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内容简介：

“生动犀利，发人深省。”——《金融时报》（FINANCIAL TIMES）
“有力论证了科技何以走向激进。”——彭博社（BLOOMBERG）
“极具启发性。”——THE BULWARK
“尖锐警示，触目惊心……揭开美国富豪阶层日益升温的极端主义面纱。”——《出版者周刊》（PUBLISHERS WEEKLY）

如果全球最富有、最有权势的一群人决意瓦解民主制度，世界将会怎样？

在《镀金之怒》中，《纽约时报》畅销书作家雅各布·西尔弗曼（Jacob Silverman）带我们深入硅谷光怪陆离、生死攸关的隐秘世界。本书讲述了一群科技亿万富翁的政治意识觉醒与理念激化，他们深陷意识形态极端主义的深渊，无法自拔。凭借零利率时代积累的巨额财富，沉溺于自我构建的神话，这些人正试图按自己的意志重塑世界——而这应当令所有人警醒。

故事的核心是埃隆・马斯克（Elon Musk）：这位大亨因痴迷 “觉醒病毒”（woke mind virus），从科技创新者蜕变为意识形态十字军。但马斯克只是冰山一角。西尔弗曼勾勒出一张庞大的激进精英网络——从彼得・蒂尔（Peter Thiel）、JD・万斯（JD Vance），到资助唐纳德・特朗普（Donald Trump）重返政坛的金融大鳄——他们正利用自身平台与资本，推动一场已然失控的政治革命。

这不止是一本关于科技的书，更是关于权力的真相。我们将看到亿万富翁资助生命延续实验室，拥抱人工智能带来的世界末日图景；我们将剖析民粹主义言论如何无情瓦解民主规范；我们将闯入科技寡头们诡异又带着黑色幽默的世界——在这里，自由意志主义梦想与威权主义倾向交织，那些对我们生活影响最深的人，却最无需承担责任。

西尔弗曼从旧金山到迈阿密，从纽约到华盛顿特区，追踪这场改写规则、甚至与现实本身为敌的运动。凭借犀利的调查报道与鲜活的人物群像，《镀金之怒》成为记录亿万富翁革命前线的震撼之作。

若你想弄清谁在试图掌控未来，及其背后的动机——这本书，你不可不读。


作者简介：

[image: ]雅各布·西尔弗曼（Jacob Silverman）是《服务条款：社交媒体与持续连接的代价》（Terms of Service: Social Media and the Price of Constant Connection）的作者，并与本·麦肯齐（Ben MacKenzie）合著了《轻松赚钱：加密货币、赌场资本主义与欺诈的黄金时代》（Easy Money: Cryptocurrency, Casino Capitalism, and the Golden Age of Fraud）。他是《新共和》（The New Republic）和《嘲讽家》（The Baffler）的特约编辑，作品曾发表于《洛杉矶时报》（Los Angeles Times）、《纽约时报》（New York Times）、《华盛顿邮报》（Washington Post）和《Slate》杂志。他还是新播客系列《裸皇帝》（The Naked Emperor）的联合撰稿人兼主持人，该节目探讨了FTX及其创始人山姆·班克曼-弗里德（Sam Bankman-Fried）的崛起与衰落。


媒体评价：

“雅各布·西尔弗曼是当今最敏锐、消息最灵通的技术评论员之一。他了解亚文化、政治和互联网。他能告诉你黑匣子中有什么，以及它对我们的社会正在做什么。《镀金之怒》不容错过。” 
——哈里·昆兹鲁（Hari Kunzru），作家兼记者，《没有神的男人》（Gods without Men）、《白泪》（White Tears）和《红药丸》（Red Pill）的作者

“在《镀金之怒》中，雅各布·西尔弗曼清晰地剖析了三十多年来一直被我们的媒体和政治机构忽视的技术痴迷的妄想。在此过程中，他讲述了硅谷的自由意志主义道德观是如何恶化为对我们民主的正面攻击的。” 
——克里斯·莱曼（Chris Lehmann），《国家》（The Nation）杂志华盛顿特区局首席记者，《金钱崇拜》（The Money Cult）的作者

“一本会让你夜不能寐的书。” ——《科克斯书评》（Kirkus Reviews）


《镀金之怒：埃隆·马斯克与激进的硅谷》

前言
引言：此地可掘金

1. 2016年12月14日
2. 蒂尔与新联盟
3. 科技自由意志主义者拥抱安全国家
4. 数字威权主义风格
5. 推特之死与X帝国诞生
6. 沙特阿拉伯对推特和X的影响
7. 学会讨厌你热爱的地方
8. 亿万富翁与旧金山人民
9. 运行中的模式
10. 寻找逃离路线
11. 索拉诺县土地争夺战
12. 免费金钱
13. 加密货币沼泽
14. 资本水喉断流
15. 吸血公司
16. TikTok与当代金权教父
17. 万斯之路
18. 上一个家伙不是进监狱了吗？
19. 最好保持低调
20. 总要有人胜出
21. 选举之日
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From Silicon

Richard Waters on how the leading lights of the

L

| tech world shifted away from a liberal ethos

here was a time in the not-

too-distant past when Sili-

‘con Valley figures like Elon

Muskand Marc Andreessen

funded and supported
Democratic political candidates. Evenif
theyalsopadded the coffers of business-
friendly Republicans, they seemed
reliable avatars of the liberal ethos of
northern California'stech scene.

