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FICTION

2

Women’s Fiction

UNDER THE GOLDEN SUN
Jenny Ashcroft
Wanted: companion to escort a young, orphaned child home to Australia.
All expenses as well as passage covered.
Interested parties to apply without delay to 32 Williams Street,
Belgravia.
London, 1941. There are so many reasons Rose Hamilton
should ignore the advertisement: the war, those treacherous
seas, her family, her fiancé... but she cannot help herself. Within
weeks, she is boarding an enormous convoy, already too
attached to five-year-old Walter Lucknow.

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Little, Brown (November 2021)
US: St Martin’s Press (Spring 2022)

But rural Queensland, and the big house with the rolling hills
where Walter was born, is not as either of them were told to
expect. Rose cannot leave this little boy until he is happy and
settled, and she knows the key to this is Walter’s wounded
fighter pilot uncle Max.
But how will she ever part with Walter? And what if he isn’t the
only reason she wants to stay?

Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: Meet Me in
Bombay (2020), Island in the East (2018),
Beneath a Burning Sky (2016)
Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Jenny Ashcroft:
‘Moving and beautifully written, this enchanting story of love and loss
touched my heart.’ – Dinah Jefferies
‘Emotional, evocative and enthralling.’ – Kate Furnivall
‘An epic, bittersweet love story that will draw you in and grip you to the
last page.’ – Gill Paul
‘Well written, beautifully described and terribly exciting. I loved this pageturning adventure with a moving love story at its heart.’ – Tracy Rees
Jenny Ashcroft lives in Brighton with her husband and three
children. She studied history at university, has always been
fascinated by the past – and loves nothing more than reliving it
through a great book.
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Women’s Fiction

NOBODY’S PERFECT
Stephanie Butland

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Bonnier/Zaffre (August 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: The Woman in
the Photograph (2019), The Curious Heart
of Ailsa Rae (2018), Lost For Words
(2017)
Film/TV rights: Available

When her daughter was born with Cystic Fibrosis, Kate
Micklethwaite vowed that she would never be defined by the
illness. She is determined that Daisy will be known as the little
girl who loves butterflies and French pastry and nothing else.
Yet, somehow, Kate has started defining herself by the way
others see her: the single parent, the source of small-town
scandal, the Oxbridge drop-out, the former mistress; half a
family.
So when Daisy starts at primary school and Kate meets her new
teacher, the charming and kind Mr Spencer Swanson, she
suddenly hopes that her future and her definition are about to
change. As they get to know each other Kate falls for him hard
and fast but soon notices that people are whispering behind her
back once more.
Kate hopes she’s finally found her happy ending with Mr Right
but she might be about to learn that nobody’s perfect…
Praise for Stephanie Butland:
‘Utterly wonderful… quirky, heart-warming and emotional… loved it!!’
– Liz Fenwick
‘I love it so much. Moving, funny, romantic. Utterly engaging… impossible
to put down.’ – Katie Fforde
‘A lovely, heartbreaking story of second chances. Her characters are so
vulnerable, so unsure of themselves and at the same time so lovable. I love
this unusual story.’ – Bookseller
‘An appealing character with a fascinating hinterland.’ – Daily Mail
Stephanie Butland is the author of beloved bookshop tale
LOST FOR WORDS. Stephanie lives with her family near the
sea in the North-East of England. When she’s not writing, she
trains people to think more creatively. For fun, she reads, knits,
sews, bakes and spins.
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Cosy Crime

DATE WITH DECEIT
Book #6 in the DALES DETECTIVE series
Julia Chapman
A woman in tears in the Dales Detective Agency is never the
best way to start the week. But when that woman is the wife of
Bernard Taylor, town mayor and eminent businessman, there is
even more cause for alarm. So when Nancy Taylor asks the
detectives to investigate whether her husband is having an
affair, Samson O’Brien and Delilah Metcalfe know they will
have to tread carefully.

Agent: Oli Munson

The case however, proves to be more complex than even they
had imagined. While Delilah is undercover at a local shoot to
better keep tabs on the errant husband, she is on the scene for
a fatal incident that sends the town into turmoil. Soon the
detective duo are embroiled in a far more serious investigation
than mere infidelity as they discover that deceit is rife in
Bruncliffe. And it may well prove deadly…

UK: Pan Macmillan (April 2021)
Translation rights sold:
French: La Bête noire/Robert Laffont

Praise for Julia Chapman:

Material: Manuscript

‘Great fun!’ – Carol Drinkwater

Length: 432 pages

‘A delightful read.’ – Dalesman

Previous Publications: Date With
Danger (2020), Date With Poison (2019),
Date With Mystery (2018), Date With
Malice (2017), Date With Death (2017)

Over 130,000
copies sold
in France

In
production
with

Septembre
Productions
in France

‘Bags of Yorkshire charm and wit.’ – Northern Echo

Julia Chapman is the pseudonym of Julia Stagg who has had
five novels, THE FOGAS CHRONICLES, published by
Hodder. Although born in the UK, Julia was cursed from a
young age with itchy feet and has lived abroad most of her adult
life. She has worked as a waitress, ‘check-out-chick’, bookseller,
pawnbroker and as a teacher of English as a Foreign Language.
She currently divides her time between the Ariège and the
Yorkshire Dales and is a full-time writer.
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Historical Fiction

THE ASYLUM
Karen Coles
1906: Being a woman is dangerous, being different is deadly.
Maud Lovell has been at Angelton Lunatic Asylum for five
years. She is not sure how she came to be there and knows
nothing beyond its four walls. She is hysterical, distressed,
untrustworthy. Badly unstable and prone to violence. Or so she
has been told.
When a new doctor arrives, keen to experiment with the
revolutionary practice of medical hypnosis, Maud's lack of
history makes her the perfect case study. But as Doctor
Dimmond delves deeper into the past, it becomes clear that
confinement and high doses are there to keep her silent.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs

When Maud finally remembers what has been done to her, and
by whom, her mind turns to her past and to revenge.

UK: Welbeck (April 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Film/TV rights: Available

Karen Coles was born in Taplow, Berkshire to rather nomadic
parents. Countryside walks with her father instilled in her a
lifelong love of nature, particularly wild plants, insects and
amphibians. Karen studied Fine Art and Aesthetics at Cardiff
and is a painter and sculptor. As a child she was a voracious
reader of fairy tales, myths and legends, and this led to a
fascination with dark, Gothic literature. She now lives in Wales,
not far from a town which once had three Victorian asylums.
Their history inspired the writing of her first novel, THE
ASYLUM.
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Women’s Fiction

THE GIRL FROM THE ISLAND
Lorna Cook
A world at war.
One woman will risk everything.
Another will uncover her story.
1940: When the island of Guernsey is invaded by the Nazis, two
sisters are determined to rebel in any way they can. But when
forced to take in a German soldier, they are shocked to find a
familiar face on their doorstep – a childhood friend who has
now become their enemy.

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Avon (March 2021)

2016: Two generations later, Lucy returns to Guernsey after the
death of a distant relative. As she prepares the old family house
for sale, she discovers a box of handwritten notes, one word
standing out: resistance. Lucy’s search for the author will
uncover the story of a forgotten sister who vanished from the
island one night, never to be seen again.

Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages

Praise for Lorna Cook:

Previous Publications: The Forbidden
Promise (2020), The Forgotten Village
(2019)

‘Kept me turning the pages eagerly through both storylines. A real treat!’ –
Tracy Rees

Film/TV rights: Available

‘A compelling family drama full of dark secrets, twists and turns and a
wonderfully romantic love story.’ – Nikola Scott

Winner of the
RNA Joan
Hessayon Award
(The Forgotten
Village)

‘Compelling, dramatic, with a great twist, this is a brilliant tale.’ – Jenny
Ashcroft
‘Beautifully written, it is both a captivating love story and a page-turning
mystery filled with unexpected twists. I loved it.’ – Elisabeth Gifford

Lorna Cook was previously a journalist, writing for magazines
owned by the Daily Mail and Associated Press, before moving into
PR. Now working part-time, she is concentrating on her writing
and is a member of the Romantic Novelists’ Association New
Writers’ Scheme.
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Historical Crime

A COMEDY OF TERRORS
Lindsey Davis
Saturnalia, the Romans’ mid-December feast, is nominally to
celebrate the sun’s rebirth, but invariably becomes a drunken
riot. Flavia Albia needs a case to investigate, but all work is
paused.
The Aventine is full of fracturing families. Wives plot to leave
their husbands, husbands plot to spend more time with their
mistresses. Masters must endure slaves taking obscene liberties,
while aggressive slaves are learning to ape dangerous masters.
But no one wants to hire an investigator during the holiday.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Hodder & Stoughton (April 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Albia is lumped with her own domestic stress: overexcited
children and bilious guests, too many practical jokes, and her
magistrate husband Tiberius preoccupied with local strife. He
fears a Nut War. Nuts are both the snack and missile of choice
of tipsy celebrants, so there is a fortune to be made. This year a
hustling gang from the past is horning in on the action.
As the deadly menace strikes even closer to home, and with law
and order paused for partying, Albia and Tiberius must go it
alone. The Emperor has promised the people a spectacular
entertainment – but Domitian himself is a target for the old
criminals’ new schemes. Can the Undying Sun survive the
winter solstice, or will criminal darkness descend upon Rome?
Praise for Lindsey Davis:
‘Davis’s prose is a lively joy, and Flavia’s Rome is sinister and gloriously
real.’ – The Times
‘Davis’s squalid, vibrant Rome is as pleasurable as ever.’ – Guardian
‘A delicious and very different mystery series set in ancient Rome.’ – TLS
Lindsey Davis was born and brought up in Birmingham, read
English at Oxford, then joined the civil service, which she left
in 1985. She has now been a historical novelist for nearly thirty
years. Her books have been translated into many languages and
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dramatized on BBC Radio 4.

General Fiction

THE WAY WE WERE
Salma El-Wardany
THE WAY WE WERE charts the dreams and disappointments
of a group of British Muslim women – Jenna, Kees and Malak.
Malak wants the whole package: for her love, family and faith
to coexist happily. She wants it so much she’s willing to break
her own heart to get it.
Kees is dating a white Catholic man, Harry. Her family can
never find out about him. She knows that if they do, they’ll
never speak to her again.
Agent: Florence Rees
UK: Trapeze (Summer 2022)
US: Grand Central (Summer 2022)
Material: Manuscript due in March

Jenna seemingly has it all: looks, brains, and loving parents.
Why then does she feel so alone, all the time?
They have been friends for years: the three of them together
against the world is how it’s always been. Yet one night changes
everything between them and they are left adrift, marooned
from each other as their lives take different paths.

Film/TV rights: Available

Without the support of each other, nothing seems to go quite
right in their lives. Malak and Kees, having said things to each
other they’ll always regret, don’t know how to come back
together and Jenna has to live with the fall out.
Will they be able to forgive each other in time?

