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Womenôs Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie 
 
UK: Little, Brown (November 2021)
  
US: St Martinõs Press (Spring 2022) 
 
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Previous Publications: Meet Me in 
Bombay (2020), Island in the East (2018), 
Beneath a Burning Sky (2016) 
 
Film/TV rights: Available 
 

UNDER THE GOLDEN SUN  
 

Jenny Ashcroft 
 

Wanted: companion to escort a young, orphaned child home to Australia. 
All expenses as well as passage covered. 

Interested parties to apply without delay to 32 Williams Street, 
Belgravia. 

 
London, 1941. There are so many reasons Rose Hamilton 
should ignore the advertisement: the war, those treacherous 
seas, her family, her fiancé... but she cannot help herself. Within 
weeks, she is boarding an enormous convoy, already too 
attached to five-year-old Walter Lucknow. 
 
But rural Queensland, and the big house with the rolling hills 
where Walter was born, is not as either of them were told to 
expect. Rose cannot leave this little boy until he is happy and 
settled, and she knows the key to this is Walterõs wounded 
fighter pilot uncle Max. 
 
But how will she ever part with Walter? And what if he isnõt the 
only reason she wants to stay? 

 
 
Praise for Jenny Ashcroft: 
 

ôMoving and beautifully written, this enchanting story of love and loss 
touched my heart.õ ð Dinah Jefferies  
 
ôEmotional, evocative and enthralling.õ ð Kate Furnivall  
 
ôAn epic, bittersweet love story that will draw you in and grip you to the 
last page.õ ð Gill Paul 
 
ôWell written, beautifully described and terribly exciting. I loved this page-
turning adventure with a moving love story at its heart.õ ð Tracy Rees 

 

 
Jenny Ashcroft lives in Brighton with her husband and three 
children. She studied history at university, has always been 
fascinated by the past ð and loves nothing more than reliving it 
through a great book. 
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Womenôs Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Oli Munson 
 
UK: Bonnier/Zaffre (August 2021)
  
Material: Manuscript  
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Previous Publications: The Woman in 
the Photograph (2019), The Curious Heart 
of Ailsa Rae (2018), Lost For Words 
(2017) 
 
Film/TV  rights: Available 
 

NOBODYõS PERFECT 
 

Stephanie Butland 

 
When her daughter was born with Cystic Fibrosis, Kate 
Micklethwaite vowed that she would never be defined by the 
illness. She is determined that Daisy will be known as the little 
girl who loves butterflies and French pastry and nothing else. 
Yet, somehow, Kate has started defining herself by the way 
others see her: the single parent, the source of small-town 
scandal, the Oxbridge drop-out, the former mistress; half a 
family. 
 
So when Daisy starts at primary school and Kate meets her new 
teacher, the charming and kind Mr Spencer Swanson, she 
suddenly hopes that her future and her definition are about to 
change. As they get to know each other Kate falls for him hard 
and fast but soon notices that people are whispering behind her 
back once more. 
 
Kate hopes sheõs finally found her happy ending with Mr Right 
but she might be about to learn that nobodyõs perfecté 

 
 

Praise for Stephanie Butland: 
 
ôUtterly wonderfulé quirky, heart-warming and emotionalé loved it!!õ 
ð Liz Fenwick  
 
ôI love it so much. Moving, funny, romantic. Utterly engagingé impossible 
to put down.õ ð Katie Fforde  
 
ôA lovely, heartbreaking story of second chances. Her characters are so 
vulnerable, so unsure of themselves and at the same time so lovable. I love 
this unusual story.õ ð Bookseller 
 
ôAn appealing character with a fascinating hinterland.õ ð Daily Mail  
 
 

Stephanie Butland is the author of beloved bookshop tale 
LOST FOR WORDS. Stephanie lives with her family near the 
sea in the North-East of England. When sheõs not writing, she 
trains people to think more creatively. For fun, she reads, knits, 
sews, bakes and spins. 
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Cosy Crime  

