THE MAKING OF INCARNATION weaves a set of stories one inside the other, rings
within rings, a perpetual-motion machine. Tom McCarthy peers through the screen, or veil, of technological
modernity to reveal the underlying historical and symbolic structures of human experience.
TOM MCCARTHY is the author of the novels SATIN ISLAND (Booker Prize finalist), C (Booker Prize
finalist), REMAINDER, and MEN IN SPACE, as well as the essay collection TYPEWRITERS BOMBS
JELLYFISH. He was awarded the inaugural Windham-Campbell Prize for Fiction by Yale University in 2013.

International Sales to Date: Canada: Knopf Canada; UK: Cape.
Previous Publishers: Bulgaria: Altera; China: Shanghai Translation; Croatia: OceanMore; Czech
Republic: Euromedia; Denmark: Forlaget Klim; France: Editions de l’Olivier; Germany:
Diaphanes; Greece: Embryo Publications; Israel: Achuzat Bayit; Italy: Bompiani; Netherlands: De
Bezige Bij; Portugal: Presenca; Spain: Palido Fuego; Taiwan: Ten Point Publishing; Turkey: Notos
Kitap.
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David Michaelis

ELEANOR
US & Canada: Simon & Schuster (October 2020)
NONFICTION

A BREAKTHROUGH PORTRAIT OF ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, America’s longest-serving First Lady, an
avatar of democracy whose ever-expanding agency as diplomat, activist, and humanitarian made her one of the
world’s most widely admired and influential people.
In the first single-volume full-life portrait in six decades, acclaimed biographer David Michaelis delivers a
stunning account of Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarkable life of transformation, beginning with her Gilded Age
childhood of denial and secrecy and into an irreconcilable marriage with her ambitious fifth cousin Franklin,
and ending with her role as the architect of international human rights and world citizen of the Atomic Age,
urging Americans to cope with the anxiety of global annihilation by cultivating a “world mind.” She insisted
that we cannot live for ourselves alone but must learn to live together or we will die together, a message more
prescient than ever.
A New York Times Bestseller
Finalist for L.A. Times Book Prize for Biography
“The perfect biography for our times: the story of a determined woman who willed herself to become a voice
for the voiceless… This comprehensive biography of Eleanor Roosevelt, filled with new information, portrays
her in all of her glorious complexity. It’s a wonderful read with valuable lessons about leadership, partnership,
and love.” –Walter Isaacson, author of Leonardo da Vinci
“A fresh, luminous, gripping and beautifully written account of a great American life, whose meaning and
lessons are now more important and relevant than ever. Especially in these times, it is a gift for us to be able to
rediscover Eleanor Roosevelt.” –Michael Beschloss, author of Presidents of War
"In the most expansive one-volume portrait to date, Michaelis offers a fresh perspective . . . [and] paints a
compelling portrait of Eleanor’s life as an evolving journey of transformation . . . a well-documented and
enlightened portrait of Eleanor Roosevelt for our times."—Kirkus (starred review)
“Compulsively readable and exhaustively researched. . . Michaelis’s clear-eyed but sympathetic portrayal,
enhanced by a crisp writing style, brings Roosevelt’s personality and achievements into sharp focus. This jampacked biography is a must-read for 20th-century history buffs.” —boxed starred Publishers Weekly
DAVID MICHAELIS is the bestselling author of such biographies as SCHULZ AND PEANUTS and N.C.
WYETH, which won the Ambassador Book Award for Biography and Autobiography.
(*UK rights handled via Simon & Schuster*)
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Cynthia Ozick