Writer, poet, speaker and BBC radio presenter, Salma ElWardany performs internationally, has given 2 TEDx Talks
and partners with organisations and global brands to have the
uncomfortable conversations we’ve ignored for so long. As a
Muslim woman of colour, she’s struggled against stereotypes
and marginalisation, specifically, how difficult womanhood is in
a patriarchal world. Her work centres around female storytelling
and the power of a woman’s voice.
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Women’s Fiction

A WEDDING IN THE COUNTRY
Katie Fforde
Lizzie has just arrived in London, determined to make the best
of her new life.
Her mother may be keen that she should have a nice wedding
in the country to a Suitable Man chosen by her. And Lizzie may
be going to cookery school to help her become a Good Wife.
But she definitely wants to have some fun first.
It is 1963 and London is beginning to swing as Lizzie cuts her
hair, buys a new dress with a fashionably short hemline, and
moves in with two of her best friends, one of whom lives in a
grand but rundown house in Belgravia which has plenty of
room for a lodger.
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Century (February 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: Meulenhoff Boekerij

Soon Lizzie’s life is so exciting that she has forgotten all about
her mother’s marriage plans for her. All she can think about is
that the young man she is falling in love with appears to be
engaged to someone else…
Praise for Katie Fforde:

Material: Finished Copies
Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Modern-day Austen. Great fun.’ – Red
‘Delicious – gorgeous humour and the lightest of touches.’ – The Sunday
Times
‘Thank goodness for Katie Fforde, the perfect author to bring comfort in
difficult times. She really is the queen of uplifting, feel good romance.’ – AJ
Pearce

Katie Fforde lives in Gloucestershire with her husband and
some of her three children. Recently her old hobbies of ironing
and housework have given way to singing, Flamenco dancing
and husky racing. She claims this keeps her fit. She is the author
of 24 previous bestsellers, most recently, A ROSE PETAL
SUMMER and A SPRINGTIME AFFAIR.
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Women’s Fiction

THE NIGHT WE MET
Zoë Folbigg
As a man holds his wife’s frail hand, he recounts a journey like
no other…
Daniel and Olivia are destined to be together. At least, Daniel
thinks this the night he sees Olivia across a sea of people. As he
backpacks through Australia, Daniel and Liv continue to cross
paths, yet never speak. Until one night, Liv joins Daniel for a
drink. And that night everything changes.
Back in London, stuck in a monotonous routine, Daniel finds
himself daydreaming of the woman with green eyes and fiery
hair. Armed with only a name he begins a hunt to find her. With
every passing moment, Daniel’s hopes begin to disappear. What
if it wasn’t meant to be?
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Head of Zeus (May 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Hebrew: Dani Books
Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: The Postcard
(2019), The Distance (2018), The Note
(2017)
Film/TV rights: Available

But then fate steps in, and Daniel and Olivia’s story can truly
begin…
Praise for Zoë Folbigg:
‘The laugh-out-loud, tears-in-your-coffee story of the consequences that
unfolded from passing the note. 4*’ – OK!
‘Perceptive, funny and likely to make your commute much more diverting.’
– Stylist
‘Will melt the heart of even the most hardened cynic.’ – Red
‘Full of wit and charm. A heart-warming tale of the importance of taking
a risk in life and love.’ – Ian Critchley
Zoë Folbigg is a magazine journalist and digital editor, starting
at Cosmopolitan in 2001 and now freelances for various
magazines and newspapers. In 2008 she had a weekly column
in Fabulous magazine documenting her year-long round-theworld trip with ‘Train Man’ – a man she had met on her daily
commute and this inspired her debut novel THE NOTE. She
since married Train Man and lives in Hertfordshire with him
and their two young sons.
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Historical Fiction

PROTECTOR
Book #2 in the ATHENIAN series
Conn Iggulden
Will he save Greece
– or betray it?
Themistocles stands as an archon of Athens: the might of the
city is his to command. Yet he is no nobleman, despised for his
low-born origins. For his presumption. But those who stand
against Themistocles cannot argue with two things – his
victories as a warrior and the vast Persian fleet heading their
way. Memories are yet fresh of King Xerxes’ last invasion –
when the city burned. Themistocles has rebuilt Athens to resist
invaders.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Michael Joseph (May 2021)
US: Pegasus (November 2021)

Soldiers and sailors stand behind him. But that is not enough.
Themistocles must fight. To survive, to make his name, he must
prove himself again and again in battle. On the sea. On land. In
the arena of public opinion. His enemies are legion, his allies do
not trust him and the Persians would corrupt him – but history
belongs to the courageous…

Translation rights sold:
Finnish: Otava
Swedish: Polaris

And Greece must find a saviour – or fall.

Material: Manuscript

Praise for Conn Iggulden:

Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: The Gates of
Athens (2020), The Falcon of Sparta
(2018), Dunstan (2017), In the Wars of the
Roses Series: Ravenspur (2016), Bloodline
(2015), Trinity (2014), Stormbird (2013),
Emperor Series, Conqueror Series
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Iggulden is in a class of his own when it comes to epic, historical fiction.’ –
Daily Mirror
‘The pace is nail-biting and the set-dressing magnificent.’ – The Times
‘One of our finest historical novelists.’ – Daily Express
Conn Iggulden is one of the most successful authors of
historical fiction writing today. His previous three series
describe the founding of the greatest empires of their day, as
well as the Wars of the Roses and were all #1 bestsellers. Conn
Iggulden lives in Hertfordshire with his wife and children.
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Thriller

THE RULE
David Jackson
My dad says bad things happen if I break it…
Daniel is looking forward to his birthday. He wants fish and
chips, a big chocolate cake, and a comic book starring his
favourite superhero. And as long as he follows The Rule,
nothing bad will happen.
Daniel will be twenty-three next week. And he has no idea that
he’s about to kill a stranger.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Serpent’s Tail (July 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 336 pages
Previous Publications: The Resident
(2020), Your Deepest Fear (2019), Don’t
Make a Sound (2018), Hope to Die (2017),
A Tapping at My Door (2016), Marked
(2015), Pariah (2014), Cry Baby (2014),
The Helper (2013)
Film/TV rights: Available

Daniel’s parents know that their beloved and vulnerable son
will be taken away. They know that Daniel didn’t mean to hurt
anyone, he just doesn’t know his own strength. They dispose of
the body. Isn’t that what any loving parent would do? But as
forces on both sides of the law begin to close in on them, they
realise they have no option but to finish what they started. Even
if it means that others will have to die…
Because they’ll do anything to protect him. Even murder.
‘The master of razor-sharp one liners… THE RULE is an absolute
belter.’ – Mandasue Heller
‘An intense and compelling read, that will evoke complicated emotions in
every reader. Highly recommended.’ – Lisa Hall
‘A stupendous piece of literary engineering.’ – Jenny O’Brien
David Jackson is the author of a series of crime thrillers
featuring New York Detective Callum Doyle. His debut novel,
PARIAH was Highly Commended in the Crime Writers
Association Debut Dagger Awards. When not writing fiction,
David spends his time as a lecturer in a university science
department. He also gives occasional workshops on creative
writing. He lives on the Wirral peninsula with his wife and two
daughters.
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Crime

THE DYING DAY
Vaseem Khan
Bombay, 1950
India’s first female police detective, Persis Wadia, is summoned
to the 150-year-old Bombay Royal Asiatic Society at Horniman
Circle. The society’s preeminent treasure, a priceless manuscript
of Dante’s Divine Comedy, has vanished, as has the society’s head
curator, William Huxley, an Englishman with a passion for
Indian history.
Tasked to recover an item for which Benito Mussolini once
offered one million pounds, Persis soon uncovers a series of
murders, and a trail of tantalising coded clues that lead her into
the dark heart of conspiracy…
Agent: Euan Thorneycroft

Gripping, immersive, and full of Vaseem Khan’s trademark wit,
this is historical fiction at its finest.

UK: Hodder (July 2021)
Material: Manuscript

Praise for Vaseem Khan:

Length: 352 pages

‘This is historical crime fiction at its sharpest, set on the brink of
independence and during a dramatic period of the subcontinent’s history.’ –
The Sunday Times

Previous Publications: Midnight at
Malabar House (2020), In the Baby
Ganesh series: Bad Day at the Vulture Club
(2019), Murder at the Grand Raj Palace
(2018), The Strange Disappearance of a
Bollywood Star (2017), The Perplexing Theft
of the Jewel in the Crown (2016), The
Unexpected Inheritance of Inspector Chopra
(2015)
Film/TV rights: Available

‘A beautifully complex plot and an Agatha Christie-ish denouement
make for a thoroughly satisfying read, and a burning desire to see what’s
next for Persis.’ – Observer, Best Recent Thrillers
‘This is historical crime fiction at its best – a compelling mix of social
insight and complex plotting with a thoroughly engaging heroine.’ – Daily
Mail
Vaseem Khan was born in London in 1973 to an Indian father
and Pakistani mother. He spent ten years working in India
between 1997 and 2007, before moving back to London where
he now lives. He is the Business Development Director at
University College London’s Department of Security and
Crime Science.
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Thriller

FAR WANDERER
Giles Kristian
A father and daughter survival thriller set in the mountains of
Arctic Norway.
Erik Amdahl and his spirited daughter, Sofia, are on a crosscountry ski trip when one night, far from home in the
snowbound wilderness, Sofia accidentally cuts herself. Erik puts
his daughter in the pulk and pulls her through the darkness
towards the lights of a distant cabin. When a Sami couple
welcome them into their home, Erik believes the worst has
passed and that Sofia is safe. But he could not be more
mistaken.
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Transworld (March 2022)
Material: Manuscript due in April
Previous Publications: Camelot
(2020), Lancelot (2018), In the Rise of
Sigurd series: Wings of the Storm (2016),
Winter’s Fire (2016), God of Vengeance
(2014), In the Raven series: Odin’s Wolves
(2011), Sons of Thunder (2010), Blood Eye
(2009)
Film/TV rights: Available

Soon he and Sofia will be running – and fighting – for their
lives. And in their flight, they discover a secret which could
cause the deaths of millions.
Beneath the swirling lightshow of the aurora borealis, a fight for
survival plays out across the snow. But within a tale of suffering
and of the desperate, instinctive will to survive, lies a story about
a father’s struggle to let go, and a young girl’s struggle to go on
without him.
Praise for Giles Kristian:
‘Glorious. Tragic. Lyrical. Totally gripping. I loved it.’ – Ben Kane
‘Kristian has created a powerful, dark vision of Arthur’s Britain, where
magic has its limits and the worst monsters are human.’ – The Times
‘A masterpiece in the true sense of the word.’ – Conn Iggulden
‘An all-action adventure… a joy to read… a brilliant story, beautifully
told.’ – Sunday Express
Giles Kristian is a bestselling and critically acclaimed novelist.
His Viking novel GOD OF VENGEANCE was a Times Book
of the Year and his novel LANCELOT was a Top 10 Sunday
Times bestseller.
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Speculative Fiction

THE COTTINGLEY CUCKOO
A.J. Elwood
Captivated by books and stories, Rose dreams of a more
fulfilled life, away from the confines of the Sunnyside Care
Home where she works to support herself and her boyfriend.
She hopes the situation will be short term.
Charlotte Favell, an elderly resident, takes a strange, sinister
interest in Rose, but offers an unexpected glimpse of
enchantment. She has a mysterious and aged stack of letters
about the Cottingley Fairies, the photographs made famous by
Arthur Conan Doyle, but later dismissed as a hoax. The author
of the letters insists he has proof that the fairies exist; Rose is
eager to learn more, but Charlotte only allows her to read on
when she sees fit.
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Titan (April 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 368 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Discovering she is unexpectedly pregnant, Rose feels another
door to the future has slammed. The content of the letters
grows more menacing, inexplicable events begin to occur inside
her home, and Rose begins to entertain dark thoughts about her
baby and its origins. Can this simply be depression? Or is
something darker taking root?
‘A modern changeling tale that pulses with the malice of the original fairy
lore.’ – Priya Sharma
‘A.J. Elwood builds a sense of creeping dread that will keep you breathless
to the end.’ – Angela Slatter
‘A wonderful tale on magic, poetry, motherhood, and ultimately, us.’ –
Francesco Dimitri
A.J. Elwood studied literature and history, which everyone
assured her would never have any direct relevance to what she
ended up doing with her life. She remains fascinated by those
times when people could believe in things we think of as
madness and have perfectly good reasons for doing so. An early
obsession with fairy tales has stayed with her and she loves to
pen stories that hopefully contain a little bit of magic and often
more than a little of the strange.
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Historical Fiction

THE DROWNED CITY
Book #1 in the DANIEL PURSGLOVE series
K.J. Maitland
1606. A year to the day men were executed for conspiring to
blow up parliament, a towering wave devastates the Bristol
Channel. Some proclaim God’s vengeance. Others seek to take
advantage.
In London, Daniel Pursglove sits shackled in prison and waits
to die. But Charles FitzAlan, close adviser to King James I, has
his eye on Daniel – and a job in mind that will free a man of his
skills from the horrors of Newgate. If he succeeds.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Headline (April 2021)

For Bristol is a hotbed of Catholic spies, and where better for
the lone conspirator who evaded arrest, one Spero Pettingar, to
rally his supporters than in the chaos of a drowned city? Daniel
journeys there to investigate the lead, but soon finds himself
embroiled in a dark Jesuit conspiracy – and a string of brutal
murders.