 
 
Agent: Oli Munson 
 
UK: Pan Macmillan (April 2021)
  
Translation rights sold:  
French: La Bête noire/Robert Laffont 
 
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 432 pages 
 
Previous Publications: Date With 
Danger (2020), Date With Poison (2019), 
Date With Mystery (2018), Date With 
Malice (2017), Date With Death (2017) 
 

DATE WITH DECEIT  
Book #6 in the DALES DETECTIVE series 
 

Julia Chapman 

 
A woman in tears in the Dales Detective Agency is never the 
best way to start the week. But when that woman is the wife of 
Bernard Taylor, town mayor and eminent businessman, there is 
even more cause for alarm. So when Nancy Taylor asks the 
detectives to investigate whether her husband is having an 
affair, Samson OõBrien and Delilah Metcalfe know they will 
have to tread carefully.  
 
The case however, proves to be more complex than even they 
had imagined. While Delilah is undercover at a local shoot to 
better keep tabs on the errant husband, she is on the scene for 
a fatal incident that sends the town into turmoil. Soon the 
detective duo are embroiled in a far more serious investigation 
than mere infidelity as they discover that deceit is rife in 
Bruncliffe. And it may well prove deadlyé 
 

 

 

Praise for Julia Chapman: 
 
ôGreat fun!õ ð Carol Drinkwater 
 
ôA delightful read.õ ð Dalesman 
 
ôBags of Yorkshire charm and wit.õ ð Northern Echo 
 
 
 
Julia Chapman is the pseudonym of Julia Stagg who has had 
five novels, THE FOGAS CHRONICLES, published by 
Hodder. Although born in the UK, Julia was cursed from a 
young age with itchy feet and has lived abroad most of her adult 
life. She has worked as a waitress, ôcheck-out-chickõ, bookseller, 
pawnbroker and as a teacher of English as a Foreign Language. 
She currently divides her time between the Ariège and the 
Yorkshire Dales and is a full-time writer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In  
production  
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Septembre 
Productions  

in France 

Over 130,000 
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in France 
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Historical Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Victoria Hobbs 
 
UK: Welbeck (April 2021)  
 
Material: Manuscript  
 
Film/TV  rights: Available 
 
 

THE ASYLUM  
 

Karen Coles 
 

1906: Being a woman is dangerous, being different is deadly. 
 
Maud Lovell has been at Angelton Lunatic Asylum for five 
years. She is not sure how she came to be there and knows 
nothing beyond its four walls. She is hysterical, distressed, 
untrustworthy. Badly unstable and prone to violence. Or so she 
has been told. 
 
When a new doctor arrives, keen to experiment with the 
revolutionary practice of medical hypnosis, Maud's lack of 
history makes her the perfect case study. But as Doctor 
Dimmond delves deeper into the past, it becomes clear that 
confinement and high doses are there to keep her silent. 
 
When Maud finally remembers what has been done to her, and 
by whom, her mind turns to her past and to revenge. 

 
 

 

 

 

Karen Coles was born in Taplow, Berkshire to rather nomadic 
parents. Countryside walks with her father instilled in her a 
lifelong love of nature, particularly wild plants, insects and 
amphibians. Karen studied Fine Art and Aesthetics at Cardiff 
and is a painter and sculptor. As a child she was a voracious 
reader of fairy tales, myths and legends, and this led to a 
fascination with dark, Gothic literature. She now lives in Wales, 
not far from a town which once had three Victorian asylums. 
Their history inspired the writing of her first novel, THE 
ASYLUM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 Womenôs Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie 
 
UK: Avon (March 2021)  
 
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Previous Publications: The Forbidden 
Promise (2020), The Forgotten Village 
(2019) 
 
Film/TV  rights: Available 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GIRL FROM THE ISLAND  
 

Lorna Cook 

 
A world at war. 

 
One woman will risk everything. 

 
Another will uncover her story. 