ANTIQUITIES
US & Canada: Knopf (April 2021)
FICTION

FROM ONE OF OUR MOST PREEMINENT WRITERS,
a tale that captures the shifting meanings of the past, and how our experience colors those meanings.
Lloyd Wilkinson Petrie, one of the seven surviving trustees of the now defunct (for thirty-four years) Temple
Academy for Boys, is preparing a memoir of his days at the school, intertwined with a description of present
events. As he navigates, with faltering recall, between the subtle anti-Semitism that pervaded the school's ethos
and his fascination with his own family history--in particular, his illustrious cousin, the renowned archaeologist
Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie, the source of his interest in antiquity--he reconstructs the story of his
encounter from his school days with an older student named Ben-Zion Elefantin, who seems to belong to a lost
ancient Jewish sect.
From this seed emerges one of Cynthia Ozick's most wondrous tales, one that displays her delight in Jamesian
irony and the mythical flavor of a Kafka parable, woven into her own distinct voice.
“Beguiling … A fascinating portrait of isolation, memory, and loss.” —Publishers Weekly
“A literary national treasure returns with a textured, gripping tale.” —O the Oprah Magazine
CYNTHIA OZICK is the author of such acclaimed works as THE PUTTERMESSER PAPERS, THE SHAWL,
FOREIGN BODIES, and THE MESSIAH OF STOCKHOLM. Ozick has received the National Book Critics
Circle Award, and has been a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, and the Man Booker
International Prize.
International Sales to Date: UK: Weidenfeld & Nicolson; France: Editions de l’Olivier; Italy: La Nave di
Teseo.
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Richard Powers

BEWILDERMENT
US: W.W. Norton (September 2021)
FICTION

I never believed the diagnoses the doctors settled on my son.
When a condition gets three different names over as many decades, when it goes from non-existent to the
country’s most commonly diagnosed childhood disorder in one generation, when two different physicians want
to prescribe three different medications, there’s something wrong…
From the Pulitzer Prize winning and New York Times bestselling author of THE OVERSTORY – which has now
sold over one million copies in the United States alone and for which dramatic rights have been optioned by
David Benioff for a forthcoming Netflix limited series – a new novel about a promising young astrobiologist
who has found a way to search for life on other planets dozens of lightyears away. He is also the widowed
father of a most unusual nine-year-old. His son is funny, loving, and filled with plans. He thinks and feels
deeply, adores animals, and can spend hours painting elaborate pictures. He is also on the verge of being
expelled from third grade, for smashing his friend’s face with a metal thermos.
What can a father do, when the only solution offered to his rare and troubled boy is to put him on psychoactive
drugs? What can he say when his boy comes to him wanting an explanation for a world that is clearly in love
with its own destruction? The only thing for it is to take the boy to other planets, while all the while fostering
his son’s desperate campaign to help save this one.
Film/TV rights optioned by Plan B / Black Bear
Richard Powers is the author of THE OVERSTORY, ORFEO, THE ECHO MAKER, THE TIME OF OUR
SINGING, PLOWING THE DARK, and several other novels. He is the recipient of a MacArthur grant, the
Pulitzer Prize, and the National Book Award, as well as a Booker Prize finalist and a four-time NBCC finalist.
International Sales to Date: Canada: PRH Canada; UK: Heinemann; France: Actes Sud; Germany: Fischer;
Italy: La Nave di Teseo; Netherlands: Atlas Contact; Spain: AdN/Alianza; Taiwan: China Times.
Previous Publishers: Arabic: Mamdouh Adwan; Bulgaria: Colibri; China: Beijing Empyrean; Croatia:
Fraktura; Czech Republic: Leda; Estonia: Varrak; Finland: Gummerus; Georgia: Karchkhadze; Greece:
Diaplasi Editions; Hungary: Park Konyvkiado; Japan: Shinchosha; Korea: Eunhangnamu; Lithuania: Alma
Littera; Poland: WAB/Foksal; Russia: AST; Serbia: Dereta; Slovakia: Premedia; Slovenia: Beletrina;
Turkey: Ithaki Yayinlari; Vietnam: I Love Books/AZ Group.
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Cynthia Saltzman

PLUNDER
NAPOLEON’S THEFT OF VERONESE’S FEAST
US & Canada: Farrar, Straus and Giroux (May 2021)
NONFICTION