Material: Manuscript
Length: 448 pages
Previous Publications: A Gathering of
Ghosts (2018), The Plague Charmer (2017),
The Raven’s Head (2015), The Vanishing
Witch (2015), The Falcons of Fire and Ice
(2013), The Gallows Curse (2012),
Company of Liars (2009), The Owl Killers
(2010)
Film/TV rights: Available

‘A dark and enthralling historical novel with a powerful narrative. The
mysterious Daniel Pursglove has all the qualifications for a memorable
series hero.’ – Andrew Taylor
‘Spies, thieves, murderers and King James I? Brilliant.’ – Conn
Iggulden
Karen Maitland is an historical novelist, lecturer and teacher
of Creative Writing, with over 20 books to her name. She grew
up in Malta, which inspired her passion for history, and
travelled and worked all over the world before settling in the
United Kingdom. She has a doctorate in psycholinguistics, and
now lives on the edge of Dartmoor in Devon.
Writing as K. J. Maitland, THE DROWNED CITY launches a
new series set against the spectre of the Gunpowder Plot – an
historical thriller from an expert writer at the height of her
powers.
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Women’s Fiction

RESCUE ME
Sarra Manning
Margot doesn’t have time for love.
Will is afraid to love.
And neither of them is expecting to fall in love with Blossom:
a gentle Staffy with a tragic past, a belly made for rubbing and
a head the size of a football.
After their first meeting at the rescue centre, both Margot and
Will want to adopt Blossom so reluctantly agree to share
custody. But Will’s obsession for micro-managing and clear-cut
boundaries and Margot’s need to smother Blossom with
affection, means that soon they have a very confused and badly
behaved dog on their hands.
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie
UK: Hodder (January 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: De Fontein
French: Bragelonne
German: Piper
Russian: AST
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: The House of
Secrets (2017), After The Last Dance
(2016), It Felt Like A Kiss (2014), Nine
Uses For An Ex-Boyfriend (2012), You
Don’t Have to Say You Love Me (2011),
Unsticky (2009)
Film/TV rights: Available

Can they put their differences aside to become successful ‘copawrents’ and maybe even friends? And meanwhile, does
Blossom have plans of her own?
‘The LOVELIEST book, the complete antidote to these terrible
times. Absolutely gorgeous with great characterisation. Yet another winner
for Sarra.’ – Marian Keyes
‘Guaranteed to brighten any gloomy day… warm and funny.’ – Prima
‘Uplifting, tender, and heart-warming, this is a delight.’ – Irish
Examiner
‘Manning’s winning story is the perfect piece of escapism with one eye on
snappy dialogue and another on the things that make us whole again.’ –
Stylist, best fiction to read in 2021
Sarra Manning is a journalist and the author of over twenty
YA and adult commercial novels (contemporary and historical),
and most recently wrote THE RISE AND FALL OF BECKY
SHARP, a modern-day retelling of VANITY FAIR. She is also
Literary Editor for Red Magazine. RESCUE ME is inspired by
her beloved dog, Miss Betsy, who she lost last year.
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Crime

THE COLOURS OF DEATH
Patricia Marques Guerreiro
THE MURDER
In the Gare do Oriente, a body sits, slumped, in a stationary
train. A high-profile man appears to have died by throwing
himself repeatedly against the glass. But according to witnesses,
he may not have done this of his own accord.
THE CITY
Lisbon 2021. A small percentage of the population are
diagnosed as Gifted. Along with the power comes stigma and
suspicion.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Hodder (June 2021)

THE DETECTIVE
In a prejudiced city, Gifted Inspector Isabel Reis is hiding her
own secrets while putting her life on the line to stop an
ingenious killer.
A violent and mysterious crime. Suspected Gifted involvement.
A city baying for blood. And a killer who has only just begun…

Material: Manuscript
Length: 384 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Patricia Marques was born in Barreiro, Portugal before
moving to London when she was 8. She studied for a BA in
Creative Writing at the University of Roehampton and later
gained an MA in Creative Writing from City University. She
loves reading and writing crime fiction that has a hint of ‘other’.
She can usually be found most mornings crammed on an
underground train carriage with her nose stuck in a book.
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Crime

OUT FOR BLOOD
Book #2 in the DI EVE HUNTER series
Deborah Masson
DI Eve Hunter is back.
A young man, the son of an influential businessman, is
discovered dead in his central Aberdeen apartment.
Hours later, a teenage girl with no identification is found
hanged in a suspected suicide.
As DI Eve Hunter and her team investigate the two cases, they
find themselves in a tug-of-war between privilege and poverty;
between the elite and those on the fringes of society.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Transworld (December 2020)
Translation rights sold:
German: Heyne

Then an unexpected breakthrough leads them to the shocking
conclusion: that those in power have been at the top for too
long – and now, someone is going to desperate lengths to bring
them down…
Can they stop someone who is dead set on revenge, no matter
the cost?

Material: Finished Copies

‘Brilliant. A great new voice in the police procedural world. Hooks you in
from the first chapter and doesn’t let up.’ ― Rebecca Bradley

Length: 400 pages
Previous Publication: Hold Your
Tongue (2019)
Film/TV rights: Available

LONGLISTED
for the
CWA
NEW BLOOD
DAGGER
(Hold Your
Tongue)

‘A slickly plotted, fast paced read with a strong emotive core – I loved it.’
– Steph Broadribb
‘A brilliant follow-up novel. DI Eve Hunter is truly a force to be reckoned
with.’ – David Jackson

WINNER
of the
BLOODY
SCOTLAND

CRIME DEBUT
(Hold Your
Tongue)

‘Skilful plotting, a complex detective and utterly believable characters – this
is first-class crime fiction.’ – Marion Todd
Deborah Masson describes herself as a full-time single mother
of two young children by day and a crime fiction writer/reader
by night. Last year she completed the Faber Work in Progress
course.
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THE JIGSAW MAN
Nadine Matheson
There’s a serial killer on the loose.
The race is on before more bodies are found.
But will it take a killer to catch the killer?
When body parts start washing up along the banks of the river
Thames, the Serial Crimes Unit is called to investigate, and it
quickly becomes apparent to DI Henley that there isn’t just one
victim. There are two.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: HQ/HarperCollins (February
2021)
US: Hanover Square/HarperCollins
(March 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Czech: Euromedia
Dutch: HarperCollins Holland
Finnish: Like
French: Le Seuil
German: Bastei Lübbe
Hungarian: Libri Kiado
Italian: Rizzoli
Japanese: HarperCollins Japan
Korean: Gimm-Young
Polish: Publicat
Russian: Eksmo
Slovene: Mladinska Knjiga
Material: Finished Copies

The murders are hauntingly familiar to Henley. The modus
operandi matches that of Peter Olivier, the notorious Jigsaw
Killer. But Olivier is already behind bars, and Henley was the
one who put him there.
Olivier is the last person Henley wants to see but she needs his
help. He might be their best chance to stop the copycat before
more body parts start turning up. But when Olivier learns of
the new murders, helping out Henley and the SCU is the last
thing on his mind.
All bets are off and the race is on to catch the killer before the
body count rises. But who will get there first – Henley or the
Jigsaw Killer?
‘Fans of crime fiction will adore this gruesome debut.’ – Red
‘So tense and dark. It has a real Silence of the Lambs vibe, and Peter
Olivier is my new Hannibal Lecter. Brilliant.’ – Lisa Hall
‘Move over, Hannibal Lecter, there’s a new serial killer on the block in
this awesome debut from Nadine Matheson. THE JIGSAW MAN
will have you in pieces. Literally.’ – David Jackson

Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Optioned

Nadine Matheson was born and raised in Deptford and is a
criminal solicitor. She is a winner of the City University Crime
Writing competition.
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Literary Fiction

WE ARE NOT IN THE WORLD
Conor O’Callaghan
Heartbroken after a long, painful love affair, a man takes a job
driving a haulage lorry through France. Travelling with him is a
secret passenger – his daughter. Twenty-something, unkempt,
off the rails.
With a week on the road together, man and girl must attempt
to restore themselves and each other, and to repair a
relationship that is at once fiercely loving and deeply scarred.
As the pair journey down the motorways and through the
service stations of France, a devastating picture reveals itself: a
story of grief, of shame, and of love in all its complex, dark and
glorious manifestations.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Doubleday (February 2021)
Ireland: Doubleday Ireland (February
2021)
Translation rights sold:
Danish: Jensen & Dalgaard
French: Sabine Wespieser
Hebrew: Lesa Press
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 276 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Haunting, mesmerising, and so deeply intelligent about the interwoven
strengths and frailties of the human heart.’ – Kamila Shamsie
‘A powerful tale of a fractured father-daughter relationship.’ –
Independent
‘Compelling and profoundly moving.’ – Irish Times
‘An uncanny ability to turn the seemingly insignificant into something
monumental.’ – Jan Carson
‘Unusual, utterly original and mysterious. . . definitely a 2021 must read.’
– Elaine Feeney
Conor O’Callaghan was born in Newry in Northern Ireland,
and grew up ten miles away in Dundalk in the Republic of
Ireland. He has published five collections of poems. He has also
published a comic prose memoir about Ireland’s 2002 World
Cup debacle, RED MIST: ROY KEANE AND IRELAND’S
WORLD CUP CIVIL WAR (Bloomsbury, 2004), and the
acclaimed gothic novel NOTHING ON EARTH
(Transworld/Doubleday, 2016). He lived for several years in
the US, and now divides his time between Sheffield and Dublin.
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Women’s Fiction

ONE LUCKY SUMMER
Jenny Oliver
With an air of faded splendour, Willoughby Manor was an
idyllic childhood home to Ruben De Lacy. Gazing at it now,
decades later, the memories are flooding back, and not all of
them are welcome…
In a tumbledown cottage in Willougby’s grounds, Dolly and
Olive King lived with their eccentric explorer father. One of the
last things he did was to lay a treasure hunt before he died, but
when events took a desperate turn, Dolly and Olive left
Willoughby for good, never to complete it.