 
1940: When the island of Guernsey is invaded by the Nazis, two 
sisters are determined to rebel in any way they can. But when 
forced to take in a German soldier, they are shocked to find a 
familiar face on their doorstep ð a childhood friend who has 
now become their enemy. 
 
2016: Two generations later, Lucy returns to Guernsey after the 
death of a distant relative. As she prepares the old family house 
for sale, she discovers a box of handwritten notes, one word 
standing out: resistance. Lucyõs search for the author will 
uncover the story of a forgotten sister who vanished from the 
island one night, never to be seen again. 

 
 

Praise for Lorna Cook: 

ôKept me turning the pages eagerly through both storylines. A real treat!õ ð 
Tracy Rees 

ôA compelling family drama full of dark secrets, twists and turns and a 
wonderfully romantic love story.õ ð Nikola Scott 

ôCompelling, dramatic, with a great twist, this is a brilliant tale.õ ð Jenny 
Ashcroft  

ôBeautifully written, it is both a captivating love story and a page-turning 
mystery filled with unexpected twists. I loved it.õ ð Elisabeth Gifford 

 
 

Lorna Cook was previously a journalist, writing for magazines 
owned by the Daily Mail and Associated Press, before moving into 
PR. Now working part-time, she is concentrating on her writing 
and is a member of the Romantic Novelistsõ Association New 
Writersõ Scheme. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner of the 
RNA Joan 

Hessayon Award 
 

(The Forgotten 
Village) 
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Historical Crime  

 
 
Agent: Euan Thorneycroft 
 
UK: Hodder & Stoughton (April 2021)
  
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Film/TV rights: Available 
 
 

A COMEDY OF TERRORS 
 

Lindsey Davis 

 
Saturnalia, the Romansõ mid-December feast, is nominally to 
celebrate the sunõs rebirth, but invariably becomes a drunken 
riot. Flavia Albia needs a case to investigate, but all work is 
paused. 
 
The Aventine is full of fracturing families. Wives plot to leave 
their husbands, husbands plot to spend more time with their 
mistresses. Masters must endure slaves taking obscene liberties, 
while aggressive slaves are learning to ape dangerous masters. 
But no one wants to hire an investigator during the holiday. 
 
Albia is lumped with her own domestic stress: overexcited 
children and bilious guests, too many practical jokes, and her 
magistrate husband Tiberius preoccupied with local strife. He 
fears a Nut War. Nuts are both the snack and missile of choice 
of tipsy celebrants, so there is a fortune to be made. This year a 
hustling gang from the past is horning in on the action. 
 
As the deadly menace strikes even closer to home, and with law 
and order paused for partying, Albia and Tiberius must go it 
alone. The Emperor has promised the people a spectacular 
entertainment ð but Domitian himself is a target for the old 
criminalsõ new schemes. Can the Undying Sun survive the 
winter solstice, or will criminal darkness descend upon Rome? 

 
 

Praise for Lindsey Davis:  
 
ôDavisõs prose is a lively joy, and Flaviaõs Rome is sinister and gloriously 
real.õ ð The Times  
 
ôDavisõs squalid, vibrant Rome is as pleasurable as ever.õ ð Guardian 
 
ôA delicious and very different mystery series set in ancient Rome.õ ð TLS  
 
 
Lindsey Davis was born and brought up in Birmingham, read 
English at Oxford, then joined the civil service, which she left 
in 1985. She has now been a historical novelist for nearly thirty 
years. Her books have been translated into many languages and 
dramatized on BBC Radio 4. 
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General Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Florence Rees 
 
UK: Trapeze (Summer 2022)
  
US: Grand Central (Summer 2022) 
 
Material: Manuscript due in March 
 
Film/TV rights: Available 
 
 
 

THE WAY WE WERE 
 

Salma El-Wardany 
 

THE WAY WE WERE charts the dreams and disappointments 
of a group of British Muslim women ð Jenna, Kees and Malak. 
 