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE WAS A PLUNDERER OF ART, one of history’s most accomplished.
Here, celebrated art historian Cynthia Saltzman explores Bonaparte’s conquests as he forced his defeated enemies to
pay an aesthetic price by giving up statues and paintings. He paraded the spoils and trumpeted his thefts. When
seizing art, Bonaparte wanted nothing less than masterpieces—the most brilliant and beautiful objects ever made,
including the works of the greatest High Renaissance artists – Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Veronese.
In a modern and republican twist, he took the art for the French nation and displayed it in a public museum—the
Louvre. He filled the former palace of the French kings with his acquisitions and Europe flocked to Paris and hailed
the Louvre as the greatest museum in the world—the Musée Napoleon. Did he take it for himself? Or for France? Or
for the world at large?
“A story as spellbinding—and as peopled with vibrant characters—as Veronese’s canvas itself. Plunder shows how
even the greatest masterpieces can fall victim to power politics, personal ambition and the grim vicissitudes of
history.” —Ross King, author of BRUNELLESCHI’S DOME and LEONARDO AND THE LAST SUPPER
“Cynthia Saltzman offers up a rich, thrilling master-class on the art of power and the power of art, contemplating
triumphs of both sorts, as well as the fate of glory when pinned to a wall.” —Stacy Schiff, author of THE
WITCHES: SALEM, 1692 and VERA (MRS. VLADIMIR NABOKOV)
"Veronese’s Wedding Feast at Cana—the greatest party ever put to paint—is the ripe plum at the center of this artful,
deeply-researched, and sumptuous account of Napoleon’s plunder of European art. Cynthia Saltzman, much like
Veronese himself, uses her story to bring to vivid life a large and colorful cast of characters, ranging from ambitious
artists to plotting diplomats... This book is a feast all its own." – Mark Stevens, coauthor of DE KOONING: AN
AMERICAN MASTER and FRANCIS BACON: REVELATIONS

CYNTHIA SALTZMAN is the author of OLD MASTERS, NEW WORLD: AMERICA’S RAID ON EUROPE’S
GREAT PICTURES and PORTRAIT OF DR. GACHET: THE STORY OF A VAN GOGH MASTERPIECE. The
recipient of a Guggenheim fellowship, she selected the letters and wrote an introduction for Vincent van Gogh
Lettere, published by Einaudi in its I Millenni series.
International Sales to Date: UK: Thames & Hudson.
Previous publishers: China: Century; Germany: Insel Verlag; Italy: Einaudi; Japan: Bungeishunju; Korea:
Yedam Publishing; Taiwan: The Journalist.
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Mira Sethi

ARE YOU ENJOYING?
US & Canada: Knopf (April 2021)
FICTION

A DEBUT STORY COLLECTION, focusing on social mores and taboo subjects in modern day Pakistan.
From the high-stakes worlds of television and politics to the intimate corridors of home--including the
bedroom--these wryly observed, deeply revealing stories look at life in Pakistan with humor, compassion,
psychological acuity, and emotional immediacy. Childhood best friends agree to marry in order to keep their
sexuality a secret. A young woman with an anxiety disorder discovers the numbing pleasures of an illicit love
affair. A radicalized student's preparations for his sister's wedding involve beating up the groom. An actress is
forced to grow up fast on the set of her first major tv show, where the real intrigue takes place off-screen. Every
story bears witness to the all-too-universal desire to be loved, and what happens when this longing gets pushed
to its limits.
“A portrait of a diverse and varied country, told through the emotions and exploits of her characters… a
powerful book with a light touch, marking the arrival of an assured storyteller.” – Vogue
“Striking… witty and moving… Sethi’s writing brings a fresh view to Pakistani life.” – Publishers Weekly
“Fresh, intelligent, and bold: Mira Sethi’s stories open up fascinating slices of contemporary life in
Pakistan.” —Mohsin Hamid, author of EXIT WEST and THE RELUCTANT FUNDAMENTALIST
MIRA SETHI is an actor and a writer, whose writing has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street
Journal, and The Guardian. She has worked as a books editor at The Wall Street Journal, and regularly appears
in mainstream Pakistani television. Sethi lives in Lahore, Karachi, and San Francisco.
International Sales to Date: UK: Bloomsbury.
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Wole Soyinka

CHRONICLES FROM THE LAND
OF THE HAPPIEST PEOPLE ON EARTH
US & Canada: Pantheon (September 2021)
FICTION