Agent: Rebecca Ritchie

But when Ruben uncovers a secret message, hidden for
decades, he knows he needs Olive and Dolly’s help. Can the
three of them solve the treasure hunt, and will piecing together
the clues help them understand what happened to their families
that summer, all those years ago?

UK: HQ (August 2021)
Material: Manuscript due soon

Praise for Jenny Oliver:

Length: 384 pages

‘Pure escapism.’ – Bella

Previous Publications: The Summer
We Ran Away (2020), The House We
Called Home (2018), The Summerhouse By
the Sea (2017), The Sunshine and Biscotti
Club (2016), The Vintage Summer Wedding
(2014), The Little Christmas Kitchen
(2014), The Parisian Christmas Bake Off
(2013), The Cherry Pie Island Series

‘Hilarious and relatable.’ – Woman

Film/TV rights: Available

‘A story of friendship and laughter.’ – My Weekly

Jenny Oliver wrote her first book on holiday when she was ten
years old. Illustrated with cut-out supermodels from her sister’s
Vogue, it was an epic, sweeping love story not so loosely based
on Dynasty. Since then Jenny has gone on to get an English
degree and a job in publishing that’s taught her what it takes to
write a novel (without the help of the supermodels). She is now
the author of six novels and five novellas.
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Graphic Novel

NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR Graphic Novel
George Orwell
An original and beautiful adaptation of a modern classic.
Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy
the demands of the Ministry of Truth.
With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that
seeks power for its own sake and persecutes those who dare to
commit thoughtcrimes.
But as he starts to think for himself, Winston can’t escape the
fact that Big Brother is always watching…
Agent: Bill Hamilton
Brazil: Companhia das Letras
(October 2020)
UK: Penguin (April 2021)
US: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (June
2021)
Translation rights sold:
Arabic: Nool Books
French: Editions Grasset
German: Ullstein
Greek: Kaktos
Italian: Mondadori
Korean: Sakyejul
Polish: Jaguar
Portuguese: Alfaguara
Romanian: Polirom
Spanish: Penguin Random House
Turkish: Domingo
Material: Finished Copies
Film/TV rights: Unavailable

A startling and haunting vision of the world, NINETEEN
EIGHTY-FOUR is so powerful that it is completely
convincing from start to finish. No one can deny the influence
of this novel, its hold on the imaginations of multiple
generations of readers, or the resilience of its admonitions – a
legacy that seems only to grow with the passage of time. ‘Who
controls the past controls the future: who controls the present
controls the past.’

George Orwell is the author of the classic political satire
ANIMAL FARM and the dystopian masterpiece NINETEEN
EIGHTY-FOUR. He is also well known for his essays and
journalism, particularly his works covering his travels and his
time fighting in the Spanish Civil War. His writing is celebrated
for its piercing clarity, purpose and wit.
Fido Nesti was born in São Paulo, Brazil and is a self-taught
artist, working with illustration and comics for over 25 years.
His images have appeared in The New Yorker, Rolling Stone,
Playboy, Runner’s World, Americas Quarterly, Folha de S. Paulo, Piauí,
CULT and others; and also on covers and text books for a range
of publishers, including Companhia das Letras and FTD. He
produced the graphic novels OS LUSIADAS EM
QUADRINHOS (2006) and A MAQUINA DE GOLDBERG
(2012).
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CHEMISTRY AND OTHER STORIES
Tim Pears
A wife compulsively digs in her garden. Two brothers, long
estranged, reunite for a terse, heady summer. A woman flies to
Krakow to see her adult son. At dusk, a teenage girl pushes her
dying mother out into the sea. A small boy sits on his own in
the cinema, entranced by the cowboys who light up the screen.
With these short stories, Tim Pears illuminates a series of
blazing moments in quiet lives – the tragic, strange, funny and
beautiful fragments that make and unmake us – and shines a
light into the gulfs that lie between us and those who should
know us best.
Praise for Tim Pears:
Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Bloomsbury (June 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 272 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

‘Exemplary… A feat of perception and description that earns him a place
among a pantheon that stretches from Thomas Hardy to Flora Thompson.’
– Guardian
‘Pears is a master at drawing significance out of the everyday.’ – Sunday
Times
‘He writes like nobody else.’ – Jane Gardam
‘Highly atmospheric… It had an intoxicating, magical quality which
completely beguiled me.’ – Independent

Tim Pears was born in 1956. He grew up in Crewe and Devon,
and left school at sixteen. He has worked in a wide variety of
jobs and is a graduate of the National Film and Television
School. His first novel, IN THE PLACE OF FALLEN
LEAVES, won the Hawthornden Prize for Literature and the
Ruth Hadden Memorial Award. His second novel, IN A LAND
OF PLENTY was adapted into a major BBC TV series in 2001.
Tim Pears is the author eight highly acclaimed novels. His
celebrated WEST COUNTRY trilogy concluded in 2019 with
THE REDEEMED.
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General Fiction

EVERYTHING IS BEAUTIFUL
Eleanor Ray
Sometimes, it’s impossible to part with the things we love the
most…
When Amy Ashton’s world came crashing down twelve years
ago, she started a collection. It began as a box filled with
memories of happier times – an ashtray to remind herself of the
boy she loved, a china bird, an aquamarine bottle, a Tuscan red
pot. The objects that some might throw away, but to Amy
represent a life that could have been. Because, if there’s one
thing life has taught her, it’s easier to love things than people.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Piatkus/Little, Brown (April 2021)
US: Gallery/Simon & Schuster (June
2021)
Translation rights sold:
French: NiL/Robert Laffont
German: S. Fischer/Krüger
Hungarian: Publish & More
Italian: Salani
Spanish: Duomo
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 320 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Now that box of memories has turned into a house overflowing
with all her precious things. Soon there will be no room for
Amy at all. But when a new family move in next door with two
young boys, Amy’s carefully managed life starts to unravel,
leading her to question whether the future she thought she’d
lost might still be there for the taking.
‘This book quietly took hold of me and wouldn’t let me go until I turned
the final page. I loved stepping in to Amy’s world, with all its treasures,
and it was a joy to see her beginning to make space for herself.’ – Beth
O’Leary
‘A total treat of a read! Warm, enchanting and intriguing, with an
unforgettable protagonist at its heart.’ – Holly Miller
‘One of the most poignant and heart-warming stories in recent years.
Absolutely brilliant and a must-read.’ – M.W. Craven
‘This is one of those books you just want to gulp down in one.’ – Good
Housekeeping
Eleanor Ray lives in London with her two young children and
one incredibly messy husband. She works as a marketing
director by day.
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Historical Fiction

THE DIPLOMAT’S WIFE
Michael Ridpath
1936: Devastated by the death of her beloved brother Hugh,
Emma seeks to keep his memory alive by wholeheartedly
embracing his dreams of a communist revolution. But when she
marries an ambitious diplomat, she must leave her ideals behind
and live within the confines of embassy life in Paris and Nazi
Berlin. Then one of Hugh’s old comrades reappears, asking her
to report on her philandering husband, and her loyalties are
torn.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Corvus (February 2021)

1979: Emma’s grandson, Phil, dreams of a gap-year tour of
Cold War Europe, but is nowhere near being able to fund it. So
when his beloved grandmother determines to make one last trip
to the places she lived as a young diplomatic wife, and to try to
solve a mystery that has haunted her since the war, he jumps at
the chance to accompany her. But their journey takes them to
darker, more dangerous places than either of them could ever
have imagined…

Material: Finished Copies
Length: 304 pages

Praise for Michael Ridpath:

Film/TV rights: Available

‘One of our finest thriller writers.’ – Daily Mail
‘Ridpath has that read-on factor that sets bestsellers apart.’ – Guardian
‘An engaging heroine and a clever, multi-stranded plot… an enthralling
read.’ – Mick Herron
‘A clever blend of murder mystery, myth and up-to-the-minute mayhem.’ –
The Times
Michael Ridpath was previously Head of Trading at Saudi
International Bank, where he managed the largest junk bond
portfolio in Europe, before exploding into the book world in
1995 with FREE TO TRADE. Michael has been translated into
41 languages.

27

General Fiction

WHERE THERE’S MUCK
Catherine Robinson
Will Harker has always believed that the best things in life are
free: the great outdoors, a good laugh, a perfectly steeped brew.
He’s earning his keep as an apprentice farrier at Stanley
Lampitt’s workshop – although his gaffer would say he makes
half the money and causes double the trouble.
But business isn’t exactly booming. While Stanley’s trying to
make ends meet Will is handed a wedge of family inheritance –
and a problem as big as a horse to sort out…
As every Yorkshireman knows, where there’s muck there’s
brass. So just how dirty are Will’s hands going to get?

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Orion (March 2021)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 320 pages
Previous Publication: Forging On
(2017)

Praise for Catherine Robinson:
‘Perfect holiday poolside read.’ – The Lady

Longlisted
for the
Comedy Women
in Print
2019
(Forging On)

‘Wonderfully warm and funny.’ – Cathy Woodman
‘This entertaining book is packed with Yorkshire humour and warmth.’
– Horse Magazine

Film/TV rights: Available

Catherine Robinson teaches at Stonyhurst College, and has a
PhD in Creative Writing from Lancaster University. Her first
novel, FORGING ON, was based on the experiences of her
son, who currently works as a farrier in Yorkshire.
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Psychological Thriller

STOLEN
Tess Stimson
You thought she was safe. You were wrong…
Alex knows her daughter would never wander off in a strange
place. So when her three-year-old vanishes from an idyllic beach
wedding, Alex immediately believes the worst.
The hunt for Lottie quickly becomes a world-wide search, but
it’s not long before suspicion falls on her mother. Why wasn’t
she watching Lottie?
Alex knows she’s not perfect, but she loves her child. And with
all eyes on her, Alex fears they’ll never uncover the truth unless
she takes matters into her own hands.
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie

Who took Lottie Martini? And will she ever come home?

UK: Avon (August 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 400 pages
Previous Publications: One in Three
(2020), A Mother’s Secret (2019), An
Open Marriage (2014), The Lying Game
(2013), The Nanny (2013), The Wife Who
Ran Away (2011), What’s Yours is Mine
(2010), The Infidelity Chain (2008), The
Adultery Club (2008)

Praise for Tess Stimson:
‘I devoured ONE IN THREE, with its well-drawn characters, believably
complex relationships and relentlessly twisting plot that keeps the reader
guessing.’ – Debbie Howells
‘Dark, twisty and addictive.’ – Lisa Jewell
‘I raced through this tale of a murderous love triangle. Tense, twisty, and
that ending – wow!’ – Jackie Kabler

Film/TV rights: Available

Tess Stimson is the British author of eleven novels, including
top-ten bestseller THE ADULTERY CLUB, and two nonfiction books, which between them have been translated into
dozens of languages. She lives and works in Vermont with her
husband, Erik, their three children, and (at the last count) two
cats, three fish, one gerbil and a large number of bats in the
attic.
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Crime

NO COUNTRY FOR GIRLS
Emma Styles
‘It’s not exactly how I imagined the week starting. An accessory to
murder. On the run in the victim’s vehicle…’
Caro and Charlie are strangers from different sides of the tracks.
They should never have met, but one devastating accident binds
them together for ever.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Little, Brown (2022)
Material: Manuscript due in April
Film/TV rights: Available

A man is dead and neither of them can go home now that they
are unwilling accomplices to his murder. There’s only one thing
to do: hit the road in the victim’s beat-up old pickup, with a bag
of stolen gold stashed under the passenger seat.
Suddenly outlaws with the full weight of the law on their backs,
Caro and Charlie must make their way across Australia’s wild
outback using only their wits to survive. They will be forced to
transgress every expectation placed upon them to evade capture
and escape with their lives…
Thelma and Louise for a new generation, NO COUNTRY FOR
GIRLS is a gritty, twisty road-trip thriller that follows two
young women on the run across the harsh, unforgiving
landscape of Australia.