Malak wants the whole package: for her love, family and faith 
to coexist happily. She wants it so much sheõs willing to break 
her own heart to get it. 
 
Kees is dating a white Catholic man, Harry. Her family can 
never find out about him. She knows that if they do, theyõll 
never speak to her again. 
 
Jenna seemingly has it all: looks, brains, and loving parents. 
Why then does she feel so alone, all the time? 
 
They have been friends for years: the three of them together 
against the world is how itõs always been. Yet one night changes 
everything between them and they are left adrift, marooned 
from each other as their lives take different paths.  
 
Without the support of each other, nothing seems to go quite 
right in their lives. Malak and Kees, having said things to each 
other theyõll always regret, donõt know how to come back 
together and Jenna has to live with the fall out. 
 
Will they be able to forgive each other in time? 
 

 
 

 
 

Writer, poet, speaker and BBC radio presenter, Salma El-
Wardany performs internationally, has given 2 TEDx Talks 
and partners with organisations and global brands to have the 
uncomfortable conversations weõve ignored for so long. As a 
Muslim woman of colour, sheõs struggled against stereotypes 
and marginalisation, specifically, how difficult womanhood is in 
a patriarchal world. Her work centres around female storytelling 
and the power of a womanõs voice.  
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 Womenôs Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Bill Hamilton 
 
UK: Century (February 2021) 
 
Translation rights sold: 
Dutch: Meulenhoff Boekerij
  
Material: Finished Copies 
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Film/TV  rights: Available 
 

A WEDDING IN THE COUNTRY  
 

Katie Fforde 

 
Lizzie has just arrived in London, determined to make the best 
of her new life. 
 
Her mother may be keen that she should have a nice wedding 
in the country to a Suitable Man chosen by her. And Lizzie may 
be going to cookery school to help her become a Good Wife. 
But she definitely wants to have some fun first. 
 
It is 1963 and London is beginning to swing as Lizzie cuts her 
hair, buys a new dress with a fashionably short hemline, and 
moves in with two of her best friends, one of whom lives in a 
grand but rundown house in Belgravia which has plenty of 
room for a lodger. 
 
Soon Lizzieõs life is so exciting that she has forgotten all about 
her motherõs marriage plans for her. All she can think about is 
that the young man she is falling in love with appears to be 
engaged to someone elseé 
 
 

Praise for Katie Fforde: 
 
ôModern-day Austen. Great fun.õ ð Red 
 
ôDelicious ð gorgeous humour and the lightest of touches.õ ð The Sunday 
Times 
 
ôThank goodness for Katie Fforde, the perfect author to bring comfort in 
difficult times. She really is the queen of uplifting, feel good romance.õ ð AJ 
Pearce 

 
 

 

Katie Fforde lives in Gloucestershire with her husband and 
some of her three children. Recently her old hobbies of ironing 
and housework have given way to singing, Flamenco dancing 
and husky racing. She claims this keeps her fit. She is the author 
of 24 previous bestsellers, most recently, A ROSE PETAL 
SUMMER and A SPRINGTIME AFFAIR. 
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Womenôs Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Rebecca Ritchie 
 
UK: Head of Zeus (May 2021) 
 
Translation rights sold: 
Hebrew: Dani Books
  
Material: Manuscript  
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Previous Publications: The Postcard 
(2019), The Distance (2018), The Note 
(2017) 
 
Film/TV  rights: Available 
 
 
 
 

THE NIGHT WE MET  
 

Zoë Folbigg 

 
As a man holds his wifeõs frail hand, he recounts a journey like 
no otheré 
 
Daniel and Olivia are destined to be together. At least, Daniel 
thinks this the night he sees Olivia across a sea of people. As he 
backpacks through Australia, Daniel and Liv continue to cross 
paths, yet never speak. Until one night, Liv joins Daniel for a 
drink. And that night everything changes. 
 