A MAJOR LITERARY EVENT AND TESTAMENT TO SOYINKA'S GENIUS,
CHRONICLES from The Land of The Happiest People On Earth, Soyinka's first novel in 48 years, is a
master at the top of his game. Wry, shrewd, hilarious in parts, frightening in others, profoundly
political; this is a tale of intrigue that is uniquely Soyinka. With wit and spellbinding language
CHRONICLES recounts a good old fashioned who-done-it of deadly serious ancestral and political
machinations. All told in a voice that is as original as it is undeniable.
Cervantes, Marquez, Voltaire. Mark Twain. Kafka. Waugh. A masterful lightness of touch.
Incomparable vision, superb craft, enormous generosity of spirit. In short, world class literature.
A classic.
WOLE SOYINKA, one of the world’s foremost writers, was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in
1986. A novelist, playwright, poet, essayist, memoirist, and translator, his works include DEATH AND
THE KING’S HORSEMAN, THE INTERPRETERS, AKÉ, and SEASON OF ANOMY.
International Sales to Date: UK: Bloomsbury; Brazil: Companhia das Letras; France: Editions du Seuil;
Germany: Blessing; Greece: Fantastikos Kosmos; Italy: La Nave di Teseo; Japan: Hayakawa;
Portugal: Porto; Spain: Alfaguara.
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Dana Spiotta

WAYWARD
US & Canada: Knopf (July 2021)
FICTION

FROM THE ACCLAIMED AUTHOR OF INNOCENTS AND OTHERS AND STONE ARABIA,
a moving and humorous new novel for readers of Joan Didion, Jennifer Egan, Don DeLillo and Meg Wolitzer,
about mothers and daughters, and one woman's midlife reckoning.
On the heels of the election of 2016, Samantha Raymond's life begins to come apart: her mother is ill, her
teenage daughter is increasingly remote, and at 52, she finds herself staring into "the Mids" – an hour of
supreme wakefulness between three and four in the morning in which she finds herself contemplating
motherhood, mortality, and, in this case, the state of the nation.
When she falls in love with a beautiful, decrepit house in a hardscrabble neighborhood in Syracuse, she buys it
on a whim and flees her suburban life – and her family – as she grapples with how to be a wife, a mother, and a
daughter, in a country that is coming apart at the seams.
“An urgent, deeply moving, wholly original novel by one of the most wildly talented writers in America. This is
Spiotta’s best book yet… There’s not a smarter, more engaging, more celebratory writer working today than
Dana Spiotta, and here she shows us to ourselves with stunning, sometimes lacerating, honesty, but also with a
feeling of genuine hope for us, i.e., with kindness.” —George Saunders
“A dazzling lightning bolt of a novel which illuminates the sometimes exhilarating, sometimes heartbreaking
moments of connection and disconnection in our lives.” —Jenny Offill
“A fiercely funny and deliciously subversive novel.” – Yiyun Li
“A hymn to iconoclasm, a piercing novel about what we lose and gain by when we step out of life’s deepest
worn grooves.” – Vogue
DANA SPIOTTA is the author of INNOCENTS AND OTHERS, winner of the St. Francis College Literary
Prize and finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize; STONE ARABIA, a finalist for the National Book
Critics Circle Award; EAT THE DOCUMENT, a finalist for the National Book Award; and LIGHTNING
FIELD. A Guggenheim Fellow and a New York Foundation for the Arts Fellow, she was also awarded the 2008
Rome Prize in Literature and the 2017 John Updike Prize from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
International Sales to Date: Italy: La Nave di Teseo.
Previous publishers: UK: Picador UK; China: CITIC; France: Actes Sud; Korea: Eunhangnamu;
Netherlands: Holland Dieps; Poland: Wydawnictwo Kobiece; Spain: Turner Libros.
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Jennifer Ackerman