Emma Styles writes fiction inspired by the remote places of
Western Australia where she grew up. She loves a road trip and
once sat out a cyclone on the north west coast in a Land Cruiser
Troop Carrier. Emma has worked as a veterinarian, track-work
rider and meditation teacher. She lives in London and has an
MA in crime fiction from the University of East Anglia. She
enjoys writing about young women transgressors behaving
badly and she won the Little, Brown UEA Crime Fiction Award
2020 with her first novel, NO COUNTRY FOR GIRLS.
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Mystery

THE HOUSE OF DEATH
Peter Tremayne
Ireland. AD 672.
The Feast of Beltaine is approaching and the seven senior
princes of the kingdom of Muman are gathering at Cashel to
discuss King Colgú’s policies. Just days before the council
meets, Brother Conchobhar, the keeper of the sacred sword, is
found murdered.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft

Sister Fidelma and her brother Colgú fear that the killer had
been trying to steal the sword that symbolises the King’s
authority to rule. And as rumours begin to spread of an attempt
to overthrow Colgú, news reaches Cashel that a plague ship has
landed at a nearby port, bringing the deadly pestilence to its
shores. Amid fear and panic, Fidelma, Eadulf and Enda must
work together to catch a killer as the death toll starts to
mount…

UK: Headline (July 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 368 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Peter Tremayne:
‘Wonderfully evocative.’ – The Times
‘A brilliant and beguiling heroine. Immensely appealing, difficult to put
down.’ – Publishers Weekly
‘The detail of the books is fascinating, giving us a vivid picture of everyday
life at this time… the most detailed and vivid recreations of ancient
Ireland.’ – Irish Examiner
Peter Tremayne is the fiction pseudonym of Peter Berresford
Ellis, a well-known authority on the ancient Celts. He has used
his knowledge of the Brehon law system and seventh century
Irish society to create a new concept in detective fiction with
the SISTER FIDELMA series.
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Crime

RISK OF HARM
Lucie Whitehouse
Robin Lyons is back in her hometown of Birmingham and now
a DCI with Force Homicide, working directly under Samir, the
man who broke her heart almost twenty years ago.
When a woman is found stabbed to death in a derelict factory
and no one comes forward to identify the body, Robin and her
team must not only hunt for the murderer, but also solve the
mystery of who their victim might be.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Fourth Estate (July 2021)
Material: Manuscript

As Robin and Samir come under pressure from their superiors,
from the media and from far-right nationalists with a dangerous
agenda, tensions in Robin’s own family threaten to reach
breaking point. And when a cold case from decades ago begins
to smoulder and another woman is found dead in similar
circumstances, rumours of a serial killer begin to spread.
In order to get to the truth Robin will need to discover where
loyalty ends and duty begins. But before she can trust, she is
going to have to forgive – and that means grappling with some
painful home truths.

Length: 320 pages
Previous Publications: Critical
Incidents (2019), Keep You Close (2016),
Before We Met (2014), The Bed I Made
(2010), The House At Midnight (2009)
Film/TV rights: Optioned

Praise for Lucie Whitehouse:
‘I loved CRITICAL INCIDENTS. In fact I devoured it. It’s a brilliant
combination of superb characterisation, humour and galloping plot: her best
yet.’ – Susie Steiner
‘Seriously great suspense… trust me, you’ll need to know what happens.’
– Lee Child
‘This is that deeply satisfying thing, a strong, deft thriller with real depth.’
– Tana French
Lucie Whitehouse was born in Gloucestershire and grew up
in Warwickshire. After studying Classics at Oxford, she moved
to London where she worked briefly in journalism before
finding her niche in publishing. Lucie now lives in Brooklyn
with her husband and daughter.
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Historical Crime

WAKING THE TIGER
Mark Wightman
Singapore, 1939. Inspector Betancourt of the Marine Force
(Contraband Division), is eking out his days checking shipping
manifests following his demotion from Detective branch. Until
the body of a Japanese prostitute – a karayuki-san – is discovered
at the docks, the tattoo of a tiger covering the whole of her
back. Despite his reluctance to get involved, Betancourt finds
himself forced to take on the case by his superiors. Which is
strange, not only because he is Marine Force but also because
he is a Serani – a ‘Eurasian’ – and as such is distrusted by both
his colonial paymasters and the locals.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft

As he digs deeper into the girl’s background, Betancourt finds
himself drawn into a conspiracy with implications that reach far
beyond the death of a young woman, where the dangers are
both personal and political.

UK: Hobeck (June 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Film/TV rights: Available

As Betancourt delves further into the case, he begins to wonder
whether the death of this young woman also holds the secret to
the disappearance of his wife some twelve months before.

Mark Wightman was born in Edinburgh and grew up in
Singapore. After a successful career in media technology, he
took time out to study creative writing, first at the University of
Edinburgh, and then at the University of East Anglia. He
received an MA with Distinction in Crime Writing for
WAKING THE TIGER. Mark was the winner of the Pitch
Perfect event at the Bloody Scotland Crime Festival in
2017 and was selected to be one of the UNESCO City of
Literature Story Shop emerging writers at the 2017 Edinburgh
International Book Festival.
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Historical Fiction

ALL THE WHITE SPACES
Ally Wilkes

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Titan (2022)
US: Emily Bestler Books (2022)
Material: Manuscript
Film/TV rights: Available

In 1919, in the wake of the First World War, and reeling from
the deaths of his beloved brothers, teenager Jonathan Morgan
joins a group of men broken by the war on a doomed
expedition to the South Pole. This is his opportunity to fulfil
his brothers’ dreams, and find his rightful place in the world of
men he’d previously been denied (having been born and raised
as a girl).
But the War casts a long shadow: there’s a conscientious
objector on-board, and grief, guilt and mistrust stalk the
expedition. In the isolation and freezing darkness of the Polar
night, something terrible has been waiting. It walks under the
aurora, taking the shape of their most beloved dead, and will
pick them off one by one. The expedition faces all the harshness
of the Antarctic winter but also a supernatural being which
plays on their deepest desires: Jonathan must overcome his own
ghosts before they utterly destroy him.

Ally Wilkes grew up in a succession of isolated, possibly
haunted, country houses. After studying Law at Oxford, she
went on to spend eleven interesting and dramatic years as a
criminal barrister in London, fascinated by how extreme
situations brought out the best – or worst – in people. She now
lives in Greenwich with far too many books about Antarctica,
and has returned to her first love: spooky stories and survival
horror. ALL THE WHITE SPACES is her first novel.
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Crime

ONE WAY STREET
#2 in the JIMMY MULLEN series
Trevor Wood

SHORTLISTED
for the
CWA
NEW BLOOD
DAGGER
(The Man on
The Street)

A series of bizarre drug-related deaths among runaway
teenagers has set the North East’s homeless community on
edge.
The word on the street is that a rogue batch of Spice – the
zombie drug sweeping the inner cities – is to blame, but when
one of Jimmy’s few close friends is caught up in the carnage,
loyalty compels him to find out what’s really going on.
ONE WAY STREET sees the welcome return of Jimmy
Mullen, the homeless, PTSD-suffering, veteran as he attempts
to rebuild his life following the events in THE MAN ON THE
STREET.
Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Quercus (March 2021)

As his probation officer constantly reminds him: all he needs to
do is keep out of trouble. Sadly for him, trouble seems to have
a habit of tracking Jimmy down.

Translation rights sold:
Norwegian: Aschehoug
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 448 pages
Previous Publication: The Man on the
Streeet (2019)
Film/TV rights: Available

‘A triumphant sequel… Brimming over with soul and compassion, the
tension builds towards its gripping conclusion.’ – Harriet Tyce
‘Another gritty yet compassionate crime novel set in the underbelly of
Newcastle.’ – Philippa East
‘An assured, gripping novel with a fresh take on the genre. I loved every
minute of this book.’ – Susan Allott
‘Wood writes with ease and compassion with just the right amount of
tension and intrigue.’– Louise Fein
Trevor Wood has lived in Newcastle for 25 years and considers
himself an adopted Geordie, though he still can’t speak the
language. He’s a successful playwright who has also worked as
a journalist and spin-doctor for the City Council. Prior to that
he served in the Royal Navy for 16 years. Trevor holds an MA
in Creative Writing (Crime Fiction) from UEA.
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General Non Fiction

FIELD WORK
Bella Bathurst
For many of us, Britain is countryside – drystone walls, stiles,
sheep on a distant hillside. But farmers themselves often remain
a mystery: familiar but unpredictable, a secretive industry still
visible from space.
Who are these people who shape our countryside and put food
on our tables? And what does it take to pull a life out of earth?
From fruit farmers to fallen stock operators, from grassy
uplands to polytunnels, Bella Bathurst journeys through Britain
to talk to those on the far side of the fence. As farmers find
themselves torn between time-honoured methods and modern
appetites, these shocking, raw, wise and funny accounts will
open out a way of life now changing beyond recognition.
Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Profile (April 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Bella Bathurst:
‘Fascinating… Bathurst is a restless, curious writer.’ – Guardian
‘Bathurst is wry, perceptive, laconic, occasionally downright funny and
uncannily skilled at recreating atmosphere… a pleasure to read.’ – Daily
Telegraph
‘She has a dazzling gift for descriptive writing.’ – Independent

Bella Bathurst writes both fiction and non-fiction. Her first
novel, SPECIAL, was published in 2002 and was longlisted for
the Orange Prize. Her first non-fiction book, THE
LIGHTHOUSE STEVENSONS, was a national bestseller,
won a Somerset Maugham prize and was shortlisted for the
Guardian First Book Award. She has also written THE
WRECKERS, published in 2004, THE BICYCLE BOOK,
published in 2011 by HarperPress and SOUND, published in
2017 by Profile.
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Self-help

A BOOK FOR LIFE
10 Steps To Spiritual Wisdom, a Clear Mind and
Lasting Happiness
Jo Bowlby
Learn how you can develop your spiritual intelligence and set
yourself on the path to true happiness, emotional freedom and
a meaningful life.
Believe it or not, happiness is not an unattainable ideal for those
of us living a normal life with everyday worries and concerns –
we all have the potential to be blissfully happy. But how do we
get there? A BOOK FOR LIFE shows us that the key to
unlocking lasting happiness is to develop something that is
innate in all of us: spiritual intelligence.
Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Yellow Kite (June 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 256 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Your spiritual intelligence is spirituality put into action – it gives
us a practical and powerful skill-set to enhance the great times
and get us swiftly though the tough times. It’s the core
intelligence which runs through all spiritual traditions, as well as
the modern schools of psychology. For the same reasons we
might exercise regularly to develop our muscles or to keep our
body strong, we need to develop our spiritual intelligence to
keep our minds healthy.
With over 30 years’ experience as a shaman and therapist, Jo
Bowlby has created a simple blueprint for happiness by
translating the ancient teachings from around the world
(Shamanism, Buddhism, Zen, the sutras, Qi gong) for a
contemporary readership, with each chapter including
traditional techniques and exercises.
Jo Bowlby is known as ‘London’s best kept secret’ and
shaman/therapist to the stars. She studied psychotherapy and
counselling at Regents University in London and is certified in
NLP and Hypnotherapy. Over the last thirty years she has
trained in various traditions, including: North and South
American Shamanism, Tibetan Buddhism, Bön Shamanism,
Zen, The Yoga Sutras, Sanskrit, Qi gong and holds a black belt
in Shotokan Karate.
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THE GREAT PLANT BASED CON
Jayne Buxton
Almost every day we hear a call for us to reduce our
consumption of meat and dairy, with the long-term goal for
many being the widespread conversion to a totally vegan
lifestyle. ‘Plant-based’ has become a term so worthy and
ubiquitous that many people have forgotten their historic
antipathy to an extreme vegan cause.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Little Brown/Piatkus (June 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 272 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

But what if the statistics driving the plant-based movement
were misleading or even false? What if we were being
manipulated by a happy coalition of vested interests that
includes environmentalists, Big Pharma, Big Food, established
dietary advice organisations, and even a little known but rich
and powerful religious group with a long-standing commitment
to a vegan diet? What if removing animal foods from our diet
was a serious threat to human health, and a red herring in the
fight against climate change?
In THE GREAT PLANT-BASED CON, Jayne Buxton
demonstrates that every one of these what-ifs is a real world
actuality. Because most of us don't realise this, we are allowing
ourselves to be dragged down a dietary road that will have
severe repercussions for our health and wellbeing, and that of
our children, and the climate, for decades to come. Jayne
interrogates and debunks many of the myths that have grown
up in recent years and proposes a more balanced way forward.