Back in London, stuck in a monotonous routine, Daniel finds 
himself daydreaming of the woman with green eyes and fiery 
hair. Armed with only a name he begins a hunt to find her. With 
every passing moment, Danielõs hopes begin to disappear. What 
if it wasnõt meant to be? 
 
But then fate steps in, and Daniel and Oliviaõs story can truly 
beginé 
 
Praise for Zoë Folbigg: 
 

ôThe laugh-out-loud, tears-in-your-coffee story of the consequences that 
unfolded from passing the note. 4*õ ð OK!  
 
ôPerceptive, funny and likely to make your commute much more diverting.õ 
ð Stylist  
 
ôWill melt the heart of even the most hardened cynic.õ ð Red 

 

ôFull of wit and charm. A heart-warming tale of the importance of taking 
a risk in life and love.õ ð Ian Critchley 

 

 

Zoë Folbigg is a magazine journalist and digital editor, starting 
at Cosmopolitan in 2001 and now freelances for various 
magazines and newspapers. In 2008 she had a weekly column 
in Fabulous magazine documenting her year-long round-the-
world trip with ôTrain Manõ ð a man she had met on her daily 
commute and this inspired her debut novel THE NOTE. She 
since married Train Man and lives in Hertfordshire with him 
and their two young sons. 
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Historical Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Victoria Hobbs 
 
UK: Michael Joseph (May 2021)
  
US: Pegasus (November 2021) 
 
Translation rights sold:  
Finnish: Otava 
Swedish: Polaris  
 
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 400 pages 
 
Previous Publications: The Gates of 
Athens (2020), The Falcon of Sparta 
(2018), Dunstan (2017), In the Wars of the 
Roses Series: Ravenspur (2016), Bloodline 
(2015), Trinity (2014), Stormbird (2013), 
Emperor Series, Conqueror Series 
 
Film/TV r ights: Available 
 

 

PROTECTOR 
Book #2 in the ATHENIAN series  
 

Conn Iggulden 

 
Will he save Greece 
ð or betray it? 

 
Themistocles stands as an archon of Athens: the might of the 
city is his to command. Yet he is no nobleman, despised for his 
low-born origins. For his presumption. But those who stand 
against Themistocles cannot argue with two things ð his 
victories as a warrior and the vast Persian fleet heading their 
way. Memories are yet fresh of King Xerxesõ last invasion ð 
when the city burned. Themistocles has rebuilt Athens to resist 
invaders. 
 
Soldiers and sailors stand behind him. But that is not enough. 
Themistocles must fight. To survive, to make his name, he must 
prove himself again and again in battle. On the sea. On land. In 
the arena of public opinion. His enemies are legion, his allies do 
not trust him and the Persians would corrupt him ð but history 
belongs to the courageousé 
 
And Greece must find a saviour ð or fall. 
 
 
Praise for Conn Iggulden: 
 
ôIggulden is in a class of his own when it comes to epic, historical fiction.õ ð 
Daily Mirror  
 
ôThe pace is nail-biting and the set-dressing magnificent.õ ð The Times 
 
ôOne of our finest historical novelists.õ ð Daily Express 
 
 
Conn Iggulden is one of the most successful authors of 
historical fiction writing today. His previous three series 
describe the founding of the greatest empires of their day, as 
well as the Wars of the Roses and were all #1 bestsellers. Conn 
Iggulden lives in Hertfordshire with his wife and children. 
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Thriller  

 
 
Agent: Oli Munson 
 
UK: Serpentõs Tail (July 2021)
  
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 336 pages 
 
Previous Publications: The Resident 
(2020), Your Deepest Fear (2019), Donõt 
Make a Sound (2018), Hope to Die (2017), 
A Tapping at My Door (2016), Marked 
(2015), Pariah (2014), Cry Baby (2014), 
The Helper (2013) 
 
Film/TV rights: Available 

THE RULE  
 

David Jackson 
 
My dad says bad things happen if I break ité 
 
Daniel is looking forward to his birthday. He wants fish and 
chips, a big chocolate cake, and a comic book starring his 
favourite superhero. And as long as he follows The Rule, 
nothing bad will happen. 
 