THE BIRD WAY
A NEW LOOK AT HOW BIRDS TALK, WORK, PLAY, PARENT, AND THINK
US & Canada: Penguin Press
NONFICTION

FOLLOWING THE INTERNATIONALLY BESTSELLING THE GENIUS OF BIRDS, a new exploration of the
bird way of being and how it came about, revealing the remarkable diversity in bird behavior.
From the tropical rainforests of eastern Australia and the remote woodlands of northern Japan, to the rolling hills of
lower Austria and the islands of Alaska’s Kachemak Bay, Ackerman explores different species that keenly illustrate
the avian way of sensing, hunting, communicating, and socializing, while simultaneously exploring how there is no
one single bird way of being but instead a staggering array of different looks and lifestyles. The book explores
activities that reverse conventional notions about what is “normal” in birds and what we thought capable, including
their various abilities, both encouraging and alarming, telling a story of contradictions: birds creating gorgeous works
of art and birds that wantonly destroy the creations of others; birds that give gifts and those that steal; birds that will
kill their own newborns and others that selflessly tend to the young of another bird as if they were their own.
As E.O. Wilson once said, “When you have seen one bird, you have not seen them all.”
A National Bestseller
A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice
PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award Finalist
“[Ackerman’s] exhilarating book will leave you as awestruck by the complexities and contradictions of bird life as
she is.” – San Francisco Chronicle
“A celebration of the dizzying variety of bird life and behavior, one that will enthrall birders and non-birders alike…
a book full of wonders large and small.” – The Guardian
“A brightly original book sure to please any nature lover.” –Kirkus (starred review)
JENNIFER ACKERMAN is the New York Times bestselling author of THE GENIUS OF BIRDS (longlisted for
the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award), BIRDS BY THE SHORE, SEX SLEEP EAT DRINK DREAM;
AH-CHOO; and CHANCE IN THE HOUSE OF FATE. She is the recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts
Literature Fellowship in Nonfiction, a Bunting Fellowship, and a grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.
International sales to date: UK: Constable & Robinson; Australia: Scribe; Catalan: Cossetania; China: Yilin Press;
Czech Republic: Kazda; Finland: Atena; France: Marabout; Germany: Ullstein; Israel: Asia Publishers; Italy: La
Nave di Teseo; Korea: Kachi; Netherlands: Prometheus; Spain: Ariel; Taiwan: Good Publishing.
Previous publishers: Brazil: Fosforo; Estonia: Tanapaev; Japan: Kodansha; Lithuania: Kitos Knygos; Norway:
Gyldendal; Poland: Jagiellonian University Press; Romania: Publica; Russia: Alpina; Slovakia: Kazda; Sweden:
Volante; Vietnam: Phuong Vam.
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Nicholson Baker

BASELESS
MY SEARCH FOR SECRETS IN THE RUINS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
US & Canada: Penguin Press
NONFICTION

A HYBRID OF HISTORY, JOURNALISM, AND MEMOIR, this new work examines the quagmire that is the
Freedom of Information Act – or FOIA – and the horrifying government corruptions and secrets it often conceals.
Ten years into research on the possibility that the United States had used biological weapons in the Korean War,
Nicholson Baker grew increasingly frustrated and disillusioned with the process of FOIA requests. He was often
forced to wait years to get anything, and then the requests were answered by inscrutable or illegible documents, full
of copious redactions. Rather than wait forever – and with his head full of secrets about atrocities committed by his
own country – Baker sets out to keep a journal of his obstructed research, beginning with documenting his
correspondence with the government administrators who are charged with “responding to” his requests, and the result
is a singular narrative into the history of some of the darkest and most shameful secrets of the CIA and US
government, all willfully concealed to some degree despite the existence of the FOIA.
In his lucid and unassuming style, Baker unearths stories of CIA programs involving weaponized insects and
deliberately spread disease; dangerous military experiments carried out on unsuspecting Americans; and devastating
chemical munitions designed to inflict harm on innocent civilians in far-flung countries. At the same time, he shares
anecdotes from his daily life in Maine, resulting in an astonishing and utterly disarming story of waiting,
bureaucracy, the horrors of war, and, above all, the deadly secrets the US government keeps from its citizens.
"This book is peppered with tales of bizarre weapons - infected feathers, for God’s sake! plague-saturated voles!
- you come away doubting everything the US government ever says. And yet, through it all, Baker tells us with a
meticulous diarist’s calm about his dogs and the Maine countryside and the birdsong, and you feel, in the end,
everything will be alright." -- Simon Winchester, author of THE PROFESSOR AND THE MADMAN
"A luminous meditation on the power of secrets and mysteries. Baker shows us the ways in which a government
shielded by a bodyguard of lies threatens the foundations of democracy." – Tim Weiner, Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of LEGACY OF ASHES and THE FOLLY AND THE GLORY
“One of America’s most brilliantly creative writers navigates the mirrored labyrinth of government secrecy with a
combination of astonishment and rage.” —Stephen Kinzer, author of POISONER IN CHIEF
NICHOLSON BAKER is the bestselling author of ten novels and six works of nonfiction, including SUBSTITUTE,
HUMAN SMOKE and DOUBLE FOLD (winner of the NBCC Award). He has been awarded the Hermann Hesse
Prize, and the Katherine Anne Porter Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
Previous Publishers: UK: Serpent’s Tale; Brazil: Companhia Das Letras; Czech Republic: Argo; France: Christian
Bourgois; Germany: Rowohlt; Israel: Kinneret; Italy: Bompiani; Japan: Kindai Bungeisha; Macedonia: Ars
Lamina; Norway: Spartacus; Spain: Duomo; Taiwan: Ye-Ren; Turkey: Aylak Adam Yayinlari.
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Annik LaFarge