Jayne Buxton is an ambassador for the Real Food Campaign
and the Public Health Collaboration. She is also a published
author who has written on a variety of subjects in a career
spanning twenty years. She has published a work of non-fiction,
two novels, many short stories, and journalistic pieces for the
Independent, the Guardian and others.
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SEA FEVER
A British Maritime Miscellany
Meg Clothier and Christopher Clothier
Can you interpret the shipping forecast? Do you know your
flotsam from your jetsam? Or who owns the foreshore? Can
you tie a half-hitch – or would you rather splice the mainbrace?
Full of charming illustrations and surprising facts, SEA FEVER
provides the answers to all these and more.
Mixing advice on everything from seasickness to righting a
capsized boat with arcane marine lore, recipes, history, dramatic
stories of derring-do and guides to the wildlife we share our
shores with, even the most experienced ocean-dweller will find
something in these pages to surprise and delight.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Profile (May 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 336 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Meg Clothier studied Classics at Cambridge, sailed from
England to Alaska, and worked as a journalist in London and
Moscow. She has published two historical novels, The Girl King
and The Empress, and run a London park cafe. She lives on the
Quantock Hills with her husband, two children and an
improbably prolific vegetable garden. She is happiest in south
Devon, floating up the River Avon.
Christopher Clothier studied Chemistry at New College,
Oxford. He spent his youth teaching sailing, racing dinghies and
sailing bigger boats across oceans. Much to his disappointment
he has turned into a grown-up and got a proper job looking
after people’s money in the City. He lives in London with his
wife and two daughters. Whenever he gets the chance, he
sneaks off kitesurfing and looks forward to the day his girls are
big enough to go with him.
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Sport

FUTSAL
The Story of an Indoor Football Revolution
Jamie Fahey
Futsal is one of the fastest-growing sports on the planet: over
60 million people play this lightning-fast and tactically intricate
variation of indoor football.
The game’s combination of close skill and rapid passing has
influenced many modern football coaches: the tiki-taka style of
Pep Guardiola in particular has its roots in the five-a-side game.
Despite its growing status, however, futsal’s history remains
largely unknown and untold.

Agent: Oli Munson
UK: Melville House (May 2021)

Jamie Fahey is a leading futsal expert and UEFA qualified
coach. He spent his childhood playing endless football matches
in the shattered urban landscape of 1980s Liverpool – on the
same streets later graced by Wayne Rooney, the ‘last true street
footballer’. Yet when Fahey’s own footballing career stalled, he
realised he had been unwittingly learning the skills that pointed
to his true passion.

Material: Manuscript due soon
Length: 288 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

In FUTSAL, Fahey makes the case for the sport’s
transformative grassroots effect, both in the UK and abroad.
He also tells the story of futsal from the very beginning,
bringing us the politics, tactics and personalities behind
the game – and in doing so, illuminates a hidden corner of
sporting history.

Jamie Fahey is a writer, editor, football coach and mentor,
with a specialism in the five-a-side sport of futsal. He grew up
in Liverpool, a city obsessed with football, and played semiprofessionally in England and Wales for a decade while working
as a journalist in regional newspapers. He is the production
editor at the Guardian, where he has worked since 2001, and
writes about football, futsal and the peccadilloes of grammar.
Jamie is married to Emily, a US history professor, and they have
two teenage sons, Conor and Dominic. He still plays futsal, at
an increasingly moderate pace, age 48.
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THE SIX CONVERSATIONS WE ARE
FRIGHTENED TO HAVE
Deborah Frances-White

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Virago (Spring 2022)
Material: Proposal
Previous Publication: The Guilty
Feminist (2018)
Film/TV rights: Available

Deborah Frances-White is the creator and host of the hugely
popular comedy podcast THE GUILTY FEMINIST (Gold at
the British Podcast Awards in 2020, and over 60 million
downloads). She is also a screenwriter and stand-up comedian
– an Edinburgh Fringe regular – and regularly speaks at
corporate seminars about diversity and inclusion.
THE GUILTY FEMINIST podcast discusses topics that “all
21st-century feminists agree on” whilst confessing the “buts” –
the insecurities, hypocrisies, and fears that undermine the 21stcentury feminist’s lofty principles. THE GUILTY FEMINIST
– THE SIX CONVERSATIONS WE ARE FRIGHTENED
TO HAVE similarly tries to push past that fear of saying the
wrong thing, in order to build muscle in tough discussions in
which nobody’s really an expert, or can be assured that they’ll
get it exactly right. Deborah wants people to relax, be brave,
and see the funny side to their stumbles and misfires – all whilst
trying to reach a point of connection and understanding.
THE GUILTY FEMINIST – SIX CONVERSATIONS WE
ARE FRIGHTENED TO HAVE covers topics like free
speech, comedy as a tool of exclusion and inclusion, gender
nonconformity, and cancel culture – and all in Deborah
Frances-White’s trademark witty, compassionate, flaws-and-all
approach.

Deborah Frances-White is the creator and host of the 60million-download hit podcast The Guilty Feminist. She is a
stand-up comedian best known for her BBC Radio 4 show
Deborah Frances-White Rolls the Dice which won The Writers
Guild Award of Great Britain for Best Radio Comedy. She is
also a screenwriter and regularly speaks to businesses about
diversity and inclusion.
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DID I SAY THAT OUT LOUD?
Jane Garvey and Fi Glover
In DID I SAY THAT OUT LOUD? Jane Garvey and Fi
Glover offer a series of essays interspersed with the waspish
asides for which they are beloved, with witty musings on their
lives, from pet deaths and garden hose repairs to the gender pay
gap and the trouble with HRT patches.
Their book promises to take mid-life by its elasticated waist and
give it a brisk going over with a stiff brush.
At a time of constant uncertainty, what we all need is the
wisdom and experience of two women who haven’t got a clue
what’s happening either.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Trapeze (September 2021)
Material: Manuscript due in May
Length: 272 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Jane Garvey has worked in broadcasting since 1987. She was
the first voice on BBC Radio 5 Live when it began broadcasting
and presented the station’s award-winning Breakfast and Drive
programmes with Peter Allen. In 2007 she moved not just to
Radio 4, but to Woman’s Hour - and discovered she’d have to
prove herself all over again. Just as listeners began to adjust to
her, she decided she had better leave before it was too late. She
credits Fortunately – the hit podcast she does with Fi Glover –
with saving her sanity.
Fi Glover is currently the voice behind The Listening Project
on BBC Radio 4, and My Perfect Country for the BBC World
Service. She’s worked at BBC Radio 5 Live for seven years,
helming shows like Sunday Service, with Charlie Whelan and
Andrew Pierce, Late Night Live, and the Afternoon Show,
before moving to BBC Radio 4 as the host of Broadcasting
House. Fi is the founder of Sound Women, a lobby group that
campaigns for parity in the broadcasting industry. She now
‘chunters waspishly along’ with co-host Jane Garvey about
fellow BBC talent and their own lives on Fortunately.
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Autobiography

SPIDERWOMAN
Lady Hale
Lady Hale has been an inspirational figure to many people for
years – for her achievements in the law, for the causes she has
championed, and for her passionate views on access to the law
as a profession. She is the former President of the Supreme
Court and came to national prominence due to her historic and
dramatic role in determining the 2019 prorogation of
Parliament to be unlawful.

Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: Bodley Head (October 2021)
Material: Manuscript due in May
Length: 320 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Called to the Bar in 1969, she spent almost twenty years in
academia alongside working part-time as a barrister. In 1984,
she became the first woman and the youngest person to be
appointed to the Law Commission. During her nine years there,
she would oversee critical reforms in family law. She was
appointed Deputy President of the Supreme Court in 2013, and
served as President from 2017 to 2020.
SPIDER WOMAN is the story of how a little girl from a little
school in a little village in North Yorkshire became the most
senior Judge in the United Kingdom – when all the previous
holders had been men from public school backgrounds with
stellar careers as barristers. It is the story of how she found that
she could cope. And it shows how other women and people
from similarly small beginnings, without any connections or
obvious advantages, will find that they can cope too.

Brenda Hale, Rt Hon Baroness Hale of Richmond DBE
studied Law at Girton College, Cambridge. She was called to
the Bar in 1969 and spent almost twenty years in academia
alongside working as a part-time barrister. In 1984, Lady Hale
became the first woman and the youngest person to be
appointed to the Law Commission. During her nine years there,
she would oversee critical reforms in family law. She was
appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1989. Lady Hale became a judge
in the Family Division of the High Court of Justice in 1994 and
in 2004 was made the United Kingdom’s first woman Lord of
Appeal in Ordinary. She was appointed Deputy President of the
Supreme Court in 2013, and ultimately served as President from
2017 to 2020.
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Narrative Non Fiction

BROWN GIRL LIKE ME
Jaspreet Kaur
BROWN GIRL LIKE ME explores what it is to be a brown,
British feminist today. This agenda-setting debut will ask
questions such as; how can you be a brown feminist without
rejecting your own culture, and fitting into what Western
feminist standards dictate? How do you remain true to who you
are while trying to navigate a white male-dominated workspace?
Why are Asian girls the second highest performing group of
students in the country, yet this isn’t reflected in wider
institutions?
Agent: Florence Rees
UK: Bluebird (February 2022)
Material: Manuscript due in April
Film/TV rights: Available

Covering topics from mental health and menstruation stigma to
education and cultural appropriation, Jaspreet weaves together
a myriad of voices, with each chapter chronicling personal
anecdotes alongside one-to-one interviews around brown
feminism.
Both a toolkit and call-to-arms for Asian girls and young
women, BROWN GIRL LIKE ME will inspire and push
forward discussions around race, gender, privilege and identity
in Britain.