Daniel will be twenty-three next week. And he has no idea that 
heõs about to kill a stranger. 
 
Danielõs parents know that their beloved and vulnerable son 
will be taken away. They know that Daniel didnõt mean to hurt 
anyone, he just doesnõt know his own strength. They dispose of 
the body. Isnõt that what any loving parent would do? But as 
forces on both sides of the law begin to close in on them, they 
realise they have no option but to finish what they started. Even 
if it means that others will have to dieé 
 
Because theyõll do anything to protect him. Even murder. 
 
 
ôThe master of razor-sharp one linersé THE RULE is an absolute 
belter.õ ð Mandasue Heller 
 
ôAn intense and compelling read, that will evoke complicated emotions in 
every reader. Highly recommended.õ ð Lisa Hall 
 
ôA stupendous piece of literary engineering.õ ð Jenny OõBrien 
 
 
David Jackson is the author of a series of crime thrillers 
featuring New York Detective Callum Doyle. His debut novel, 
PARIAH was Highly Commended in the Crime Writers 
Association Debut Dagger Awards. When not writing fiction, 
David spends his time as a lecturer in a university science 
department. He also gives occasional workshops on creative 
writing. He lives on the Wirral peninsula with his wife and two 
daughters. 
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Crime  

 
 
Agent: Euan Thorneycroft 
 
UK: Hodder (July 2021) 
 
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 352 pages 
 
Previous Publications: Midnight at 
Malabar House (2020), In the Baby  
Ganesh series: Bad Day at the Vulture Club 
(2019), Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
(2018), The Strange Disappearance of a 
Bollywood Star (2017), The Perplexing Theft 
of the Jewel in the Crown (2016), The 
Unexpected Inheritance of Inspector Chopra 
(2015) 
 
Film/TV rights: Available 
 
 
 

THE DYING DAY  
 

Vaseem Khan 

 
Bombay, 1950 
 
Indiaõs first female police detective, Persis Wadia, is summoned 
to the 150-year-old Bombay Royal Asiatic Society at Horniman 
Circle. The societyõs preeminent treasure, a priceless manuscript 
of Danteõs Divine Comedy, has vanished, as has the societyõs head 
curator, William Huxley, an Englishman with a passion for 
Indian history. 
 
Tasked to recover an item for which Benito Mussolini once 
offered one million pounds, Persis soon uncovers a series of 
murders, and a trail of tantalising coded clues that lead her into 
the dark heart of conspiracyé 
 
Gripping, immersive, and full of Vaseem Khanõs trademark wit, 
this is historical fiction at its finest. 
 
 
Praise for Vaseem Khan: 
 

ôThis is historical crime fiction at its sharpest, set on the brink of 
independence and during a dramatic period of the subcontinentõs history.õ ð 
The Sunday Times 
 
ôA beautifully complex plot and an Agatha Christie-ish denouement 
make for a thoroughly satisfying read, and a burning desire to see whatõs 
next for Persis.õ ð Observer, Best Recent Thrillers 
 
ôThis is historical crime fiction at its best ð a compelling mix of social 
insight and complex plotting with a thoroughly engaging heroine.õ ð Daily 
Mail 

 

 
Vaseem Khan was born in London in 1973 to an Indian father 
and Pakistani mother. He spent ten years working in India 
between 1997 and 2007, before moving back to London where 
he now lives. He is the Business Development Director at 
University College Londonõs Department of Security and 
Crime Science. 
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Thriller  

 
 
Agent: Bill Hamilton 
 
UK: Transworld (March 2022)
  
Material: Manuscript due in April 
 
Previous Publications: Camelot 
(2020), Lancelot (2018), In the Rise of 
Sigurd series: Wings of the Storm (2016), 
Winterõs Fire (2016), God of Vengeance 
(2014), In the Raven series: Odinõs Wolves 
(2011), Sons of Thunder (2010), Blood Eye 
(2009) 
 
Film/TV rig hts: Available 

FAR WANDERER 
 

Giles Kristian 

 
A father and daughter survival thriller set in the mountains of 
Arctic Norway. 