Somewhere alongthe way, something
broke. It wasn't just that they flipped
their political allegiance. They became
culture warriors in a battle that moved
from X to make them fixtures of Mar-a-
Lagoandthe Washington of Trump2.0.
As his title suggests, author Jacob

silverman believes this was about
‘much more than simple self-interest or
policy differences with the Democrats.
Inthisaccount, the techiesare richand
angry and they're not going to take it
anymore.

At times, Gilded Rage descends into
diatribe and the author can feel more
like a participant than a dispassionate
observer. stil, this makes for a lively
and provocative account of how some
leadingtechies swung to the right, even
ifit doesn' feellikea full explanation.

Inthistelling, itall began withthe way
tech fortunes were swollen by the years
of low interest rates that followed the
2008 financial crisis. “Fattened” on easy
‘money, says Silverman, the industry
became “increasingly reactionary and
alienated from the people who were
supposed tobeits customers”.

This has been a standard critique of
tech in the years of Uber and WeWork:
that innovation was replaced by cynical
exploitation as start-ups gave up on
innovating and turned to mountains
of cash to crush their competitors. A
‘more balanced account would recognise
thatallbursts ofinnovationare ollowed

by periods of digestion as the new
technology reaches amass market. This
feels like less a story of betrayal than a
necessary phase of thetechcycle.

‘Whateverts origins, Silverman caims
thehuge wealthand power that followed
have exposed latent reactionary forces.
‘When the swaggeringtechies did not get
thecredit they deserved, they eruptedin
afitof pique. He callsthis “a corporatist,
techno-fascist right” that became the
natural home for “cosseted billionaires”
who had thought they could *remake
theworldin theirimage,only tofind that
their proposed revolution received
someunwelcome pushback”.

‘This helps to explain the bizarre sense
of resentment that some of today’s b
lionaires give off, but it lacks nuance.
‘The frustration with the administrative
state shown by people like Musk, the
instinctive leaning towards libertarian-
ismand the typical business hankering
for less regulation and lower taxes may
have created a noxious mix, but Silver-
man doesn't make the case that it has
led to support for full-blown fascism.
Also, by training hisire on a handful of
hardcore loudmouths, he misses the
wider accommodation that tech has
‘madewith the White House.

Musk is the central figure in this
account, though Gilded Rage draws
largely on reporting from elsewhere
and has little new to add on the man.
Musk’s lurch intoanti-woke zealotry on
Xis pinned on the fact that one of his
own children is transgender, but it is
still something of a mystery why the
world’s richest man became side-
tracked by a quixoticattemptto gut the
Federal government.

‘More interesting may be the other fig-
ures of the new tech right. Thesenclude
Peter Thiel, who has long provided the
intellectual backbone for would-be tech
libertarians, as well as investors like
Andreessen, David Sacks and Garry
Tan. They are not just important finan-
clers but also influential philosopher-
prophets for younger entrepreneurs.

Silverman builds his case through a
scattershot series of stories, with
varying degrees of success. One chapter
about how Twitter took a large invest-
ment from Saudi Arabia mostly
predates Musk’ takeover of the com-
pany. Another, which paints tech's
closer ties with the Pentagon as a sinis-
terlurch to the right, skirts over Silicon
Valley's defence industry roots and the
fact that it was Ash Carter, a defence

Valley to Mar-a-Lago

secretary under President Obama, who
first sought to build bridges with the
newtechestablishment.

But large parts of Silverman's attack
hit home. He rightly lambasts the
hypocrisy of a group of supposed liber-
tarians who shouted for a government
bailout of Silicon Valley Bank when it
was their own money that was at risk.

Gilded Rage ends before we get
to the chaos and failure of Musk’s
government-slashing Doge project,
and has little to say about the way the
othertech chief executives have allowed
themselves to be used as props in
Trump’s gilded White House. Silverman
implies they have been complicit in
some way, without asking whether
avoiding Trump's anger may simply be
doingrightby their sharcholders.

Gilded Rage:
Elon Musk

and the
adicalization
of Silicon Valley
by Jacob Silverman
Bloomsbury £20/530
36pages

‘The narrow focus on Musk and his
cohort leaves lttle room for figures like
Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg,
whose brash new persona has been one
of the most intriguing manifestations of
tech's cultural course correction. Shak-
ingoff earlier liberal pieties, Zuckerberg
has bemoaned how business needs more
“masculine energy”. Such comments
perfectly capture the awkward search
for common ground between the male-
dominated, libertarian ethos of Silicon
Valley and the anti-woke, reactionary
populismof Trumpism.

How long that alliance will last is
beyond the scope of this book. The split
with Musk and the fissures that have
emerged over issues like skilled immi:
‘gration and the defunding of scientific
research point to important differences.
‘They suggest that the Valley's techno-
futurism will always be an uncomforta-
ble fit with the essentially backward-
Tooking, negative forces of Trumpism.

Musk’s recent threat to create a new
political party has quickly been forgot-
ten and lately, Silicon Valley's unre-
strained id has patched up some of his
differences with the superego in the
‘White House. But their falling-out stll
feltlikeaharbinger ofthingsto come.
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