Also known as ‘Behind the Netra’ for her poetry, Jaspreet
Kaur is a teacher and spoken word artist from east London. She
has performed at prestigious venues, appeared regularly as a
commentator on the BBC and Sunday Morning Live, and
provides workshops and motivational talks. She is an
ambassador for The Girls Network and Time to Change, and
worked with the UN on their He for She campaign. She won
the Asian Women of Achievement Award and the We Are the
City Rising Star Award in 2017.
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TRAITOR KING
Andrew Lownie
TRAITOR KING looks at the years when the former king, the
Duke of Windsor, was kept in exile feuding with his family over
status for his wife and denied any real job.
Drawing on extensive research into hitherto unused archives
and Freedom of Information requests, among other
revelations, TRAITOR KING makes the case that the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor were not the naïve dupes of the
Germans but actively intrigued against Britain in both war and
peace, that the Duke tried to shutdown an enquiry into the
murder of his friend Harry Oakes, uncovers the probable
existence of their illegitimate children and makes clear the
likelihood of their liaisons outside their marriage
Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Bonnier (September 2021)
Material: Manuscript due in June
Previous Publication: The
Mountbattens (2019)
Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Andrew Lownie:
‘Lownie has achieved something special – a page-turner which is also a
carefully researched work of history.’ – Spectator
‘Lownie has written a very enjoyable biography of two remarkable people
and their even more remarkable marriage.’ – Daily Mail
‘By dint of prodigious research, Lownie has stripped away the accretions of
fable and fiction to give us an unvarnished double portrait. It is vivid, well
balanced and often sympathetic.’ – Literary Review

Andrew Lownie was educated at Magdalene College,
Cambridge, before taking his Masters and doctorate at
Edinburgh University. A Fellow of the Royal Historical Society
and former visiting fellow of Churchill College, Cambridge, he
has run his own literary agency since 1988.
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WRITING IN THE DARK
Bloomsbury, the Blitz, and Horizon Magazine
Will Loxley
Amid the sleepless nights of constant explosion and gunfire,
and the discomfort, grief and primordial fear, the little office at
6 Lansdowne Terrace seemed to hold intact everything that was
great or beautiful about human life.
As the streetlamps flickered out and lights were obscured
behind brown-paper screens, a subdued atmosphere took hold
of London in 1939. Cloistered in pubs and gloomy sitting
rooms, London’s young writers and artists faced being sent to
the front, trading their paintbrushes and pens for the weapons
of war. In WRITING IN THE DARK, Will Loxley conjures
up this brooding world and tells the story of the defiant
magazine Horizon, which sprung up against the odds.
Agent: Victoria Hobbs
UK: W&N (July 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 256 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Interweaving the personal histories of the magazine’s leaders –
Cyril Connolly, George Orwell and the poets Dylan Thomas
and Stephen Spender – with their poetry, prose and letters, Will
brings us into these writers’ homes and into the shabby offices
at 6 Lansdowne Terrace. He evokes a lost generation of women
whose work on Horizon has gone unsung.
WRITING IN THE DARK transforms our impression of
Bloomsbury as a byword for wealth and exclusivity, as the
passing decades made it more diverse, influenced by the chaotic
nocturnal culture of nearby Soho and Fitzrovia. Capturing the
literary life of the Second World War, Will fuses the exhausted
melancholy in the aftermath of the Blitz with changes in the
writers’ own lives, as they moved from city to countryside, from
youth to middle age.

Will Loxley was born in London and brought up on the
Suffolk coast. He studied at Newcastle University before
joining the Creative Writing course at University of Oxford. He
now writes about the strange and wonderful worlds of modern
British literature.
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Essays

MANTEL PIECES
Hilary Mantel
In 1987, when Hilary Mantel was first published in the London
Review of Books, she wrote to the editor, Karl Miller, ‘I have no
critical training whatsoever, so I am forced to be more brisk and
breezy than scholarly.’ This collection of twenty reviews, essays
and pieces of memoir from the next three decades, tells the
story of what happened next.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Fourth Estate and LRB (October
2020)
Translation rights sold:
Dutch: Meridiaan
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 352 pages

Her subjects range far and wide: Robespierre and Danton, the
Hite report, Saudi Arabia where she lived for four years in the
1980s, the Bulger case, John Osborne and the Virgin Mary as
well as the pop icon Madonna and a brilliant examination of
Helen Duncan, Britain’s last witch. There are essays about Jane
Boleyn, Charles Brandon, Christopher Marlowe and Margaret
Pole, which display the astonishing insight into the Tudor mind
we are familiar with from the bestselling WOLF HALL trilogy.
Her famous lecture, ‘Royal Bodies’, which caused a media
frenzy, explores the place of royal women in society and our
imagination. Here too are some of her LRB diaries, including
her first meeting with her stepfather and a confrontation with a
circus strongman.
Constantly illuminating, always penetrating and often very
funny, interleaved with letters and other ephemera gathered
from the archive, MANTEL PIECES is an irresistible selection
from one of our greatest living writers.

Film/TV rights: Available

Hilary Mantel is the author of fourteen books and twice
winner of the Man Booker Prize for her best-selling novels,
WOLF HALL, and its sequel, BRING UP THE BODIES – an
unprecedented achievement. The Royal Shakespeare Company
adapted WOLF HALL and BRING UP THE BODIES for the
stage to colossal critical acclaim and a BBC/Masterpiece sixpart adaption of the novels was broadcast in 2015.
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MURDER: THE BIOGRAPHY
Kate Morgan
Brilliant, gruesome and fascinating, MURDER: THE
BIOGRAPHY explores how the law of murder in the UK has
changed over the decades and centuries. How did we get from
Edward the Confessor’s edict that murder – or rather
‘murdrum’ – should be a crime in English law in the eleventh
century to the definition of homicide in the twenty-first century,
which covers a multitude of scenarios including manslaughter,
corporate manslaughter, death by dangerous driving and
questions of insanity and diminished responsibility?

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Mudlark/HarperCollins (April
2021)
Translation rights sold:
Japanese: Soshisha
Material: Manuscript
Film/TV rights: Available

Lawyer and writer Kate Morgan is our guide on this dark and
macabre journey as she unpicks and recounts the stories that
have contributed to UK homicide law today – from the big
corporate killer to the unknown, motley cast of vengeful
spouses, sloppy doctors, abused partners and shoddy employers
who have also contributed to its standing. Alongside
defendants like Ruth Ellis (the last woman to be hanged in the
UK), and the companies facing prosecution for corporate
manslaughter in the courts today, we’ll learn of the likes of
Richard Parker, the cannibalized cabin boy whose death led the
Victorian courts to outlaw the defence of necessity to murder;
the strange story of Daniel M’Naghten and the ‘M’Naghten
Rules’, which we still employ to define the criminally insane in
law courts today; of how the law of provocation dates back to
a drunken brawl in the Tower of London in the early eighteenth
century; and of Dr Percy Bateman, the incompetent GP whose
actions changed the law on manslaughter.
Totally gripping and brilliantly told, this wonderful book is a
gruesome and macabre portrait of the history and meaning of
our modern law of murder.

After qualifying as a lawyer, Kate Morgan specialised in
defending criminal prosecutions in the water industry. She now
works as a consultant for the water industry in London and has
also lectured in law at Birmingham City University.
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Popular Science

THE RAG AND BONE SHOP
How We Make Memories and Memories Make
Us
Veronica O’Keane
A twinge of sadness, a rush of love, a knot of loss, a whiff of
regret. Memories have the power to move us, often when we
least expect it, a sign of the complex neural process that
continues in the background of our everyday lives. A process
that shapes us: filtering the world around us, informing our
behaviour and feeding our imagination.
How do our brains store – and then conjure up – past
experiences?

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Allen Lane/Penguin Press
(February 2021)
US: Norton (April 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Simplified: Chongquing
University Press
Chinese Complex: Lumières Publishing
Dutch: Het Spectrum
Japanese: Chikuma Shobo
Korean: Random House Korea
Lithuanian: Alma Littera
Romanian: Lifestyle
Russian: Eksmo
Spanish: Siruela
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 288 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

As a practising psychiatrist, Veronica O’Keane has spent many
years observing what happens when this process is disrupted by
mental illness and the experiences of her patients have provided
startling insights into how memory determines how we
function in the world.
Drawing on these poignant cases and much more, from
literature and fairy tales, she uses the latest neuroscientific
research to illuminate the role of psychiatry today and the
extraordinary puzzle that is our human brain.
‘This cogent, meticulously researched book deserves to win the Baillie
Gifford or Wellcome Prize.’ – Spectator
‘A fascinating investigation… O’Keane’s warm personality shines through
her writing. Her mind is rich, burgeoning, tangential.’ – Guardian
Veronica O’Keane is a long-standing psychiatrist working in
the public health services. She is a Professor of Psychiatry at
Trinity College Dublin where she leads a research programme
in depression. Her research starts with an examination of the
patient’s subjective experiences and she translates these
experiences into pathology in brain and body systems. Another
central theme in her work is how childhood adversity modifies
these systems. She is also a public commentator, a mother of
two and a passionate open-sea swimmer.
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THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE
Diana Preston
Twenty-four year old Darwin is less interested in becoming a
vicar than in studying nature in all its puzzling variety. Slightly
by accident he is chosen by Fitzroy, the navy’s youngest and
most brilliant captain, to survey South America, Patagonia, up
the Chile coast and off to the Galapagos islands to study its
flora and fauna and chart God’s work.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
US: Grove Atlantic
Material: Manuscript due in May
Previous Publications: Yalta (2019),
Paradise in Chains (2018), A Higher Form
of Killing (2015), The Dark Defile (2012),
Cleopatra and Antony (2008), A Teardrop
on the Cheek of Time (2007), Before the
Fall-Out (2005), A Pirate of Exquisite
Mind (2004), Wilful Murder (2002), The
Boxer Rebellion (1999), A First Rate
Tragedy (1997)
Film/TV rights: Available

They take with them the surviving Patagonian natives whom
Fitzroy had brought back to London on his previous trip, so
that they may implant their newly adopted civilised Christian
values back amongst their naked and deplorable
Fuegian people. But none of this goes according to plan:
Fitzroy’s Fuegians soon strip back to savagery, and Darwin’s
search for the secrets of creation pieces together, in a series of
epic journeys around and across the continent, a pattern of vast
geological processes, a trail of endless species that have long
died out, and a host of other clues that everything in the world
is subject to steady ecological change, vast in duration and
indifferent to Christian morality.
Darwin spends the next 30 years uncomfortably building up his
theory of natural selection; Fitzroy is increasingly furious with
him for disowning God’s purpose. This enthralling five year
voyage is where humanity discovers its origins and confronts its
probable future.
Praise for Diana Preston:
‘Comprehensive in scope, cogently written and amply detailed.’ – Wall
Street Journal
‘Preston is an authority on her subject… A lucid study.’ – Telegraph
Diana Preston is an Oxford educated historian and author.
Diana’s earlier books include the acclaimed BEFORE THE
FALLOUT: FROM MARIE CURIE TO HIROSHIMA which
won the Los Angeles Times Prize for Science and Technology
and WILFUL MURDER: THE SINKING OF THE
LUSITANIA which was made into a full-length TV movie by
the BBC and American, French and German networks.
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Self-help

PLEASE YOURSELF
How to Stop People-Pleasing and Transform the
Way You Live
Emma Reed Turrell
The Courage to be Disliked meets The Subtle Art of Not
Giving a F*ck: PLEASE YOURSELF is an essential,
inspirational, wise and forgiving book that will liberate the
people-pleaser inside us all.
Reed Turrell is a psychotherapist who works with peoplepleasers every day in her clinical practice: clients wrestling with
the complicated dilemmas of a life in which you can’t please
everyone, but you don’t yet have the permission you need to
please yourself.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: 4th Estate (April 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Brazil: Companhia das Letras
Chinese Simplified: China Youth Book
Chinese Complex: Cité Publishing
Dutch: Luitingh-Sijthoff
German: Bastei Lübbe
Italian: Sonzogno di Marsilio
Polish: Muza
Romanian: Trei
Russian: Eksmo
Material: Manuscript