CHASING CHOPIN
A MUSICAL JOURNEY ACROSS 3 CENTURIES, 4 COUNTRIES, AND A HALF DOZEN REVOLUTIONS

US & Canada: Simon & Schuster
NONFICTION

REVEALING A DISTINCTLY MODERN STORY in the life and work of the innovative 19th century composer,
this new exploration of Frédéric Chopin does away with the previously told image of the sickly Romantic loner
beloved by aristocratic ladies so often portrayed in popular culture and instead presents an independent, self-taught,
stalwartly patriotic man living in a world beset by social and political revolution.
Using Chopin’s Opus 35 – or his iconic funeral march – as a narrative framework, LaFarge combines biography,
travel reporting, art history, and music theory to explore the world in which the composer lived and how it still
reverberates today, while also examining how Chopin’s live intersected with such artists as unorthodox novelist
George Sand, who was his lover; innovative painter Eugène Delacroix; and Marquis Astolphe de Custine, an open
homosexual who lived in defiance of the rules of his time; and other cultural figures whose stories and work help
capture the inherent conflicts and liberations of the Romantic era. In addition to exploring Chopin’s own life, the
book is also a love story, exploring why, and how, his music speaks to us in such a unique and powerful way, written
by a devoted amateur pianist who fell in love with the composer’s music early on and became fixated on the question
of why it has such power ever since.
A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice
Longlisted for the 2020 PEN/Jacqueline Bograd Weld Award for Biography
“A seamless blend of the musical and literary verve.” – Kirkus (starred review)
“A luminous book, rich with reporting and reflection and marvelously animated by LaFarge's passion for the subject.
Whether you love Chopin doesn't matter: This is an irresistible journey into history and the nature of genius." –
Susan Orlean

ANNIK LAFARGE is the author of ON THE HIGH LINE: Exploring America’s Most Original Urban Park,
having spent over two decades in the publishing community, most recently as the Associate Publisher of Simon
& Schuster. She is also in the process of creating a website focused on Chopin, which will include links to
every piece of music mentioned in this book, photographs, resources, and clips ranging from pop culture
phenomena like the video game “Frederic: The Resurrection” to a demonstration on the world’s oldest
surviving piano.

(*All international rights handled by Simon & Schuster*)
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Richard Powers