Erik Amdahl and his spirited daughter, Sofia, are on a cross-
country ski trip when one night, far from home in the 
snowbound wilderness, Sofia accidentally cuts herself. Erik puts 
his daughter in the pulk and pulls her through the darkness 
towards the lights of a distant cabin. When a Sami couple 
welcome them into their home, Erik believes the worst has 
passed and that Sofia is safe. But he could not be more 
mistaken.  

Soon he and Sofia will be running ð and fighting ð for their 
lives. And in their flight, they discover a secret which could 
cause the deaths of millions. 

Beneath the swirling lightshow of the aurora borealis, a fight for 
survival plays out across the snow. But within a tale of suffering 
and of the desperate, instinctive will to survive, lies a story about 
a fatherõs struggle to let go, and a young girlõs struggle to go on 
without him.    

 

 
Praise for Giles Kristian: 
 
ôGlorious. Tragic. Lyrical. Totally gripping. I loved it.õ ð Ben Kane 
 
ôKristian has created a powerful, dark vision of Arthurõs Britain, where 
magic has its limits and the worst monsters are human.õ ð The Times 
 
ôA masterpiece in the true sense of the word.õ ð Conn Iggulden 
 

ôAn all-action adventureé a joy to readé a brilliant story, beautifully 
told.õ ð Sunday Express 

 

 
Giles Kristian is a bestselling and critically acclaimed novelist. 
His Viking novel GOD OF VENGEANCE was a Times Book 
of the Year and his novel LANCELOT was a Top 10 Sunday 
Times bestseller. 
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Speculative Fiction  

 
 
Agent: Oli Munson 
 
UK: Titan (April 2021)
  
Material: Manuscript 
 
Length: 368 pages 
 
Film/TV rights: Available 
 
 

THE COTTINGLEY CUC KOO 
 

A.J. Elwood 
 
Captivated by books and stories, Rose dreams of a more 
fulfilled life, away from the confines of the Sunnyside Care 
Home where she works to support herself and her boyfriend. 
She hopes the situation will be short term. 
 
Charlotte Favell, an elderly resident, takes a strange, sinister 
interest in Rose, but offers an unexpected glimpse of 
enchantment. She has a mysterious and aged stack of letters 
about the Cottingley Fairies, the photographs made famous by 
Arthur Conan Doyle, but later dismissed as a hoax. The author 
of the letters insists he has proof that the fairies exist; Rose is 
eager to learn more, but Charlotte only allows her to read on 
when she sees fit. 
 
Discovering she is unexpectedly pregnant, Rose feels another 
door to the future has slammed. The content of the letters 
grows more menacing, inexplicable events begin to occur inside 
her home, and Rose begins to entertain dark thoughts about her 
baby and its origins. Can this simply be depression? Or is 
something darker taking root? 
 
 
ôA modern changeling tale that pulses with the malice of the original fairy 
lore.õ ð Priya Sharma 
 
ôA.J. Elwood builds a sense of creeping dread that will keep you breathless 
to the end.õ ð Angela Slatter 
 
ôA wonderful tale on magic, poetry, motherhood, and ultimately, us.õ ð 
Francesco Dimitri  
 
 

A.J. Elwood studied literature and history, which everyone 
assured her would never have any direct relevance to what she 
ended up doing with her life. She remains fascinated by those 
times when people could believe in things we think of as 
madness and have perfectly good reasons for doing so. An early 
obsession with fairy tales has stayed with her and she loves to 
pen stories that hopefully contain a little bit of magic and often 
more than a little of the strange. 
 

 

 

 

 

 










