In this ground-breaking and reassuring book, she presents an
alternative to people-pleasing. Through the stories of peoplepleasers across all walks of life she offers insights and
techniques that will help readers understand themselves more
fully and live more authentically. Her aim is to help us care
better for others, without taking on their problems, through
caring better for ourselves.
‘Utterly brilliant. If you’re a people-pleaser (and you probably are) this
book will change your life.’ – Elizabeth Day
‘I absolutely loved this book. Informative, entertaining and empowering.’
– Emma Gannon
‘A helpful, reassuring book that will give you insight into discovering your
no is even more valuable than your yes.’ – Julia Samuel

Length: 272 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Emma Reed Turrell grew up in Portsmouth and went on to
read English at Cambridge University. Following ten years
working in business, in sales and marketing roles, Emma
returned to her earlier passion for psychology and mental
health. That took her on the path to becoming a
psychotherapist. She now runs a busy private practice alongside
writing and training. Emma lives in Winchester with her
husband, two children and golden retriever.
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HOGARTH
Life in Progress
Jacqueline Riding
On a warm Friday night in 1732, a rowdy group of friends set
out from a pub. They are beginning a ‘peregrination’ that will
take them through the scurrilous streets of Georgian London
and down the Thames as far as the Isle of Sheppey. And among
them is an up-and-coming engraver and painter, just beginning
to make a name for himself: William Hogarth.
Hogarth’s work has come to define early-Georgian Britain; and
it speaks to us with equal relevance today. Here, for the first
time in over twenty years, Jacqueline Riding brings the artist –
and his world – to vivid and detailed life.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Profile (April 2021)

Following in his own footsteps, HOGARTH illuminates an
ambitious self-made man, a philanthropist, satirist, devoted
husband and an artist who aspired to the highest principles even
while charting humanity’s lowest vices.

Material: Manuscript
Length: 520 pages
Previous Publications: Peterloo (2018),
Jacobites (2016)
Film/TV rights: Available

Praise for Jacqueline Riding:
‘Careful, closely researched… A fascinating and moving story.’ – The
Sunday Times
‘Quite simply magnificent: splendidly researched, thoroughly well written,
and very difficult to put down.’ – Guardian
‘Clear-minded and readable.’ – TLS

Dr Jacqueline Riding is the author of JACOBITES: A NEW
HISTORY OF THE ’45 REBELLION. Former curator of the
Palace of Westminster and Director of the Handel House
Museum, she is a historical adviser on feature films, including
Mike Leigh’s Mr. Turner and Peterloo.
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NATIONAL TREASURES
The True Story of How a Bunch of Men and
Women Saved Britain’s Art in World War II
Caroline Shenton

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: John Murray (November 2021)
Material: Manuscript due in April
Length: 400 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

As Hitler prepared to invade Poland during the sweltering
summer of 1939, men and women from across London’s
museums, galleries and archives formulated ingenious plans to
send the nation’s highest prized objects to safety. Using stately
homes, tube tunnels, slate mines, castles, prisons, stone quarries
and even their own homes, a dedicated bunch of unlikely misfits
packed up the nation’s greatest treasures and, in a race against
time, dispatched them throughout the country on a series of
top-secret wartime adventures.
NATIONAL TREASURES highlights a moment from our
history when an unlikely coalition of mild-mannered civil
servants, social oddballs and metropolitan aesthetes became the
front line in the heritage war against Hitler. Caroline Shenton
shares the interwoven lives of ordinary people who kept calm
and carried on in the most extraordinary of circumstances in
their efforts to save the Nation’s historic identity.
Praise for Caroline Shenton:
‘Vividly written… An authoritative and lively account.’ – The Sunday
Times
‘One of the many achievements of Shenton’s scholarly but gripping account
is to revive, in all its intricacy and richness, the ghost of one of London’s
greatest lost treasures.’ – Guardian
‘A glorious micro-history… Shenton has a terrific eye for fine detail.’ –
Daily Telegraph
Dr Caroline Shenton was Director of the Parliamentary
Archives at Westminster, where she worked for eighteen years.
Prior to this she was a senior archivist at the National Archives,
and she is currently a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and
the Royal Historical Society. She has written for the Guardian,
the London Review of Books, and reviewed books for the Spectator.
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HITLER’S AMERICAN GAMBLE
Pearl Harbor and the German March to Global
War
Brendan Simms and Charlie Laderman
This gripping book dramatizes the extraordinarily compressed
and terrifying period between the surprise Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor and Hitler’s declaration of war on the United
States. These five days transformed much of the world and have
shaped our own experience ever since.
Simms and Laderman’s aim in the book is to show how this
agonising period had no inevitability about it and that
innumerable outcomes were possible. Key leaders around the
world were taking decisions with often poor and confused
information, under overwhelming pressure and knowing that
they could be facing personal and national disaster. And yet,
there were also long-standing assumptions that shaped these
decisions, both consciously and unconsciously.

Agent: Bill Hamilton

HITLER’S AMERICAN GAMBLE is a superb work of
history, both as an explanation for the course taken by the
Second World War and as a study in statecraft and political
choices.

UK: Allen Lane (October 2021)
US: Basic Books (October 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Chinese Simplified: Ginkgo
Croatian: under offer
German: DVA
Italian: under offer
Material: Manuscript
Length: 304 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Brendan Simms is Professor of the History of International
Relations at the University of Cambridge. His major books
include UNFINEST HOUR: Britain and the Destruction of
Bosnia (shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize), EUROPE:
The Struggle for Supremacy, 1453 to the Present, which was
published in 2013 to extraordinary reviews, and HITLER: Only
the World Was Enough, which was published in 2019.
Charlie Laderman is Lecturer in International History at
King’s College London and a Harrington Faculty Fellow at the
Clements Center for National Security, University of Texas,
Austin. He is the author of SHARING THE BURDEN:
Armenia, Humanitarian Intervention and the Search for an
Anglo-America Alliance, and co-author of DONALD
TRUMP: The Making of a World View.
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ROUGH
Rachel Thompson
A bad hookup.
It’s not rape but... a sex game gone wrong.
Rape-adjacent.
Every woman has a ‘rough sex’ story. A story where a sexual
experience turned nasty, where something happened that felt
degrading, where their sexual partner did something they didn’t
want. Maybe they told a friend about it, maybe they kept it to
themselves. The normalisation of these prevalent violent sexual
experiences is causing long-lasting and life-threatening harm to
women, and our silence on the matter is perpetuating the
problem.
Agent: Florence Rees
UK: Square Peg (August 2021)
Translation rights sold:
Russian: Eksmo
Material: Proposal. Manuscript due in
April
Length: 352 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Unwanted, violent and degrading acts during consensual sex are
becoming increasingly normalised, with nearly a third of
women in Britain reported to have endured such experiences.
More shockingly, at least 60 women have been killed by men
claiming they ‘consented’ to violent sex since 1972. These
experiences don’t make the news. Instead, they happen in the
privacy of women’s bedrooms, behind closed doors. The time
has come for us to speak out.
In this crucial and groundbreaking read, Mashable journalist
Rachel Thompson brings together the latest scientific research,
commentary from leading experts on the topic and interviews
with over 50 women about their experiences, to explore what
rough sex looks and feels like, the long-lasting damage it causes,
and how we go about changing it, for good.

Rachel Thompson is a journalist specialising in reporting on
sex, relationships, and gender. Rachel is the senior culture
reporter at Mashable, and has written for The Sunday Times, CNN,
ELLE, the Telegraph, and HuffPost. She is also the host of History
Becomes Her podcast, which explores the inspiring stories
behind women currently making history.
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THIS SOVEREIGN ISLE
Britain In and Out of Europe
Robert Tombs

#3 on the
SUNDAY
TIMES
BESTSELLER
LIST

Geography comes before history. Islands cannot have the same
history as continental plains. The United Kingdom is a
European country, but not the same kind of European country
as Germany, Poland or Hungary. For most of the 150 centuries
during which Britain has been inhabited it has been on the edge,
culturally and literally, of mainland Europe.

Agent: Bill Hamilton
UK: Allen Lane (January 2021)
Material: Finished Copies
Length: 224 pages
Previous Publications: The English
and Their History (2014), That Sweet
Enemy (2007)
Film/TV rights: Available

In this succinct book, Tombs shows that the decision to leave
the EU is historically explicable – though not made historically
inevitable – by Britain’s very different historical experience,
especially in the twentieth century, and because of our more
extensive and deeper ties outside Europe. He challenges the
orthodox view that Brexit was due solely to British or English
exceptionalism: in choosing to leave the EU, the British, he
argues, were in many ways voting as typical Europeans.
‘Confident… surprising and original… with elegant wit, he punctures
myth after myth.’ – The Sunday Times
‘A short, punchy, eloquent statement from such a distinguished historian.’
– Guardian
‘Tombs is a historian of rare elegance and puckish wit.’ – Financial
Times
‘Bracing stuff, and very convincing.’ – Spectator
Robert Tombs is Emeritus Professor of French History at
Cambridge, and a Fellow of St John’s College. Most of his
writing and teaching has been on French and European history
and on Franco-British relations, for which he was awarded the
Palmes Académiques by the French government. Since his
foray into English history, with the publication of THE
ENGLISH AND THEIR HISTORY in 2014, he has become
a frequent commentator on contemporary issues, and is coeditor of the pro-Brexit academic website Briefings for Britain.
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ALL IN IT TOGETHER
England in the Early 21st Century
Alwyn Turner
The headlines may be all Covid now, as a few short months ago
they were all Brexit, but the breakdown of the UK’s political
sphere has been a long time coming, and it is a symptom of a
much deeper malaise. We seem to have lost our faith in all our
social institutions, from parliament and the press to banking
and religion.
ALL IN IT TOGETHER tracks the spread of this wider
disillusionment over the years 2000 to 2015 in a fast-paced
cultural, political and social history that will be required reading
for years to come.

Agent: Euan Thorneycroft
UK: Profile (June 2021)
Material: Manuscript
Length: 384 pages
Film/TV rights: Available

Drawing on both high politics and low culture, Alwyn Turner
takes us from Downing Street to Benefits Street as he tells the
defining story of contemporary Britain. From key issues such
as immigration and the Scottish independence referendum, to
grime, Grindr and the smoking ban, ALL IN IT TOGETHER
is brilliantly researched, intellectually stimulating and hugely
entertaining.
Praise for Alwyn Turner:
‘Tremendously entertaining… The stories are just so good, and so funny.’
– The Sunday Times
‘Vivid, brilliantly researched… acutely intelligent.’ – New Statesman
‘Turner has certainly hit upon a rich and fascinating subject, and his
intertwining of political and cultural history is brilliantly done... This is a
masterful work of social history and cultural commentary, told with much
wit. It almost makes you feel as if you were there.’ – Mail on Sunday
‘Well-researched and witty.’ – Financial Times
Alwyn Turner is best known for his trilogy of books about
Britain in the last decades of the 20th century. He has appeared
on Panorama, The Moral Maze, Today and Richard and Judy,
and written for the Daily Telegraph, the Guardian and the Financial
Times.
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