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内容简介：

· 纽约时报畅销书作家 T·A·巴伦（T. A. Barron）揭示了我们为大自然命名背后的丰富含义。
· 一本精美的礼品书，收录了大量来自牛津大学著名博德利图书馆（Bodleian Library）的珍贵档案艺术作品。
· 该书已获得珍妮·古道尔（Jane Goodall）和世界自然基金会（WWF）主席卡特·罗伯茨（Carter Roberts）的高度赞誉。

“一部璀璨之作。”——珍妮·古道尔博士（Jane Goodall）

这是一场穿越世界语言的诗意之旅，揭示了人类如何为自然万物命名，又如何被自然所塑造。书中还收录了牛津大学博德利图书馆馆藏的精美档案画作。

本书由《纽约时报》畅销书作家T.A.巴伦创作，他以引人入胜的笔触，探寻了不同时空下的人类文明如何描绘周遭的生命世界。从诗意的表达，到实用的描述；从虔诚的敬畏，到巧妙的借喻，每一种语言都蕴含着人类感知自然、与自然相处的独特智慧。

本书依托词源学、民俗传说与语言的精微之处，以丰富的插图揭示动植物名称背后的深意——从茨瓦纳语和聪加语中意为“不可阻挡之物”的大象，到古今语言中对蝴蝶、飞鸟的精妙隐喻。这些词汇或源于神话传说，或关乎生存智慧，或出于敬畏之心，无不彰显着语言与自然环境之间的深刻联结。

书中精选博德利图书馆馆藏的精美插画，《命名自然》既是对文化与生态多样性的礼赞，也是献给自然爱好者、文字爱好者，以及所有对人类如何言说野性世界充满好奇之人的精美礼物。


作者简介：

T·A·巴伦（T. A. Barron）是一位充满热情的环保主义者，同时也是纽约时报畅销书作家。他曾获得多项文学奖项，包括鹦鹉螺奖（Nautilus Award）的最高奖项和德格鲁蒙德奖章（de Grummond Medallion）。他所创作的儿童文学系列《梅林传奇》（The Merlin Saga）深受读者喜欢，目前正由迪士尼改编为电影。

巴伦对自然世界的热爱促使他创立了多个环保项目，以提升公众的环境意识，包括在哈佛大学设立环境法奖学金，以及建立生物多样性研究基金。他出生于马萨诸塞州，曾就读于普林斯顿大学、牛津大学和哈佛大学，之后搬到科罗拉多州，现与家人定居在此。
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NAMING NATURE

My own mother loved the sweetly spiraling songs from these
iconic birds of the American West. She celebrated their songs
every springin Colorado. Some mornings in April and May, she'd
getup before dawn and slip quietly through the meadow grasses as
the first rays of sunlight touched the landscape with golden light.
Always mindful to avoid stepping on an early blooming, light
purple pasque flower, which she liked o call “the prairie crocus”,
she would find a spot in the middle of a field. And there she'd
stand, as still as a ponderosa pine, waiting hopefully to hear the
sound that would ring with joy. The song ofa meadowlatk.

Alas, western meadowlarks, once so common, are now
imperiled; threatened by shrinking habitats as well as deadly
pesticides. If they were to vanish, it would be as if someone
had ripped a gaping hole in the soundscape of the American
West. At this point, their future is uncertain, their prospects
as tenuous as the last, lilting note of a cherished song.
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HALCYONIDAE
Halcyon Bird

“This poetic English name for a variety of kingfishers
contrasts with the racher more prosaic French martin-pécheur
(kingfishers are of course known for catching fish) and
German eisvogel (licerally ‘ice bird’, likely a reference to the
kingfisher’s striking blue plumage).

‘The term ‘halcyon bird” hails from a poignant Greek myth,

a beautiful story of grievous tragedy and enduring love. The
tale revolves around Alcyone, a princess of Thessaly and

the daughter of the god of the winds, Acolus (incidencally,
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HIGH FLYERS

Sadly, the future for these birds does nor currently look as
bright as their feathers. Their numbers are declining due to
human activities, especially deforestation, which continue
to shrink their habitat. For now, at least, these radiant birds
remain part of our world — and a miraculously beautiful
part, as well.

It’s not at all surprising chat chese dazzling birds were
greatly revered by the ancient Aztecs and Mayans, just as
they are revered today by all people lucky enough to have
seen them. They are truly a wonderment, adorned with
feathers that, as the Latin origin of their name suggests, are
both shining and splendid.

STURNELLA NEGLECTA
Meadowlark

To the Indigenous Americans of the Cheyenne tribe, the
meadowlark is called 72éséhivo, meaning “bird of the dawn.”
And what better name could there be for this bird whose bright
voice announces the morning?

To the people of the Lakota Sioux, the meadowlark is called
tasiyagnunpa, a name thac signifies this bird’s essential

role in Lakorta tradition: to sing of all the good in the
universe. The Lakota speak evocatively in their lore about
meadowlarks, even suggesting that meadowlarks speak the
language of the Lakota. Perhaps the birds are discussing the
people, even as the people are discussing the birds? In this
lovely way, a connection across species has taken the form of
a living circle of story.
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