THE OVERSTORY
US: W.W. Norton
FICTION

A TALE OF NINE STRANGERS, brought together in a last stand to save the few remaining acres of virgin
forest. THE OVERSTORY unfolds in concentric rings of interlocking fable, ranging from antebellum New York
to the late-20th-century Timber Wars of the Pacific Northwest and beyond, revealing a world alongside our own
– vast, inventive, and almost invisible to us – following a handful of people who learn how to see that world and
are drawn into its unfolding catastrophe.
Winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
Finalist for the 2018 Man Booker Prize
Finalist for the 2019 PEN/Jean Stein Book Award
Finalist for the 2019 PEN/Faulkner Award
Recipient of the William Dean Howells Medal by the American Academy of Arts & Letters
Winner of the Grand Prix de Littérature Américaine 2018
Finalist for the 2019 Dayton Literary Peace Prize
Longlisted for the 2019 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction
A New York Times Bestseller for over a year
*Dramatic rights optioned by David Benioff/Gertie, Inc.*
“It feels like a landbound companion to Moby-Dick… an extraordinary novel.” – The Telegraph
Richard Powers is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of twelve novels, including ORFEO, THE ECHO
MAKER, THE TIME OF OUR SINGING, and PLOWING THE DARK. He is the recipient of a MacArthur grant
and the National Book Award, and a four-time NBCC finalist.
International Sales to Date: Canada: PRH Canada; UK: Heinemann; Arabic: Mamdouh Adwan; Bulgaria:
Colibri; China: Beijing Empyrean; Croatia: Fraktura; Czech Republic: Leda; Estonia: Varrak; Finland:
Gummerus; France: Le Cherche Midi; Georgia: Karchkhadze; Germany: Fischer; Greece: Diaplasi Editions;
Hungary: Park Konyvkiado; Italy: La Nave di Teseo; Japan: Shinchosha; Korea: Eunhangnamu; Lithuania:
Alma Littera; Netherlands: Atlas Contact; Poland: WAB/Foksal; Russia: AST; Serbia: Dereta; Slovakia:
Premedia; Slovenia: Beletrina; Spain: AdN/Alianza; Taiwan: China Times; Turkey: Ithaki Yayinlari;
Vietnam: I Love Books/AZ Group.
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Matt Ruff

LOVECRAFT COUNTRY
US & Canada: HarperCollins
FICTION

NOW A CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED HBO SERIES from J.J. Abrams, Misha Green and Jordan Peele,
the New York Times bestselling novel about the visceral terrors of life in Jim Crow America and its lingering
effects, told through a wondrous imagination that melds historical fiction, pulp noir,
and Lovecraftian horror and fantasy.
“Another ‘only Matt Ruff could do this’ production. LOVECRAFT COUNTRY takes the unlikeliest of
premises and spins it into a funny, fast, exciting and affecting read.” – Neal Stephenson
Also now available is Ruff’s latest novel, 88 NAMES, part cyberthriller, part twisted romantic comedy,
following a freelance guide to online role-playing games whose digital adventures begin crossing over into the
real world, leading to a cat-and-mouse game of spies, gangsters, and a vengeful ex-girlfriend who may be the
greatest threat of all.
Film rights have been optioned by Universal Pictures for BAD MONKEYS, with Margot Robbie to produce &
star.
A forthcoming Opera, by composer Nico Muhly, based on SET THIS HOUSE IN ORDER is to premiere at the
Metropolitan Opera.

MATT RUFF is the New York Times bestselling author of LOVECRAFT COUNTRY, 88 NAMES, THE
MIRAGE, BAD MONKEYS, SET THIS HOUSE IN ORDER, FOOL ON THE HILL, and SEWER, GAS &
ELECTRIC.
International Sales to Date for LOVECRAFT COUNTRY: UK: Picador; Brazil: Intrinseca; China: Beijing
Time—Chinese Publishing; Czech Republic: Baronet; France: Presses de la Cite; Germany: Hanser; Greece:
Kaktos; Hungary: Agave; Italy: Piemme; Japan: Tokyo Sogensha; Korea: Eunhangnamu; Poland: Foksal;
Romania: Corint; Russia: Eksmo; Serbia: Carobna Knjiga; Spain: Planeta; Taiwan: Apex Press; Turkey:
Eksik Parca Yayinlari.
International Sales to Date for 88 NAMES: Germany: Fischer Tor; Hungary: Agave.
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Select Backlist
Fiction
Steve Erickson / Shadowbahn (Penguin)
Isabella Hammad / The Parisian (Grove)
Lorrie Moore / Collected Stories (Everyman’s Library/Knopf)
Howard Norman / The Ghost Clause (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
Stephen Wright / Processed Cheese (Little, Brown)

Nonfiction
Christopher Benfey / If (Penguin Press)
Ron Chernow / Grant (Penguin Press)
Steve Coll / Directorate S (Penguin Press)
Susan Faludi / In the Darkroom (Metropolitan Books)
Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri / Assembly (Oxford University Press)
Merrill Markoe / We Saw Scenery (Algonquin)
Rick Moody / The Long Accomplishment (Henry Holt)
Dawn Raffel / The Strange Case of Dr. Couney (Blue Rider Press/Penguin)
Adrienne Raphel / Thinking Inside the Box (Penguin Press)
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